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New Skate Parks 

More Super Tubes 

Radical Fruit Bowl Action 
tee 











Downhill Fiberglass 








Honeycomb Kicktail 
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Different styles, different skaters. 
Each Team Bahne rider custom tunes! 
his Own) Choice of components until it 
feels just right. Watch these perform- 
ers; they make all of it look so natural, 
the way it should be. 

It's easy. Try it yourself with your friends. 
Find’ a safe place to ride, and make up a 
team. Pick one day a week for regular prac- 
tice. Share what you know, relax, and help 
each other. Youll learn more, faster, and have 
a good time. 

_ Most important of all, choose the best board 
for you. We make fiberglass, wood and honey- 
comb skateboards in many shapes and sizes; your 
choice of Bahne trucks, or Gullwings, or Trackers; 
precision bearing Cadillac wheels; of course. 

Relax: we have just what you need. 
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P.O. Box 326, Encinitas, CA 92024 






27” Ash Kicktail 
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Bob Mohr Model 











IKS Sealed Precision Bearings. 





ROAD RIDER NO. 6 . ROAD RIDER NO. 4 
(left) 1-3/4” wide, 2-5/16” tall , (right) 2” wide, 2-11/16” tall 


ROAD RIDER HENRY HESTER WHEEL 
(front center) 2” wide, 2-11/16” tall 








ROAD RIDER NO. 2 
(back center) 1-5/8” wide, 1-7/8” tall 


"RIDE THE WINNERS. 


ROAD RIDER WHEELS, First with precision bearings, First with unique wheel design (Pat. Pending), First with special formula urethane! These 
features made ROAD RIDER the No. 1 wheel in the world today. NEW! First in a line of wheels developed especially for parks, ROAD RIDER 
introduces PARK RIDER, a wheel that will give you everything for the park that ROAD RIDER provided for the street. First in a series, PARK 
RIDER introduces LOGAN 5, tested and approved by the LOGAN EARTH SKI TEAM. Also available in the same popular size as ROAD RIDER 
No. 4 (PARK RIDER No. 4). SEE PAGE 7. 





west NHS INC. 825 41st Ave east QUALITY PRODUCTS INC, 140 Uxbridge 
Santa Cruz, Ca. 95062 (408) 475-9434 Cranston, R.1 02920 (401) 942-2722 


See your dealer for wheels, T-shirts, and decals. 








Bowlrider boards and Yo Yo wheels, 
the latest in high-performance equipment. 
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The G & S Bowlrider looks exactly like the new Fibreflex kicktail design, except that 
it’s slightly thicker, and a lot stiffer. The Fibreflex Kicktails come in lengths of 25" 
and 27"', and are standard thickness for those that prefer the snappier flex action 
for flatland and slalom. 

The Bowlriders come in lengths of 27" and 29’. These lightweight, 
super responsive, stifflex designs with the gradual kicktail are perfect 
for bowlriding and most other skateboarding fun. 







G & S Bowlrider Chassis $25.95 (suggested retail) 





Ye Yo Wheels 


These unique new wheels were designed by Steve 
Cathey for freestyle and bowlriding. Steve came up 
with the idea for a rounded edge wheel after noticing 
that the longer he rode a set of normal edge wheels, 
the better they rode. They rode better because the 
edges started to bevel off from the constant wear of 
doing all the typical tricks and maneuvers. 

Now, with the 4’ radiused-edge Yo Yo design, 
there is definite and immediate improvements and 
advantages over the typical wheel. The Yo Yo wheel 
offers smooth, catch-free transition in kickturns, 
space walks, end-overs, 360s, and high-speed slides. 
They roll onto and off of copings easier, and are 
a natural for kickturn siides in bowlriding. They're 
more maneuverable! 

They make the difference in situations where your 
wheels normally chatter and catch the tip. They're 
especially nice on vertical surfaces. You'll be amazed 
to see how much actual riding wear there is on the 
rounded edge of these Yo Yo wheels. They're doing 
the proper job. 

The Yo Yo Freestyle is all yellow with an 88 shure 
durometer. The Yo Yo Pro is yellow and red, with the 
inside durometer at 91 shure and the outside 
durometer at 87 shure. Both Yo Yo designs are the 
same dimensions at 1-15/16'' total width, 1-11/16” 
tiding surface width, and '4'’ radiused edge. The 
diameter is 2:7/16"'. 


Yo Yo Freestyle $6.50 per wheel (suggested retail) 
Yo Yo Pro $7.50 per wheel (suggested retail) 


GORDON & SM ae 
Steve ey Sk. \ i kK 13¢ a" Rl Ss 


P 5465 Gaines St. 
G & S$ Bowlriders and Yo Yo wheels San Diego, Calif. 92110 (714) 297-3892 


are available at your local skateboard dealer. A Christ Centered Company 
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HARDWOOD KICKTAIL 


fewcun comm I 





EPOXY/GLASS W/HARDWOOD CORE 





NEW! HARDWOOD 5/PLY 








SKATEBOARD TOPS 
EPOXY/GLASS W/HARDWOOD CORE 
(Photo top) 
Standard 24”—26"—28".........$25.00 
Cutaway 26%" — 28%". ry 1200) 





LTT T1439 alee.) 825.00 
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HARDWOOD KICKTAIL (Photo center) 
27” — $16.95, 29" —$17.95,31" — $18.95 
IDRC) rae Ok bac Meola ema te(-10 


NEW! HARDWOOD 5/PLY (Photo bottom) 
27" — $16.95, 29” — $17.95, 31" — $18.95 
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WHEELS (IKS Bearings included) 













Road Rider No, 2 ..........-4 Ar 

Road Rider No.4 . ele 1) 

Road Rider No.6 ..... pre e-1e0 

Road Rider Hester Wheel ....,...$6.50 ea. 
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OJ Superjuice ... 
BEARINGS—IKS double-sided sealed 
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ACS 500 Black & Gold .. 
Bennett Hijacker ... 
[TTA 
HPG Gullwing . 
for) ney 
RCT asa ae le eae) ». $3.00 pr. 
GET: 1e | rer -10) +) a 
Tracker Riser Blocks............. cae oh 1g 


T-SHIRTS (Post paid in U.S.) 
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BSE TaT CRO ho) 6-191) er $6.00 
Road Rider Wheels . ri - $6.00 
OJ Wheels .... 
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DECALS (Post paidinU S) 
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Liter Te Mae A $ 50 
OJ Wheels .. $ 50 
RUC Ts CLA CRRA nee cnc $ .50 
7a a mel 0] 
Sy tel Ae 
Helmet (Norcon made of 
Polycarbonite) .............008 $9.95 
baler a alate ed) 
CTA C1) Pld 
NEW! Rector Palm Pads Glov...... $17.95 pr. 
ACCESSORIES (Post paid in U.S.) 
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SHIPPING—Please include for postage and 
handling: 
Skateboards—$2.00, Foreign—$5.00 
TAU Pag n eN 
Zell: [sree e,0) 
Pott stot Aa ace ele et a One 
lee ae 0,0) 


Etat eae aa eM Circe 
order, check (or for fast delivery send money 
order) including postage and handling. Foreign 
payable with international money order. No 
cash please. Calif. residents add 6% sales tax, 


FREE! with skateboard order — 
Anybody's Skateboard Book 
by Tom Cuthertson! 





NOW, WITH THE ADVENT OF SKATE- 
PARKS, ROAD RIDER INTRODUCES A 
NEW HARDER URETHANE WHEEL CRE- 
ATED ESPECIALLY FOR PARKS, A WHEEL 
THAT WILL GIVE YOU EVERYTHING 
FOR THE PARK THAT ROAD RIDER 
PROVIDES FOR THE STREET... 


SNA PIASNHINnFKRrAaAMIIKTrr Ss @ 
WAI\EPA MK LFA OW We rye 
PARK RIDER WHEELS. 
FIRST IN A SERIES, PARK RIDER INTRODUCES THE LOGAN 5, TESTED AND 
APPROVED BY THE LOGAN EARTH SKI TEAM. ALSO AVAILABLE IN THE SAME 
POPULAR SIZE AS ROAD RIDER NO. 4 (PARK RIDER NO. 4). 


west NHS INC. 825 41st Ave. cast QUALITY PRODUCTS INC. 140 Uxbridge 
Santa Cruz, Ca. 95062 (408) 475-9434 Cranston, R.I. 02920 (401) 942-2722 
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IKS Sealed Precision Bearings See your dealer for wheels, T-shirts, and decals. 
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* HIGH ROLLERS* x 


> eS ere leoaee. JS 
Torger Johnson Tony Alva 


* Developed by our new urethane chemist with 
20 years of experience in urethane technology. 
(We shut down our pliant and stopped produc- 
tion until we developed the most resilient ure- 
thane formula.-) 

* Superior Engineering, research, development 
programs striving to provide the high perform- 
ance skateboards with the equipment they de- 
mand, and tested by the High Rollers~ above. 


COBRA 60mm COBRA COMPS 


(aiso available in 7imm) 


Did you know that you can now 
join Surfer Publications’ dealer- 


ship programs, and arrange to 
carry current issues of Our pOpu- 
lar magazines, 


Bruce Walker Brad Logan 


* Cobra Comps™ our newest wheel for competi- 
tion use. Utilizing a harder angle edge, wider 
for maximum grip-to-speed ratio. Profile with 
Cobras slight dished center allowing for a 
quicker turning edge. 

* Waimea-Banzai-Waterdrop Design™ with flex 
edge allowing for a superior ‘‘grip to speed” 
ratio. Perfect for pools, skatepark bowls, and 
all round riding. 


WAIMEA™ 65mm BANZAI” 70mm 


For the ride of your life, Rolls Royce 
Skateboard Wheels. (714) 753-8838 


Inquiries: Sales Rep., Dealer, Distributor, 
Manufacturer inquiries invited. Send to: 
Rolls Royce, P.O. Box 181, Cardiff, CA 
92009. 


sell us over the counter. 


Contact Connie Cantu at Surfer 
Publications, P.O. Box 1028, 
Dana Point, CA 92629 (714) 496-5922 





| California 92629. Subscription includes six editions. 
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Dave Dash 
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Warren Bolster 
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Paul Haven 
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Brian Gillogly 
Kurt Ledterman 


CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 
Cindy Berryman 


EDITORIAL ASSISTANT 
Chris Maxwell 


STAFF PHOTOGRAPHERS 
Art Brewer ! 
Jeff Divine 

Guy Motil 

Larry Pope 

Steve Wilkings 


ADVERTISING ART DIRECTOR 
Wally Irish 


ADVERTISING ASSISTANT 
Mary Horowitz 


CIRCULATION MANAGER 

Don Cofer 

SPECIALTY SHOP DISTRIBUTION 
Cheryl Greason 


SUBSCRIPTION FULFILLMENT 
Debbie Bush 


SKATEBOARDER COVERAGE AND 
DISTRIBUTION is worldwide. The magazine is 

published every other month. Subscriptions may be 
obtained by sending $6.00 to Box 1028, Dana Point, | 


Please include your zip code. Foreign rate: $7.00 


| International Postal Money Orders, please! 


In West Germany for shop and dealer information 
contact: ASF Peter Eicker KG, Auf der Hohe 47, 
4100 Duisburg 1, Telefon 0203/27071. 


CONTRIBUTIONS: 


| SKATEBOARDER welcomes story, art and photo i 
| contributions. Photo-story articles and fiction should | 


be directed to EDITOR—SKATEBOARDER 
MAGAZINE. Miscellaneous photos should be 
addressed to PHOTO EDITOR. Mark envelopes 
PRESS PHOTO—DO NOT BEND, and carefully 
Pack negatives and transparencies. All contributions 
must be accompanied by a self-addressed, stamped | 
envelope. SKATEBOARDER MAGAZINE IS NOT. 
RESPONSIBLE FOR UNSOLICITED 
CONTRIBUTIONS. Surfer Publications retain reprint | 
rights. Contributor retains all other rights for resale, 
republication, etc. Send all contributions to 
SIRE ORRBER, Box 1028, Dana Point, California 
2629. 


MOVING? Six weeks are required to change your 
magazine address. A Post Office Regulation effec- 
tive 1962 requires that you pay the extra postage if 
copies of SKATEBOARDER are forwarded to you at 
your new address. Copies will not be forwarded 
free, and we cannot replace lost copies. To insure 
delivery at your new address, please notify us at 
least six weeks in advance of your moving. Send us 
your old and new address, and if possible, the 
address label from your last issue. Include your 

zip code. Send to SKATEBOARDER MAGAZINE, 
Box 1028, Dana Point, California 92629. 


ADVERTISING RATES available upon request. 
Contact Dave Dash at SKATEBOARDER, Box 1028, 
Dana Point, California 92629. Phone 496-5922, 
Area Code 714. 
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SPIRIT OF 
COMPETITION 





Stacy and equally Radical Friends with the trucks New from Tracker is the Perfect Slalom Cone , 
bright orange, unbreakable, P.I.S.A. approved 


that work 
size and weight $1.00 ea. Also new is the Henry 
Hester Slalom Champion Poster 2’x3’ and full 
color $1.20 ea 


Stacy Peralta, a ripping member of the Gordon & Smith skateboard team, prefers our new Haftrack 
Trucks. He never hesitates recommending Tracker Trucks to his friends, because Trackers consistently 
uphold a high level of performance and excellent durability. 

Trackers come with the finest guarantee in the business on all the metal components under ordinary use. 
If you have a problem send the damaged part and a self addressed card with a brief description of how the 
part failed to Tracker Trucks and the part will be replaced. Tracker Trucks are the best thing you can do for 
your skateboard! 
Ask for Trackers, always available with finer skateboards! 

Tracker Trucks per pair $22.00, Haftracks per pair $21.00, T shirt $4.50, Sticker 25¢, Free Brochure, out of 
state add $1.00 shipping, California residents add 6%, send cashiers check or money order ONLY to: Tracker 
Trucks P.O. Box 217, Cardiff by the Sea, California 92007 Dealer Inquiries 1-714-481-9551 





SKATEBOARDS | fA bi 
my a 
combine high performance with ~~ ee ny HG 
strength and beauty to surpass all ae 
The difference is FIBRELITE™—a multilay- 
ered, pretensioned fiberglass laminate so dur- 
able that we offer a lifetime guarantee against 
delamination. We bond FIBRELITE to the finest oak 
and maple hardwoods to produce superior skateboards. a 
MODELS: , Sal ee 
MAINLINE e 25”, 27”, 29" Flat or Kick, Hard Rock Maple Core with FIBRELITE Skins . ’ 
SLALOM e 27”, 29” eee Meee Maple Core with FIBRELITE Skins i 
SPOON e 27”, 30” Maple and FIBRELITE, Reverse Camber, Light Kick, Wheel Wells ; D 
FIBOARD e 28”, 30” Kicktail, Double Maple Core with FIBRELITE Skins fo 
SPECTRA e 25”, 27”, 29” aRioa eet eel) Layers of FIBRELITE . 


PROLITE e Anew dimension in wood boards—two pieces of oak with a FIBRELITE core. It's only %" thick 
for lightness yet strong as %4" solid oak and will not split. 28”, 30”, 32”, 36" Kicktail, Whee! Wells 


ASTRO WHEELS ARE A BREAKTHROUGH 
IN GRETHANE FORMALATION! 


, Soft, for an unreal grip and quiet smoothness you’ve never felt, 
i355" yet speed tested faster than any other wheel. 


SHR 












PSAs 


2535 MISSION ST. 
SANTA CRUZ, CA. 
95060 
408 e 425-8770 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
Watch for our Eastern 
warehouse to service 

you fast and save on shipping. 





Available in sizes and shapes to compliment the spectrum of skateboarding. 
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Tough, long wearing 
pigakin patins 
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durability, and 
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helps you skate safe | 


The Rector palm pads glov” 
is the first true skateboarding 
glove, and here's why: 
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layers OF pigskin on 
fingertips and (hum 
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Rugged suede Cowhide 
with the sean sewn on 
the Ouiside protects the 
back of your hand while 
~ adding to the smooth 
y COOTTCO RO) Co LC 
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density foam pad 
VELL O oe Koa Cae 
covers the entire 
palm area Gives 
you a surface to 
land on, and 
helps protect 
your palm from 
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Rainbow wrist strap with 
VELCRO® fastener Two 
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Aector & Wolfe 
INCORPORATED 


PO Box 371+ Graton, CA 95444 + (707) 823-9267 
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protective gear designed for our 
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YOU also know BENNETTS are h elhane! to get. (Because ever yone wants them.) A And, 
you | really know BENNETTS are | met one ee see so many imitators trying to trick 
- you with pho nony RED RUBBERS ”” substitutes! (Take your pick. se 

Bennetts or r 2nd best!) You know | “Mr. Bart n i invented the skat eboard truck, and 
a gave you first class a gear from the beginning! mn Vho caer can say thai ?) 
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If you are ready to pounce with perfect control, then there is 
no choice. For unmatchable performance by the ‘‘guts 
board” by Jaguar. Wheels by Tiger Trak will hold the 
asphalt like the fatties on the turbo. Tracker trucks provide 
a suspension that even Carrera Owners envy and the 
laminated maplewood core flexboard puts you in control of 
it all. Superior craftsmanship-stupendous performance will 
make you and your board one of the ‘‘Ultimate Machines”. 





TIGER ENTERPRISES - 2702 Country Club Blvd. - Stockton, CA 95240 - (209) 948-2191 
Done! Distributors + 15 Vista Cliff: Richardson, Tex, 75080 
BERG SPORTS - 1-6 Kyobashi + Chuo-Ku, Tokyo 








INFORMATION, PLEASE 

Is there any regularly published literature that 
you know of that gives contest coverage and 
the whereabouts of the competition? | am 
very ‘‘in’’ to skateboarding, and | need infor- 
mation of any future professional and ama- 
teur meets. | am interested in competing with 
amateurs of my age and ability. Please inform 
me of someone to contact to obtain the infor- 
mation | need. 

Karen Tescher, Pasadena, California 

Try Di Dootson, The National Skateboard Re- 
view, P.O. Box 2204, Leucadia, CA 92024. 
(714) 753-6214... Ed. 


In most of your issues you report on new 
skateboarding films and old ones. Myself, 
being an East Coast skater, | would like to see 
some of these films, but unfortunately, | 
haven't had the chance to. | would greatly ap- 
preciate it if in future issues you would inform 
your readers where they could see these 
films, or possibly buy copies of them. These 
films are an important asset to the sport, and | 
think that they should be made available to 
the skaters. Thank you for letting me voice my 
opinion. 

Tim Markoshi, Middletown, Connecticut 
For rental films of top quality (‘‘Skateboard 
Safety’’ by John MacDonald; ‘‘The Magic 
Rolling Board” by MacGillivray-Freeman) try 
Chuck Clark, Pyramid Films, 18434 Santa 
Veronica Circle, Fountain Valley, CA 92708. 
(213) 828-7577... Ed. 


BET YOU WON’T PRINT IT 

In reading the Bruce Logan interview, | was in 
awe of the fact that Bruce failed to even rec- 
ognize any of the Dogtown Boys. But the 
most unbelievable thing was Bruce's ignor- 


Star-Irac 
Tomorrow's wheels today. 





ing fast, resilient wheels for nearly ye 

three resilient formulas, all different, a tery 
ride STAReTRAC’S unique urethanes and see why we are 
being copied. Three wheels, five formulas, eleven com- 
binations. It’s your choice. STAReTRAC, by Kryptonics. 


FORMULATIONS AVAILABLE: 
Blue 80A—Fast and smooth with good traction. 
Green 85A (Translucent)—Fast, harder, less forgiving than blue. 


Red 75A—Smooth rapid acceleration and prolonged momentum, 
our fastest formula. 


Yellow 75A—vUltimate traction and slower for steep and/or 
rough surfaces. 


Orange 85A (Translucent)— Harder, less forgiving than yellow 
with similar performance. 

WHEEL DIMENSIONS: 

70 MM—70mm X 50mm 

60 MM—60mm X 45mm 


WIDE*TRAC—57mm X 60mm SIGTCTETS HESS today. 
Kryptonics, Inc. 5660 Central Avenue Boulder, Colorado 80301 (303) 442-9173 





ATTENTION 
MIDWEST SKATEBOARDERS 


for the most complete selection of the latest in skateboards in the Midwest... 


SEE US...TOM THUMB HOBBY-SPORTS 


ance to the fact that Dogtown skaters are the If it's good, we've got it... Bennett, Fibreflex, Tracker, Yandall, Road Rider, Gull- 
best all-around skaters, and definitely the wing, oe Sims Pure iiuieek Bahne, Stacy Peralta, O.J., Hobie, California Slalom, 
most radical and heaviest in the world. It's plus more... Step im and see us, or send 50¢ for our latest catalog. 
been a week since we read it, but we haven't 
stopped laughing in our mental preparation 

to retaliation to this unprovoked under- 

statement. Alva, Biniak, and Adams aren't the B 

only rad skaters in town. In fact, if this maga- OS Hebby Sports 
zine were to print an article on all the heavy 
skaters in D-town, they wouldn't have any 


1026 Davis St. ¢ Evanston, IL 60201 + (312) 869-9575 
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California Slalom 5%4"" 
“DRO 33 






Pro Slalom } ; 
Hotdog skateboarders agree, California Slalom 7" 
the new Slalom Pro trucks ‘‘The Wide Track’”’ 


are the hottest performance 
breakthrough in months. Af- 
ter continuous testing and 
development, S.C.|. has mas- 
tered the proper truck 
geometry, smooth ride, and 
sensitivity to give you the 
winning edge. But don’t take 
our word for it; try it! 


" Slalom Trucks 
Turbo Pro Wheels 


We offer a complete line of skateboards and accessories: : ; 
eri oldie my el elit 


e Fiberglass boards ¢ Safety equipment Wire ee ele cweas 
¢ Wood kicktail boards ¢ Turbo and Targa wheels formance, quality, strength. 
e Laminated wood boards What all pro skateboarders 


demand. All slalom trucks 
come with multiple pattern 
bases to adapt to almost all 
chassis. Performance engi- 
neered to give you the 
- winning combination to out- 
maneuver them all! 


Foal 


9735 Rush St. 
So. El Monte, CA 91733 
(213) 285-5885 





Send for free brochure. 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 
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ys ta al 
zippered pouch is a 
great place for your 
FIRST AID KIT, 
tools, books or 
whatever. 


Available in four 
colors: red, green, 
royal blue and navy. 


Nylon webbing 
reinforces the 
bottom to prevent 
the material from 
ripping out. 


The red pouch is 
made from 
waterproof nylon 
and comes complete 
with first aid 
instructions. 


ACE BANDAGE for 
those falls on the 
wrist or sore ankles. 


Plenty of BAND 
AIDS that more 
than cover small 
cuts. 


Robinak’s old favorite, the Robinak Skate- 
Pack, is here with a new member, the 
Robinak FIRST AID KIT. Our SkatePack 
that sold so well last year moves into an- 
other great year of skating. Just right for 
packing away your board when bicycling to 
your favorite spot or park. Our new FIRST 
AID KIT fits perfectly on your belt or in the 
SkatePack. Small is how we designed it but 
efficient enough to handle those heavy falls. 
If your local skateboard dealer is out, then 
order direct. California residents add 6% 
sales tax. Send check or money order 
to address below. Ask for our brochure 
on our complete line of surfing and skating 
products. 


The pack is made 
from durable six- 
ounce two-ply 
nylon, waterproofed 
from the inside. 


Drawcord locks 
provide a sure fit to 
hold your board 
tight. 


Shoulder straps are 
completely 
adjustable via the 
nickel coated 
buckles. 


Pouch has a nylon 
belt loop on back 
for convenient 
carrying. 


Three handy sizes 
of patches to take 
care of large 
scrapes and 
bruises. 


First aid cream for 
minor cuts and 
scrapes. 


Post Office Box 4696, Santa Barbara, California 93103 


Skateboard Park 


Insurance 


10% of gross receipts, includes 
products liability. 


Contact: 


Jack McCue/Insurance Service Inc. 


5505 E. 


Carson, Suite #200 


Lakewood, CA 90713 ee 421-8947 





room for the advertisements unless they 
doubled its size. Not only is down south 
equipment fonk, junk, and bonk, and all other 
words ending on ooonck, but they can’t even 
ride it. In Dogtown, we ride the radically in- 
spired homegrown Dogtown skate designed 
by myself and Wes Humpston. It is the strong- 
est, lightest, and most common skate on the 
coping. It also doesn’t cramp our style. Could 
that be the answer? In closing, I'd like to say 
to all down-souther’s, put your money where 
your big mouths are in a pool and bowl-riding 
contest for money. Pools and bowls are real 
skatin’, and will tell more answers than a free- 
style trick goon-test. 

Dogtown's #.1, Jim Muir, Santa Monica, 
California 


We, the Z-Boys of Dogtown, do have some- 
thing to say in reply to Bruce Logan's dream- 
produced, prejudiced and highly erroneous 
statements in his recent SKATEBOARDER 
Magazine interview. We simply do not agree 
with his misconceptions. We know that there 
is no energy down south. We know that itis all 
located in Dogtown. Now we don't have to 
prove ourselves, but we don't like Bruce 
broadcasting what we think are not lies, but 
simply an overestimation on his part of what is 
actually happening. Down southers just do 
not have radical energy where it really 
counts, but we are still willing to give them an 
opportunity to prove themselves, if they think 
they are able, by meeting us in a pool duel. If 
the down southers are in agreement, and 
confident enough to put their money where 
their mouth is, terms may be discussed (i.e., 
monies, rules and location), and a formal ac- 
ceptance may be made through SKATE- 
BOARDER Magazine. Z-Boys may be 
contacted through C. R. Stecyk III. 


MAD DOG ON THE LOOSE— 

THE READERS ANSWER 

First of all, my bros and | were raised here on 
the North Shore, and we consider ourselves 
open-minded, but after we read your inter- 
view with Mad Dog Alva, we felt compelled to 
write you a letter. We found him totally egoed 
out, thinking he is a local anywhere he goes— 
not here. We consider him a friggin’ haole 
here! We also feel it’s only fair he knows that if 
any of us see him here, we're going to want to 
‘beef’ with him and his so-called local 
friends. We all agree SKATEBOARDER is a 
hot magazine for passing flat spells; let's keep 
it that way by keeping goons off its pages! 
P.S. Let’s cut the B.S. of comparing skate- 
boarding to rock music. Do you really believe 
Hendrix could relate to a skateboard? 

The Bros, Hawaii 


I'm really stoked over foxy Tony Alva! He's 
such a radical skateboarder, and in my opin- 
ion he’s number 1. 

Jenifer Starr, Hermosa Beach, California 


Tony Alva has the right idea about rock 'n roll 
surfing and skating. Please let me recom- 
mend Coy Reed and Patti Smith to enrich his 
program. 

B-Vad, La Jolla, California 


As a skater, | am proud that we are rep- 
resented by Tony Alva, World Champ male 
skater, his statements and his actions! He is 
to skateboarding what Dora is to surfing. Get 
on it. 

The Parallel Kid 
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vectua SUPER FLEX ...:... 


1977 
QUALITY — SAVINGS — PERFORMANCE 


$19.95 RETAIL VALUE: 


FEATURING ALL F O R 
* Non skid heavy duty poly- FREE BONUS: 
propylene deck. * Elephant key O N L Y 
A * Solid colors-straight or kick. ($3.00 retail) 
* Heavy duty die cast trucks. * Axle overhaul kit 
¢ Super wide red juice urethane ($2.00 retail) 


wheels. 


‘S00 


TOTAL RETAIL VALUE OF DEAL A. $24.95 


$24.95 RETAIL VALUE: 





FEATURING FREE BONUS: 
* Torsion torque fiberglass deck. ‘ ec ey A L L E: O R 
* Choice of 24” or 27” length. * Axle wea kit O N LY 
* Solid colors—Non skid deck. ($2.00 retail) f 
| B * Heavy duty die cast trucks. . Wid Bitrackercon™ 
* Super wide red juice urethane version kit. 
wheels. ($2.00 retail) S 0 0 
TOTAL RETAIL VALUE OF DEAL B. $31.95 
$34.95 RETAIL VALUE: 
FEATURING ALL FOR 
\ + Famous “SUPER FLEX” ; 
FIBERGLASS DECK. Peeentney ONLY 
* Choice of 24” or 27” length. : 
C * ACS 430 aircraft trucks. eee one 
. ret peur red juice polyurethane WETS Pat S 
“Shack pads ($2.00 retail) 
* High speed self contained bearings. 
TOTAL RETAIL VALUE DEAL C. $41.95 
$49.95 RETAIL VALUE: 
FEATURING ALL FOR 
¢ Deluxe “SWINGER” model. ; 
* Torsion torque fiberglass deck. eaeenil ee ONLY 
¢ Choice of 24” or 27” length. ($3.00 retail) 
D ¢ ACS 500 Aircraft trucks. 


a * Non skid deck 
¢ Hot pour red juice polyurethane tread 


extra large 2/2” wheels. 2.00 retail 
¢ Shock pads. & 
¢ Double sealed precision bearings. 


TOTAL RETAIL VALUE DEAL D. $54.95 





‘20% 


OO 


Order Form 
Mail to: Super Flex Inc., P.O. Box 1041, South Pasadena, Ca. 91030 





Postage & handling @$2.00 per board 





Type of Board Quantity Amount Color (check 1st & 2nd choice) 
Deal A ______@$ 8.00 _______ [J kicktail [] Straight [yellow [] blue [) green 
Deal B SEE I@$10!00) Lyellow [)blue [] orange 
Deal C SAE @S$i15!00) ee Llyellow []blue [] orange 
Deal D @$20.00 ___ Clyellow []blue [] orange 





Tax (Calif. 6%) Ship to: Name 
Total check or M.O. enclosed 
immediate Delivery maces 
Fully Assembied 
City. St. Zip 








| just want to say that in your last issue (Vol. 3 
#3), the interview on Tony Alva was so to- 
tally hot, and he sounds so into it. It really 
makes me want to get on my board and move 
it. I'm glad he skates towards the Zeppelin 
style ‘cause that shows he has good taste 
and knows where it’s at. Why don’t some of 
you photographers take some hot pictures of 
Tony in a pool and put it in focus? 

Deanne Yantis, Bonita, California 


BUMMED OUT 

| notice you have been getting a lot of letters 
from New Jersey, so here’s one more. My 
friends and | are really bummed out. Edison, 
N.J., has to be the worst place for skate- 
boarding spots, yet there are a lot of skate- 
boarders. | found a perfect 10-foot bowl a 
couple of weeks ago; the guy even gave us 
permission to use it. But after a week of con- 
stant skating there, he had to fill up the pool 
so it wouldn't raise up. So now we're back to 
normal: no place to skateboard. The closest 
place is the spillway where Ernie Martin’s 
(high jump) pictures were taken, and even 
that is 40-minutes away. | just wish they 
would build a skatepark around us. We really 
need one! P.S. You should get some pictures 
from out here. There's a lot of hot kids. 
Kenny Kooyenga, Edison, New Jersey 


SATURDAY NIGHT’S 

ALL RIGHT FOR... 

Being a safety conscious person, | seldom 
party and drive. So when a local party arises 
(once a week), I'll use the good ole sidewalk 
surfboard. But last Saturday, coming home 
from a party in which | slightly ‘‘overdid it’ 


See eee 
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with different “products” from other coun- 
tries, | had a very strange thing happen to me. 
| said my goodbyes and grabbed my stick. 
Lucky enough the house where | was at is on 
a nice long hill. But since the street has just 
been repaved, it’s out of the question. I'll take 
my chances with the sidewalk. | take off, and 
weird things start to happen. The sidewalk 
starts to jack up, and | drop in fast. | look 
down the line and see this eight-foot brick 
wall start to suck up. | get closer to the nose 
and grab my rail. It pitches out, and I’min and 
freakin’. | make the ‘‘tube,’’ and look down 
the line again. The redwood fence is walling 
out, so | take my chances in the rip (newly 


Kenny Kooyenga, Seaside pool, New Jersey. 


paved street). | stand up, arch back, and am 
totally stoked. I’m now three-quarters down 
the hill when | see the locals (two shepherds, 
one doberman and a scroungy mutt). | go for 
it. One final push and time to tuck in; 40, 45, 
50; well 40 at least, with the locals not far be- 
hind. The shore (my house) is in sight, and 
I'm to the max. | make a bottom turn and kick 
out into the grass. The locals are long gone 
by now. | walk in the house and see that I'm 
completely wet. Mom asks why, and | tell her 
it's over her head. She says something's 
wrong with mine, and to go to bed. Just 
another Saturday night. 

Jim Sullivan, Chula Vista, California Se 


The G & S Warptail is Stacy Peralta’s endorsed design for banks, pools, 
parks, pipes, and freestyle. It is a solid oak board with just enough tail lift to 
hold your foot securely without trapping it. The Warptails come with a clean 
beveled edge, lacquer finish. The G & S emblem branded on the bottom and 
non-skid decking on the top. The outside lines allow for a full nose and 
medium width for comfortable foot placements. 

We make the G& S Stacy Peralta Warptails in four sizes (25/’ 27/’ 29)’ 32"). 
We recommend that they be used with Bennett or Tracker trucks, and Road 
Rider, Yandall, Sims, O.J., or Yo Yo wheels. All of these fine products are 
available from us through your local skateboard dealer. 


GORDON & SMITH 
SON AL 


5465 Gaines St. 
San Diego, Calif. 92110 (714) 297-3892 
A Christ Centered Company 





3 
x 
eS 
an 
= 
P 
w 
f= 
wo 
ec 
2 
= 
mi 
” 
a 
So 
U 
U 
So 
a 
=f 


Ne 
w 
i 
iE 
ii 
i 
my : 


MN 
| 
i 
i 
y 


i 

i 
tt 
WW \" 
Yin 
Tl 

inn | | 

Il 

iy 


N 


N 
i 


punt 
rn 
ys 
L 
we 


i 


A skatepark can be an extremely rewarding investment. But you have to 
know what you’re doing! A comprehensive manual—‘‘Skatepark Develop- 
ment’’—is now available covering all phases of this exciting new profit op- 


portunity—from site selection, economic feasibility (with projections), park 
design and layouts, engineering, construction, finance, insurance and zon- 
ing right through initial operation. Prepared in cooperation with Graham 
and O’Malley—the foremost skatepark designers in the country—‘‘Skate- 
park Development’’ is a must reference for any serious investor or developer 
interested in capitalizing early on the coming skatepark boom. 


Send $200.00 (Tax Deductible) for your copy now to: 


Skatepark Publications® 


P.O. Box 1858, Dept. B -La Jolla, CA 92038 


(Remittance must accompany your order) f 
Skatepark Publications - 222 Winamar - La Jolla, CA 92037 








Crafted from beautiful solid white oak in 28-inch 
lengths and 7-inch widths. All Continental 
Woodies feature *-inch kicktails and bottoms 
with smooth %-inch graduated bevel from the 
rail to the middle, resulting in a 3-inch wide 
channel running from front to rear for 

truck mounting. This bevel gives the 
Continental Woodie excellent wheel 
clearance, as well as clean lines. Available 

in solid oak or laminated solid oak. Ask your 
dealer for the Continental Woodie, or order by mail 

by sending $19.50 for solid, $21.50 for laminated 

oak. California residents add 6% sales tax. 5 





Continental Skateboards 
1939 East Pomona 

Santa Ana, CA 92705 
(714) 547-7551 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome 








Continental Woodies—— 
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USING YOUR MIND 


by Curtis Hesselgrave 


Basic principle number four is extending the 
mind. What | mean by the term “‘extend the 
mind”’ is something that has been talked about 
by many people in many different ways. It has 
been called ‘thinking ahead,”’ ‘‘anticipation,"’ 
“mental projection,”’ or “expanded aware- 
ness.'’ What all these terms mean is that the 
mind leads the body. 

Without a mind your body could not function. 
Biologically, all the functions of your body are 
controlled by your nervous system, with your 
brain as the central clearing house. 

Beyond all the biology, there is a clear-cut 
sense of activity that you notice coming from 
what | call ‘‘mind.’’ This activity of mind is what 
you use when you do a maneuver, pick up a 
pencil, think about your girlfriend, or any other 
activity. If you understand that the mind leads 
the body through everything you do, the next 
step is to learn how to control and creatively 
use this fact. 

As you learn to skate, you first learn basic 
maneuvers, then building upon your fund of 
knowledge, the more advanced techniques be- 
come more available to you. What really hap- 
pens is that your mind is learning patterns that 
guide your body. Each additional maneuver 
that you learn is built upon a foundation of what 
has already been learned. This foundation is 
constructed in your mind. 

When you practice a move repeatedly, the 
process of learning goes this way: 

First: Everyone usually sees someone else 
doing something they would like to do, so the 
first step is observation of technique. The more 
detailed your observation is, the more infor- 
mation you have to work with when you try 
yourself. 

Second: Imagine yourself doing the maneu- 
ver. This is a very important step that we often 
don't use to its fullest potential. If you can pic- 
ture yourself doing every part of a move com- 
pletely, smoothly, and effortlessly, you will be 
training your mind in the execution of the ma- 
neuver. The more you can do a.move mentally, 
the easier it will be to do it physically. This is be- 
cause the mind leads the body. If the mind does 
the move smoothly, ihen the body will be able 
to do it smoothly also. This is where the first 
part of the process comes in handy. If you have 
observed someone else very carefully, you will 
have seen exactly how they moved. All the 
parts of the movement should be clear. Where 
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A casual Eddie Katz letting his mind lead 
his body, centrifugally, around a Carlsbad 
bowl. 
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Mike Williams, a leading advocate of 
freedom and performance through total 


their legs, hands, torso, and head were posi- 
tioned. How did they start the move? How did 
they finish it? If you get all these details straight 
in your head, then you can also see yourself 
doing it correctly. 

Third: Practice the move yourself. Try a ma- 
neuver out—go for it. Do it over and over. Don't 
quit because you aren't getting it. Keep going, 
and you will begin to see how it works. Begin to 





safety equipment. 


extend your mind through a move. You have 
observed, mentally practiced, and now in phys- 
ical practice continue to use your mind. You 
know what the move looks like; use your mind 
to create the movement. 

Anyone who has become very good at any- 
thing—dancing, surfing, skating, or martial 
arts—will tell you that a split second before they 
do any move, the whole move has flashed 
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“World’s First & Still 
Skateboard Center” 





P.O. Box 4003 
DP vor vosrect. C450" Mal} Order Since 1962” 
— IMMEDIATE DELIVERY GUARANTEED i 


with mail order 
purchase of a 
complete skateboard 
(indicate size only) 


Most Complete 


“The Skateboarder’s 
Original & Dependable 



















ADULT “T”—Sizes: S(34-36), M(38-40), L(42-44), XL(46) 
Styles: Short Sleeve (A/S) $5.50, Long Sleeve (A/L) $7.50 

CHILDREN “T’—Sizes: (6-8), M(10-12), L(14-16), XL(18) 
Styles: Short Sleeve only (C/S) $4.50 

COMPETITION JERSEY, all sizes $15.95 (Hobie $19.95) 


The styles of shirts that are available with a given design are indicated after 
design title and ONLY THOSE STYLES. If desired, list first three color prefer- 
ences for shirts and sandals ... color substitution may still be necessary. To 
insure immediate delivery, pay with money order, read the coupon carefully, 
and give second choices wherever possible. 


OSOoOMOLOXL 
O$SOMOLOXL 
OS QMOLOXL 


. Val Surf C/SOA/S GO A/L 

. Cadillac Wheels O C/S 0 A/S 0 A/L 
. Bahne Skbds. OC/S OA/SOA/L 

. Ski Stoned (also: © Ski Bare, O Ski Cal., 
OSki U.S.A.) OC/SQA/SOA/L 
Tropical C/S A/S OAL 
. Bennett Trucks 0 C/SO A/S O.A/L 
. Malibu, Cal. (also: C Huntington Beach, 

OTrestles) GO C/S GA/S 

8. Alligator Wheels 0 C/S A/S 

9. Hawaii C/SQA/SQA/L 

10. Logan Earth Ski C/SOA/SO ACL 
11. Sun Surfer C/S OA/S DO A/L 

12, Road Rider C/SQA/SOA/L 

13. 0) Wheels C/SQA/SOA/L 

14. Sims Pure Juice OC/SGA/SOA/L 
15. California Surfer C/S OA/S GA/L 
16. Tracker Trucks (also [_} Gull Wing) 
17. Spinning Wheels C/S 0 A/S 

18. Downhill Racer C/SO A/S 

19 California Skbd. OC/S O A/S QA/L 
20. Sun Skateboarder 0 C/S O A/S 


Pwne 


OSQMQLOXL 
OS QML aX 
OSOMOLOXL 


Omen 


OS OMOQLOXL 
OS QOMOLOXL 
OSOMOLOXL 
OSQMQLOXL 
OSOMQLOXL 
OSOMQLOQXL 
OSOMOLOXL 
OSQOM@LOQXL 
OSOMOQLOXL 
OSOMQLOXL 
OSOMOQLOXL 
O$ OM OL OXL 
OS OMOL OXL 
OSOMOL OX 














21. Val Suri Sleeve O A/L only OS OMOLOXL 

22. Competition Jersey, (C Val Surf, [-] Magnum 
O Bahne, O G&S Fibreflex, 0 Logan Earth Ski, 
O Sims Pure Juice, O Hobie) OC/LO A/L 

23. Go For It C/S O A/S A/L 

24. Dynamic Surfer 0 C/SO A/SOA/L 

25, Val Surf Skbd. Capital OC/S O A/S OA/L 

26. Fibreflex Skbds. O C/S O A/S DO A/L 

27, (Not Shown) Surfboards by: © Bing, O G&s, 
OHobie, O Lightning Bolt, O Rick 0 A/S only 


SANDALS: C BEACHCOMBER BILL (neoprene sole, nylon straps)— 0 one color 
$9.95, O two color, $12.95, C three color $15.95; GQ DECKERS (neoprene 
sole, nylon straps) Lightning Bolt $15.95; STYLED STEER (leather) 
$9.95; CG) Hawaiian Slaps (grass mat, velveteen straps) $5.50. Shoe size 
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LICENSE PLATE FRAMES: © U.S.A, Surfing, © California, I'd Rather Be Surfing, 
OULS.A. Skateboarding (not shown) G Set of 2 $5.50, O 1 frame $2.95. 
LEASHES: O cinch up $2.50, © velcro $4.50, © power cord $7.50; D box screw 

attachment $1.95; O “Stick It” $3.95. 

SWIM FINS, CHURCHILL SURFER: © soft blade $19.95, O stiff blade $23.25. 
Shoe size _____; © Fin Tethers $3.95. 

BOOKS: G The Skateboard Book, $3.95, © Skateboard Handbook $2.95, 
CO Anybody's Skateboard Book $3, GO The Complete Book of Skateboarding 
$4.50, © Skateboard Repair Manual $2.50, © Surfer or © Surfing Photo 
Annual $2.00, Surf Guide to © Cal. or G Hawaii $2.95 

VAL SURF © “Cat Hat” $4.95, © Visor $3.50 

VAL SURF Wax © 10 for $3.95 © cool © cold C tropical 

MOREY BOOGIES: © Large $49, G Small $28, Cl leash $6. 

Leather with © surf or © skate design; © belt $7.95 waist _____, O wallet 
$6.95, Cl key ring $1.95. 

Five Summer Stories Soundtrack © Record © 8-track $6.50. 

X-LARGE STICKERS $1.00(includes postage): © I'd Rather Be Surfing, O I'd 
Rather Be Skateboarding, © Surfers Do It in The Tube, © Surfers Hit The 


Lip, G Keep Surfing, © Surf Bare. [7] Skateboarder Mag 


DECALS/STICKERS 50¢ (includes postage): C VAL SURF, © VAL SURF Skate, 
O Pray For Surf, O Bing, © G&S, O Hobie, O O'Neill, O Aloha Hawaii, 
Ci Hang 5 Huntington, © Pair foot prints, O Kanvas by Katin, © Lightning 
Bolt Hawaii, Surfer, C Road Rider, © 0J, C Tracker, O G&S Fibreflex, 
O Sims Pure Juice, O Logan Earth Ski, © Power Paw,  Bahne, © Cadillac, 
D Santa Cruz, O Rad Pad, O Surfing Mag. Hobie Power [_) Bennett 

CLOTH PATUHES $1.50 (includes postage): © VAL SURF, O Keep on Surfin’, 
CHawaii, © Pair foot prints, C Surf's Up, © Surfer, © California, CO Skate- 
boarder, © Wheelie, C Nose Wheelie, C 360°, C Sidewalk Surfer. 


VAL SURF has more to offer than anyone... Send 75¢ for A complete bro- 
chure on O'Neill Wet Suits and additional T-Shirts, Skateboards, Trucks, 
Wheels, Accessories, —~— 






















Ski Equipment now available at VAL SURF 


4807 Whitsett Avenue 
North Hollywood, CA 91607 
(213) 769-6977 

23309 Mulholland Drive 
Woodland Hills, CA 91364 
(213) 888-6488 


PLEASE SEND MAIL ORDERS TO: 
VAL SURF « P.0, BOX 4003 - NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CA 91607 


POSTAGE & HANDLING: Please add per item/shirt—U.S.A. 50¢ surface, $1 air; 

Foreign 75¢ surface, $2 air. 

Enclose check or money order (foreign payable with international money order) 
plus postage & haaeng (Cal. residents add 6% 

=Total $_ ae Ee 
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Address es — 
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through their mind, complete and perfect. This 
happens so fast, that it’s almost unnoticeable. 
But it does happen. This happens because 
there has been an orderly process of learn- 
ing in which they have observed, practiced, 
and then performed their maneuvers without 
thinking. 

Now it seems that | have just contradicted 
myself by first saying that the move flashes 
through the mind, and then saying that they 
move without thinking. This is because the 
mind really has two parts. The conscious and 
the subconscious. When you train yourself and 
learn new maneuvers, you are using your con- 
scious mind which thinks, evaluates, sees 
different sides to a subject, etc. When some- 
thing is already learned, when you have made 
a move on your own, then itis filed in your sub- 
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Free T-Shirt with mail 
order purchase of a 
complete skateboard 
(indicate size only). 
P.0. Box 4003, North 
Hollywood, CA 91607 


conscious mind and is available to you at any 
time. In a sense you forget that move con- 
sciously, meaning you don’t have to think 
about it. The thinking mind moves slowly. It 
must see and evaluate all sides of a subject. 
The non-thinking, or subconscious mind, 
doesn’t need to do ail that evaluating; it simply 
moves. 

When you have learned to move thoroughly, 
itgoes into the subconscious and is available to 
you all the time. A good example of this is driv- 
ingacar. When you are first learning, you must 
use 100% of your attention just to learn how to 
do all the necessary things. After you have 
learned, you are able to drive while talking to 
someone, or thinking about things and still op- 
erate the car safely. This is because your sub- 
conscious mind knows how to drive, so all 





operations are performed automatically. 

All four of the principles (the center, relaxa- 
tion, weight underside, and extend the mind) 
work as one unit. They create a dynamic whole 
that makes skateboarding easier to learn. They 
also work throughout your daily life. In anything 
that you undertake, you will find it easier if you 
apply these principles to that activity. Remem- 
ber, the first part of safe skateboarding starts 
with you. The amount of personal preparation 
that goes into any activity is the main factor ina 
successful performance of that activity. These 
four principles have helped me in learning any- 
thing that I've wanted to learn. I've passed 
them on to you in hopes that they can help you 
also. So, O.K. keep ripping that concrete, and 
I'll see you next issue. 

Copyright 1977 Curtis Hesselgrave gS 





PLEASE NOTE: The price of a complete skateboard is the sum total of one board, two 
trucks, four wheels, two pads & tape (if desired), and the appropriate postage . . . 
No additional charge for assembling. If desired, list first three board color prefer- 
ences (substitution may still be necessary) & truck hole pattern for board only 
orders. 


BOARDS ONLY (BLANKS) 

1 VAL SURF Wood: Mahogany, grip deck, flat, 24” 27”$9.95,0 30” 32” 
O 36” $11.95, 0 40” $12.95; Oak, KickTail, O 27” 0 29” 0 31” $13.95; 
Lam. Ash/Walnut, KickTail, QO 28” $24.95, 31” $29.95, 35” $34.95. 

O VAL SURF Pressed Fiberglass, grip deck, solid colors: flat, ) 24” 27” 30” 
$9.95; Camber Cutaway KickTail, 27” $12.95. 

© VAL SURF Laminated Fiberglass, grip deck, abstract coloring: O 24” 0 27” 
O flatO kicktail, double kick (25” only) $15.95; Slalom, “rainbow” camber 
cutaway, high gloss, 27” 30” $24.95. 

© VAL SURF Aluminum, solid colors: 0 24” 0 27” flat © kicktail Q double 
kick $14.95; G “Chromy,” camber cutaway kicktail, $23.95. 

O MAGNUM Almond Wood KickTail, 30” $33; C complete w/MAGNUM trucks & 
wheels, $110.00. 

© G&S FIBREFLEX, grip taped: O 25” KickTail O 26” Freestyle (rocker) 0 28” 
Slalem (camber) 0 26” Cutaway $24.95, 26” or 29” Bowlrider 27” Kick- 
Tail $25.95, 26” Steve Cathey Freestyler $27.50, 28” Henry Hester Slalom 
O 29” Cutaway $27.95. 

C) G&S WARPED TAIL, Stacy Peralta Model, wood, grip taped, O 25” $17.95, 
O 27’ $19.95, 29” $21.95, 0 32” $23.95. 

© BAHNE: Fiberglass, O 24” O 27” O 30” $16.95; Wood KickTail, grip taped, 
QO 27”0 30” 33” $19.95. 

© LOGAN EARTH SKI, wood: 25” 0 27” 0 29” C flat $15.95, O KickTail 
$18.95, 30%” Brad Logan KT or Q 32” Torger Johnson KT $19.95. 

© MAKAHA, wood, kicktail, 2570 27” 29” 31’ $16.95. 

© SIMS, wood: FlatQ 27” $15,95,0 30”$17.95,0 36’ $20.95,0 44” $24.95; 
KickTails O 27” $18.95, O 30” $20.95, O 36” $23.95, GO 44” $27.95; Ta- 
perKick (lam. wood) © 27” $29.95, 30” $34.95, 0 36” $39.95. 

© HOBIE: Wood—O Skatepark Rider (rocker) O 26” $19.95, O 28” $21.95, 
© 30” $23.95; © Greg Weaver Model, 30” lam. wood KT $44.95; Laminated 
Fiberglass, KT—O) Surfflex, 24” 27” $19.95, Mike Weed Model 25”, 


$25.95. 
© WEBER PERFORMER, 28”: Ci StrataFlex, lam. fiberglass, KT, $27.50; “New” 
Woody, cutaway/kicktail, grip taped, $27.50. 
(1 SANTA CRUZ Proflex, wood/fiberglass laminations, grip taped, O 26%” 
O KiekTail 9 away $749 


0 Z-FLEX, molded/pressed fiberglass, 27” © Rocker, Q Rocker/KickTail $27.95, 
O 30” KickTail, $38.95. 

© BANZAl, aluminum, double kick, solid colors, 24”, $15.95. 

© QUICKSILVER, 28%”, rider's wt. , $39.95. 


TRUCKS, each (2 needed per board) 

© BENNETT: © Hijacker $6.50, Pro $8.95, O Pro Ad-Trak $10.50. 

© TRACKER: © Mid Trak $10.50, Haf Trak $10.50, O Full Tracker $10.95. 

© H.P.G, GULL WING $15.95.C) STROKER $28.95.C CALIFORNIA SLALOM $6.95. 

© X-CALIBER: © Std. $3.50, Galaxy $3.95, Spring $10.95, 0 Pro $6.95. 

© BAHNE: G Std. 110" $5.95, O Wide “150” $9.95.) MAGNUM $17. 

0 ACS (add 50¢ for black & gold): CO “500” $4.95, O “651” $7.50, 0 “650” 
$7.95. 

© PITTSBURGH $9.95. CHICAGO $3.50. SURE GRIP $3.95 

WHEELS, each (4 needed per board) 

Precision Wheels (price includes 2 precision bearings & spacer) 

© ROAD RIDER: O #2 $4.50, CO #4 $6.50, O #6 $7.50, O Henry Hester 
$6.50; PARK RIDER: #4 $6.50, 0 Logan #5 $6.95. 

© SIMS PURE JUICE: O Mini Comp. $6.50, GQ Comp. Bowl Rider $6.95, 
© Comp. |! Giant Slalom $7.50. 

© 0): D Slalom $6.50, Hot Juice $6.95, Super Juice $7.50. 

© BENNETT ALLIGATOR (when available) $7.50. 

© CADILLAC: O DK 38 $4.25, DK 510 blue or © tangerine $6.25. 

© POWER PAW: © Sm. $4.50, Lg. $6.50, XL $7.50, “Mag” $10.9 . 

O ROLLS ROYCE: O Waimea $5.95, O Banzai $7.50, O Cobra $5.95, O Cobra 
Comp. $6.50. 

© YO YO'S, Steve Cathey: O Freestyle $6.50, Pro $7.50. 

© CALIFORNIA TURBO: G slick $4.50, Pro $6.50. 

C WEBER PERFORMER: ©) Mini Slick $3.50, 2 Freestyle $4.50. 

© STAR TRAC: C 60mm $6.50, 70mm $7.50. YANDALL $6.50. 

© APEX “Mag” $10.95. C Tunnel $5.95, MAGNUM $12.50. 

Loose Ball Wheels 

© ROLLER SPORT: Mark IV $1.50, © Racing Slick $2, Stoker $3.50. 

© CADILLAC: © Reg. $1.50, DK 38 $2.50, DK 51 $3.50. 

© POWER PAW: © Sm. $2, © Lg. $3.50. 

SAFETY EQUIPMENT 

© HELMETS, S,M,L: © VAL SURF (Lax) $21.95; O G&S (Norcon) $12.95; 
COOPER—G SK 100 (adjustable) $7.95, 0 SK 300 $17.95. 

© ELBOW PADS, S,M,L: © VAL SURF (Flarico) $5. COOPER $7.95; GO KIP 
Armadillo $14.95, 2 WRIST GUARDS, HOBIE, S,M,L, $12.50. 

© KNEE PADS. S.M.L: © VAL SURF (Flarico) $5.50. 








DO GLOVES, S,M,L,XL: GO KIP—O Freestyle Paws $17.50, Husky Paws $18.95; 
© HOBIE $17.50; POWER $15.95; PALM PADS $14.95. 

© MAKAHA Skateboard Shoe, even sizes 4-12 __ $21.95. 

© Competition Jerseys (see T-shirt page) 

ACCESSORIES 

Wrenches (truck style): Flat 50¢, Gi Socket “T"" $1.50, 4-Way Socket 
$1.95, SUPER WRENCH $4.50. MAGNUM Fork $2. 

Elevator Shock Pads, each: Rubber—O 4” 40¢, %” 75¢; Red Urethane-O 4” 
75¢, OO %” $1; RAD PADS © soft C hard $4.50 set. 

Grip Tape, per foot; widths: CO 1” 20¢,0 2” 40¢,0 3” 60¢, 0 4” 80¢, CO 6” 
$1.20. 


© Ball Bearings, loose, 2¢ ea, + , O Precision IKS Bearings $1 ea. 
# .O “Nose Bumper” $1.95.) Wheel Extenders, fits 5/16” axl s fully 
threaded, © Prec. or © Ball, $1.95 pair. © California Skateboard Brake, 
D left or © right foot forward, $14.95. Skateboard Bag $6.95. RABINAK 
Skbd/Back Pack $15.95. © Skid Plate $1.50. Q Slalom Cones $1.25 ea. 
O “Toe Hold” silica/sand coating $2.95. 
VAL SURF has more to offer than anyone...) Send 75¢ for a complete brochure on 
O'Neill Wet Suits, adrlitional T-shirts, Skateboards, Trucks, Wheels, Accessories, plus 
Performance/Specifics Charts. 
PLEASE SEND MAIL ORDERS TO: 

VAL SURF, P.0. BOX 4003, NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CA 91607 (213) 769-6977 
C.0.D., Master Charge, or BofA Phone Orders Accepted—No Collect Calls Please 
POSTAGE & HANDLING: Please add, U.S.A.—skateboards and/or trucks w/wheels $3 
surface, $5 air; wheels or trucks only $1.75 surface, $3 air; T-shirts or accessories 
50¢ surface, $1 air. FOREIGN—skateboards and/or trucks w/wheels $5 surface, $22 
air; wheels or trucks only $3 surface, $5 air; T-shirts or accessories 75¢ surface, $2 

air. 
Enclose check or money order (foreign payable with international postal money order) 
plus postage & handling (Cal. residents add 6% 


sales tax) $ =TOTAL$ 


Name 

Address 
City 
State ee one ee eZ) 

DEALER INQUIRES ACCEPTED (VAL SURF Products) 





~ Continental 


Surfer print laminated fiberglass double kick with Pro trucks, 
C5000 wheels, precision bearings 24" length. $59.95. 


Look to Continental for new innovations in 
skateboard equipment. 
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Continental 26" aluminum freestyle double kick with: etched 
deck for traction, reinforced top, heavy duty Pro trucks, hi- 
riser pads, and the new Sportster mags with precision bear- ZL Bet Beas 3 Gili aT RO a Ege bared oe 
ings. $88.95. 









er 


ee 


Surfer print pultruded fiberglass with Pro trucks, C5000 
wheels, precision bearings, $49.95. 


ALL CONTINENTAL SKATEBOARDS AND WHEELS COME 
EQUIPPED WITH DOUBLE-SEALED PRECISION BEARINGS. 


Continental offers the best, most reasonable prices for quality 
merchandise and workmanship. Available at finer surf shops, 
department and sporting goods stores throughout the world. 
In the Southwest States, Continental Skateboards are avail- 
able at all Globe Discount Cities. 





Dealers only write for free catalogue and wholesale pricing 
information. 


Poly-kicktail 24” with Continental 2x2’ urethane mag wheels, 
Pro trucks. $27.95. 





CONTINENTAL SKATEBOARDS 
1939 East Pomona 

Santa Ana, CA 92705 

Phone (714) 547-7551 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome 


Surfer print shirt S-M-L. $18.95. 
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Manufacturers of high-performance skateboards since 1963. 


G@ontinentay 
SKATEBOARD PARTS SKATEBOARD PARTS | 


sg tcr | 


JACKS meces 
1939 £ POMCHA 
$89,CEE $2705 


eee eee 





2 “standard slick’’ urethane 2 Continental urethane 
wheels (2 x 1%) with precision wheels (2 x 2%) with preci- 
bearings—$6.50. sion bearings—$9.95. 
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ADD PARTS SKATEBOARD PAR 









Continental's all-new ‘‘Gran Prix Super Mag Freestyle’ wheel. 
The first urethane wheel with grooves for increased traction, 
even in wet weather. The Gran Prix with exclusive tread works 
on the same principle as auto tires. 2 Gran Prix Mags (3% x 2%) 
with precision bearings—$16.95. 





Continental all-steel kickplate Hi-rise pads with hardware 
—$2.85 each. —$4.95 per pair. 





SHATEBOARD PARTS 


\ 
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Continental Pro truck (6"' 4-way utility wrench—$3.25 1 Continental ‘‘Unisex’’ Cantilever pads with urethane 
axle) with locknuts. Guar- each. wheel (2 x 3) with precision —$4.95 per pair. 
anteed not to break—$5.95. bearings—$5.25. 





Truck assembly with 2‘‘stand- | Two C5000 urethane wheels Truck assembly with 2 ure- Continental Skateboard Hel- 
ard slick” urethane wheels with (2% x 2%)—$10.75. thane mag wheels with pre- = met. Made from the finest 
precision bearing, complete cision bearing, complete materials for strength and 
unit—$8.95. unit= $12.50. beauty. Send hat size. 
$21.95. 
For mail order: CONTINENTAL SKATEBOARDS 


Send your name, address, zip code and 1939 East Pomona, Santa Ana, CA 92705 
money order only for the items desired. Phone (714) 547-7551 

Postage and handling included (Cal. resi- Telex number 655377 Skateboards SNA 
dents add 6% tax). No C.O.D. or phone orders. Dealer Inquiries Welcome 
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ontinuing advancement of the Gull Wing 
vould like to inform you, the public, of 
product in a class of their own. 
set of Gull Wings is purchased, the top 
ush with threads of the bolt. This gives 
horter turning radius. Each additional 
1 on this nut produces a longer radius 
1e action adjustment is made the truck 

1 should be obtained by adjusting the 
k of the pivot up toward the top nut 
red tension is received. (In no case 
se nuts holding the tension bolt be 
Skaters who have trouble keeping any 
ece, we Offer the new Support Bracket 
rees the entire body of the truck. Sold 
ory for $2.50 each. De- 
shirts } 


, CA 92021 ¢ (714) 440-0116 
Product photography/ Chuck Saccio 





Quicksilvers are made to go faster. One reason is Uniflex,™ 
and all Quicksilvers have it. Uniflex gives just the right 
amount of flex so that you get the maximum thrust out of 
every turn, without twisting. We eliminated twist because it 
delays response. 


To get just the right amount of flex, you select from decks 
rated to 50, 70, and 90 kg. One is just right for your weight. 
Quicksilver is light and strong and unbelievably fast. In 
fact it responds three times faster than other flexible 
boards, because it’s three times more resistant to twisting. 


Fast skateboarders can instantly feel the difference, and 
Uniflex gives them more confidence to go for faster and 
higher limits. One run, through a tight slalom course or 
down a steep hill will prove our claim—You can go for it 
with more confidence, because Quicksilver’s aren't made 
to be like other boards—they’re made to go faster. 


Quicktail. Our extremely hot new kicktail (not shown) is 
designed for radical banks and vertical surface riding. This 
kind of riding requires enough stiffness for instant kick- 
turns, and just enough flex to smooth-out jumps and jolts. 
It has just enough kicktail so you know it’s there. Quicktail 
has it all. 


A unique construction technique lets this extremely 
rugged board take the beating it's going to get and always 





come back for more. Quicktail really comes into its 
element in the most radical riding. You'll like the new sizes, 
feel and weight of Quicktail. It's super mean. 


Quicksilver Slalom Radials and Park Radials. Our new 
radial edge wheels (Shown above) are designed to push 
the speed and response of Quicksilver and Quicktail decks 
to even higher limits. When conventional flex-edge wheels 
are compressed in a hard turn, they deform. Their flexible 
edges catch on bumps, and cracks, causing loss of 
traction and control. 

Our new wheel design uses just the right edge profile and 
stiffness to roll faster through turns with better response. 
Two types are available: Slaloms are 2/2" dia. x 1%'' and 
give outstanding speed, response, and traction. Park 
Wheels are 22" dia. x 2'4''. Designed for pools, bowls and 
skateparks; they're made to climb higher, and smooth out 
rough terrain. 

Discover all of the Quicksilver High Performance 
Equipment at your nearest skateboard shop, or write for 
detailed performance specs. and a Quicksilver sticker. 
Dealers. Call or write for Dealer’s Information Kit. 
Quicksilver, 725 Union Avenue, Santa Barbara, CA 93103. 
(805) 966-7080 


















ACS found a need for a super-wide-track 
but lightweight and responsive truck—and 
we filled it! Features include 6.50” high- 
strength alloy steel axle, 4” pivot width. 
Wide black base with three- and four-hole 
mounting pattern. 






wy Tom Sims (Sims 
Skateboards) and Mike 
Weed (Hobie 
Skateboards) check out 
the ACS Model 651 
trucks at the Concrete 
Wave, Anaheim, 
California. 





ACS 651 


ACS 651BG 


ACS offers a complete line of trucks to satisfy the individual requirements 
| of demanding skateboarders. Featuring 356 aluminum-magnesium 

| alloy heat treated to the T-6 condition, durable urethane tips, natural 
red rubbers, aircraft locknuts, and precision finishes. All trucks are 
100% guaranteed, and damaged parts will be replaced free of charge 

by the factory. You wouldn't want anything less beneath your feet! 


Send 50¢ for brochure and decal to: American Cycle Systems 
1449 Industrial Park St. 
Covina, CA 91722 


(213) 331-0582 
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Check the self-lubricating Celcon® truck bearing. It you're riding with a full deck. : 
steers slick, wears well, and acts as an added shock 
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MAGNUM DEVELOPMENT’S 
CONCERN FOR SAFETY LETS 
YOU HANG IT OUT 

WITHOUT HANGING IT UP 
Our designers have made the Magnum 
skateboard the most advanced wea- 


_pon. against road hazards and truck 


breakage. 





CURB FOILER 

The reinforcement rib at the front of 
the truck cylinder strengthens the 
truck assembly and acts as a deflector 
skid on any large obstacles in your 
path. This exclusive feature practic- 
ally eliminates stubbing and means a 
lot less road rash. 


LONG-LIFE COMPONENTS 

* Fail-safe Truck—The trunnion 
neck is seated %” into the truck cylin- 
der. Even if the extra tough trunnion 
bolt fails, the system is held together 
by gravity, allowing you to traverse to 
a sure stop. The truck barrel is light 
yet super rugged because a cylinder 
is the strongest geometric design. 


%* Redundant Damping Wedge—even 
if half of it breaks, the other half car- 
ries on the work fully supported on 
each side by the compression rubber. 


* Celcon Bearing—prevents any 
metal-to-metal contact in the truck 
and augments the damping capabili- 
ties of our soft wheel for vibration 
free control. 


%* Wide Coverage Abrasive—the best 
quality non-skid material that you 
ordinarily pay more for as an extra. 


COMPETITION TEAM GAPTAIN 
DENIS SHUFELDT 

“The first time I rode the Shooting 
Star I was amazed. Immediately I 
could feel the difference in speed, 
control and responsiveness. In my 
opinion, this is the fastest, most 
maneuverable skateboard ever 
created!” 


“For years people tricked-up skateboard 
components trying to escape the limita- 
tions imposed by glorified rollerskate 
parts. Then the designers from Magnum 
Development decided to take a shot at it. 
They aimed for nothing less than excel- 
lence and they hit the bull’s eye.” 





MAGNUM DEVELOPMENT IS 
YOUR COMPLETE 
SKATEBOARD COMPANY 

We manufacture all of our compo- 
nents (trucks, wheels and decks). 
Therefore, we can offer an integrated 
system with the highest quality con- 
trol standards in the industry. As a 
total system, Magnum represents the 
hottest skateboard value today. 


MAGNUM COMPONENTS FIT 
ALL STANDARD SYSTEMS 

You may prefer to start upgrading 
your present equipment one step at a 
time with our component parts. The 
decks, trucks, tires and wheels are 
available at your Magnum dealer so 


THE MAGNUM SKATEBOARD - 
IF YOU WANT TO GET IT ON, 


GET ON IT 


7.50 


» 


19.25 


MACHU 
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you can make it happen any way you 
want. 


PICK UP ON THE MAGNUM 
ACCESSORIES 

¢ Shooting Star Tee Shirt 

* Team Magnum Competition Jersey 
* Color Posters 


¢ Sew-on Patch 
° Wheel and Truck Decals 


HOW TO TRY IT 
We went the extra distance to give 
you the best skateboard system imag- 


inable. Now we want you to feel the 


freedom that comes in riding this 
superb piece of equipment. It’s easy to 
tell you how great the Magnum Skate- 
board works, but why don’t you prove 
it for yourself? Ride one of our 
demonstration boards now! They’re at 
your skatepark or your skateboard 
dealer wherever you see the Magnum 
Shooting Star. 


TURN YOUR DEALER ON TO US 
If your favorite skateboard dealer 
doesn’t carry Magnum products have 
him call us at (213) 973-0711 and tune 
into our exciting pogram. We want 
YOU to stay in touch too! If you did 
not get one of our Shooting Star trans- 
fers from the last issue of Skate- 
boarder magazine, write to us at the 
address below before May 31st, 1977 
and we’ll send you one free. 


q 
MAGNUM" 


Menu 


A DeVel OF MATTEL, INC. 
Hawthorne, Ca. 90250 (213) 973-0711 
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FREESTYLE: Are you 
missing the most 
important trick? 


by Russ Howell 


Skateboarding has come a long way 
since the metal wheels and the no-turn 
trucks of the early sixties. The com- 
petitive areas of the sport have reached 
limitless levels of performance. Downhill 
racers are now pushing speeds of 70 
m.p.h. Slalom racers are pumping their 
boards faster than the eye can follow, 
and the high jumpers are making the five- 
foot mark look easy. With all the skaters 
adopting a new ‘‘go for it!’’ attitude, the 
most respected area of expression still 
remains—the freestyle event. 

Earlier routines resembled land surfers 
walking their boards and doing spinners. 
Those prehistoric styles are still found on 
long sloping roads in the back country, 
but the competitive routines of today 
have been transformed into a multitude of 
various sports forms. The freestyle rider 
may gain from such sports as ice skating, 
gymnastics, surfing and even the martial 
arts. Skateboarding is a free spirited sport 
that lends itself to very few limitations. 

Within a freestyle routine there are six 
main divisions of tricks: (1) wheelies, (2) 
spins, (3) gymnastics, (4) jumps, (5) mul- 
tiple board stunts, and (6) transitional 
moves. To show versatility, the rider will 
try to include as many moves from all the 
freestyle divisions as possible. Although 
transitional moves don't get the recogni- 
tion of major tricks, they are usually more 
time consuming in the learning process 
and a good judge will reward them 
accordingly. 

Choose your music with thought to 
your style of riding. Too fast a selection 
may push you beyond your limits and 
cause you to lose control. Listen several 
times to the music and try to draw a men- 
tal picture of what you want your routine 
to include. Your tricks should be spaced 
so interpretation of the music can be 
emphasized. 

Props and other boards may be used 
within your routine to nelp you remember 
the sequence of moves. These memory 
aids can help to make you feel more con- 
fident, instead of constantly worrying 
about what comes next. A good freestyle 
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“Giving a trick a certain flair of show can 
prove to the audience that you are in 
control.’ Russ demonstrating 
showmanship to 55,000 spectators at 
Anaheim’'s Beach Boys Concert. 

“The result is entertainment...” 
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rider shows little concentration during his 
routine, although it is always there. Make 
your routine appear to be natural and 
spontaneous. 

There is, of course, a seventh division 
of talent within the sport of freestyle 
skateboarding—the art of showmanship. 
It has only recently become an area of 
practice, but it is obvious among all the 
top competitors. Its importance within a 
routine cannot be overemphasized. 
Those little hand gestures and dance-like 
transitional moves may mean the 
difference between winning and losing. 
Giving a trick a certain flair of show can 
prove to the judges and the audience that 
you are in control. It is this area of en- 
deavor that could very well be the most 
important trick of all. lce skaters and gym- 
nasts alike try to make their hardest tricks 
appear easy, while giving much of their 
routines to showy gestures. They com- 
bine difficulty, ease of execution, and a 
mood to illustrate a performance of illu- 
sion. The result is entertainment, which 
scores high with both the judges and the 
audience. 

The freestyle event takes more time 
and thought than any other skateboard- 
ing event. It is for this reason that the 
emotional rewards of victory, or the emp- 
tiness of defeat are at their peaks. What- 
ever the outcome, the satisfaction of a 
good routine can be remembered by the 
response of an applauding audience. 
There is a warning about the freestyle 
event—it can be addictive. Because you 
are required to invest all your time into it, 
you may find it impossible to withdraw 
from even the most impossible conditions 
of competition. | for one still think those 


conditions are worth the risk. Sy 





Strength moves... a Howell specialty. 
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SAMPLE ROUTINE: used by Russ 
Howell for the following events: 
(1) World Masters Invitational 
Competition 
Nassau Colliseum, New York 
(2) California Free Former World 
Professional Skateboard 
Championships 
Long Beach Arena, California 


Samoan Squat 
6 360 Spins 
Spacewalks 
Power slides 
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Dance Moves oe 
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dstand Flange 
Handstand Bunny Hop re 


Six boards 
stacked 
handstand 








“Going for it,” ina radical freestyle way. 
Russ spinning seemingly endless 360’s 
at Anaheim. 
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HOME OF QUALITY WOODS AND WORKMANSHIP 


California Hardwoods has made a major decision. That is to offer their years of experience 
in quality wood products to the skateboard industry. We offer to you the manufacturer, our 
select kiln dried woods plus our experience in working them to your needs and specifications. 
All sizes and shapes available. We will manufacure sizes and shapes to your specifications. 
Send for our in stock price sheet. O.E.M. and dealer inquiries only. PLEASE — NO RETAIL 
SALES: 


Look for this brand of excellence 


California Hardwoods 
515 S. Raymond Street: 
Alhambra, Ca. 91803 
(213) 570-9229 


P.O. Box 1418 for quaranteed quality. 


ASA leads the nation 
in skatepark development. 


















For a reason. 


Because we offer more. More 
assistance in building and operating parks in the world’s 
newest and hottest sports attraction — skateboarding. 


Assistance like: 


Engineering services 

Lucrative membership package 
Insurance 

Construction supervision 

Area exclusivity 
Centralized purchasing 
Complete turnkey operation 


Even financial assistance to qualified investors. 
And much, much more. 


That's why there’s over 50 ASA 
sanctioned parks in the country today. 
And 102 anticipated by Summer, 1977. 


Get into the hottest and most profitable 


: sports attraction today. Write AMERICAN 
American Skateboard Association, FO: Box 1t SKATEBOARD ASSOCIATION 
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TRUCKS | 


DESIGN REPORT: 
THE SKATEBOARD TRUCK 


by Brian Gillogly 


Second only to the urethane wheel in its 
impact on the sport, the skateboard truck is 
presently where the industry is focusing 
most of its technological and creative effort. 
The resulting changes in the truck, however, 
whether subtle or substantial, reflect widely 
varying, and sometimes conflicting, 
concepts about optimal (or, at least, 
adequate) design and construction. 

In the following report we will examine the 
skateboard truck in a few of its many forms; 
not to make value judgments about truck or 
related theory, but to draw some useful 
generalizations; and, hopefully, clear up 
some basic misunderstandings. Toward this 
end, SKATEBOARDER talked with Bennett 
and Tracker, generally regarded as the first 
developers of high-performance trucks, as 
well as with the manufacturers of systems 
which represent clear departures from - 
conventional truck design. This latter group 
includes Speed Spring, Gull Wing, Stroker 
and Magnum. We appreciate the 
cooperation of all those parties, and 
especially that of Kevin 
Russell, whose in-the-field expertise helped 
provide direction in our research. 


From its earliest beginnings, days when 
surfless surfers took to the streets and side- 
walks on two-by-four’s mounted with roller 
skate trucks, the skateboard had definite 
characteristics which set it apart from 
scooters, wagons, coasters and other push- 
coast vehicles. The basic nature of the 
skateboard has, in fact, remained unchanged 
over the years. Larry Balma of Tracker Trucks 
tells why in his definition of a skateboard, also 
pointing out the significance of the truck in 
the overall unit: 

“A skateboard is a gravity-bound vehicle 
that consists of roller wheels suspended be- 
neath a platform by hardware that enables 
the vehicle to change direction by tilting the 
platform, on a longitudinal axis, in the direc- 
tion of the turn desired.” 

In other words, it continues to be the action 
of the truck which defines the skateboard. 
The rider simply leans to one side, shifting his 
weight off center, and the skateboard turns; 
thus, the similarity to skiing and surfing. 


DESIGN EVOLUTION 

The steering system which originally made 
this turning action possible was patented in 
1935 by the Chicago Rollerskate Company. It 
consisted of the same basic components as 
the average skateboard truck of today: 
hanger, axle, king pin and base. In the mid- 
sixties, during the short-lived national 
skateboard phenomenon, Chicago adapted 
an updated version of this truck for skate- 
boarding, merely by riveting the narrow base 
to a wide, 3-hole base plate. 

As the sport began to reemerge in the early 
seventies, Sure Grip modified the basic Chi- 
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cago design for skateboarding. The base was 
cast in one piece and fit for a 4-hole mount- 
ing. (4-hole is currently the most prevalent 
and preferred mounting.) The king pin, which 
would often drag going over bumps and 
curbs, was recessed but still slightly exposed. 
Rubber pivot bushings were added to absorb 
shock and reduce metal-on-metal wear. And 
most importantly, the pivot arm was 
shortened, producing a lessened, though 
more even-turning action. However, the Sure 
Grip Truck was still basically of a roller skate 
design. 

About that same time, Ron Bennett, an 
architect-engineer from Orange County, rec- 
ognized the problem—‘'In order to get the 
truck to turn, it had to be loosened up so 
much that it got speed wobbles ... at low 
speeds’'—and set about to find a solution. It 
came in early 1975 when Mr. Bennett in- 
troduced the Bennett Hijacker, a completely 
reengineered version of the basic conven- 
tional system, widely heralded as the first true 
skateboard truck. 

In essence, Mr. Bennett had improved al- 
most every aspect of the truck. For instance, 
the king pin was recessed well below the axle 
housing, while the axle itself was lowered, in 
part, for better clearance. Aircraft quality lock 
nuts were introduced to allow fine and tight 
wheel adjustment. The complete truck was 
strengthened by design and material. And, 
according to Mr. Bennett, most crucial to the 
truck were ‘‘special recipe’ rubbers, which 
could be run tight in combination with a steep 
turning axis (65 degrees) and wider wheel- 
base (2%’’ between the wheels as opposed 
to 1%'’ on the Sure Grip), to allow smoother, 
tighter turning and a more cushioned ride. 

As Mr. Bennett puts it: ‘It (possessed), in- 
creased leverage and geometric turning ca- 
pability, making it higher at the same time, 
and allowing it to be run with tight rubbers. . . 
so you did have control and didn’t have that 
sloppy wobble.” 

Meanwhile in San Diego, on the long hills of 
La Costa, Dave Dominy, Larry Balma and 
friends, began testing prototypes of a wide- 
base truck designed to permit long lines and 
contro! on downhill runs. The approach, ad- 
mittedly, was surfing and skiing inspired. The 
design, however, also proved well suited to 
skateboard slalom, which was just beginning 
to gain popularity that spring. The.truck was 
premiered a few months later at the Del Mar 
Nationals, with Chris Yandall riding a pair into 
first place in the men's slalom. 

The Tracker Truck, as it was aptly named 
for its wide track (414"’ between wheels), was 
more than just a wide truck. Although the 
turning axis was close to that of the Sure Grip 
(about 5 degrees less, or 45 degrees), it 
proved more efficient with the increased 
leverage of the width. This geometry also 
gave it a low center of gravity, which could be 
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best taken advantage of on a board with 
wheel wells or cutouts. And above all, itwasa 
simple, direct approach to truck design: 
meatiness and high quality metals for 
strength; big rubbers for good tension and 
shock absorption; and, above the rubber, a 
single tension adjustment for easy tuning. 
(On a conventional truck with two tension 
adjustments, the nut below the rubbers 
must be tightened down against the base 
plate to prevent king-pin wobble and the 
resulting stripped threads.) 


CONSTRUCTION 

Central to design engineering, as Ron Ben- 
nett points out, is providing the end product 
with maximum strength from minimum mate- 
tial. In the construction of skateboard trucks, 
this principle is wise from both a financial and 
performance standpoint. 

Financially, using less material can mean 
less cost, unless the particular design re- 
quires excessively expensive materials for 
sufficient strength. And in terms of riding 
characteristics, less material can mean less 
weight, which is generally considered desir- 
able for all-around skating. [Ron Bennett be- 
lieves that the power-to-weight ratio is all- 
important (‘You have to get that mass mov- 
ing’’), while Larry Balma argues that the case 
is sometimes overstated or blown out of per- 
spective. Larry points out that the weight 
difference in trucks is often a matter of 
ounces (e.g., Bennett Hijacker—9 oz., Speed 
Spring—9.5 oz., Bennett Pro—10.5 o2z., 
TraTracker Halftrack—10.6 oz., Tracker Mid- 
track—11.3 oz., Tracker T-100—12 oz., Gull 
Wing—12.3 oz., Stroker—15 oz., Magnum— 
20.7 oz.), while the difference in tops is often 
in pounds (e.g., G&S FibreFlex Kicktail—1 % 
lbs., Tracker Rocket—2 Ibs., G&S Peralta 
Model—3% Ibs., Logan [almond wood]—3 
lbs.). The counter argument here is that in 
freestyle, and especially in kick turns and 
wheelies, the specific location of the weight 
on the board (i.e., concentrated near the 
ends or dispersed across the length of the 
board) can affect performance. ] 

Efficiency and strength factors were ac- 
tually important considerations in the devel- 








opment of the first skateboard trucks. Where 
the Chicago roller skate truck-was all-steel 
hardware, the Sure Grip was principally 
made from die cast aluminum, which can be 
sufficiently strong and is significantly lighter 
than steel construction. Bennett and Tracker 
also looked to aluminum for their first sys- 
tems, although in this case it was a superior 
metal produced through sand casting. 

Today the two largest parts of the average 
skateboard truck—hanger and base—con- 
tinue to be produced in sand cast and die 
cast aluminum, though a few base plates are 
now made from injection molded plastic for 

reduced weight. Sand casting, as used by 
Bennett, Tracker and Speed Spring, forms 
each part in two-section cavities of tightly 
packed sand, thus requiring a new mold ev- 
ery time. Parts are subsequently machined to 
exact specifications and then heat treated 
(heated and dipped in water quickly) for deep 
strength. 

Die casting, on the other hand, employs a 
metallic mold which is filled with molten 
aluminum under pressure. The hardened 
casting is essentially finished at that point, as 
it has been formed to exact size and cannot 
usually accept heat treating because of the 
different nature of the metal necessary to the 
process. Die casting, therefore, is a less ex- 
pensive method than sand casting, despite 
the initial cost of the mold. And although it is 
generally-associated with low-quality trucks, 
manufacturers like H.P.G. (Gull Wing), 
Stroker and Magnum argue that using a high- 
quality die casting metal and good design, a 
die cast truck can be sufficiently strong or 
even stronger than a sand cast truck (sand 
casters disagree strongly on this point). For 
example, a die cast base plate might be 
formed with a partially cored-out underside 
for lightness, and thin criss-crossing ribs for 
strength; whereas in sand casting, this de- 
sign would be unfeasible. 

Ron Bennett has, in fact, been using 
strengthening ribs on his base plate of in- 
jection molded plastic (produced through a 
similar process to die casting except using a 
liquid plastic compound) since October, 
1976. While some of his older plastic plates 
broke in regular use, this new plate has stood 
up well; a fact basically attributable, however, 
to a recomposition of the plastic. Both the 
Bennett and the similar Speed Spring plastic 
base plates use metal inserts where the king 
pin enters the base, being that it is a high- 
stress point in most trucks. Another stress 
point is around each mounting bolt, a prob- 
lem which, especially on a plastic base plate, 
should be alleviated through the use of a flat 
washer under the nut. Mr. Bennett also ad- 
vises that the nut should be fastened “snug, 
not tight,"’ to avoid putting the bolt under 
unnecessary stress. 

The other principal truck parts which must 
deal with constant stress are king pins and 
axles. Both are made from steel alloys of 
varying strength and durabilities. The most 
important difference among these parts has 
to do with the original quality of the metal, al- 
though the threading method is also of great 
importance. 

Metal threads are basically either rolled or 
cut. Rolled threads are imprinted on the 
metal under pressure, thereby not disturbing 
the grain (much like the grain of a tree). Cut 
threads, on the other hand, are machined 
into the metal, cutting the natural grain and, 
therefore, weakening the metal. To overcome 
this problem, axles and king pins with cut 


threads are often case hardened (heated at 
a high temperature and cooled off very 
quickly) giving it a hard shell to prevent bend- 
ing and stripping. 

However, most axles and king pins should 
flex to some degree, in order to make them 
more resistant to breaking. Itis for this reason 
that the strongest axles and king pins, 
whether cut or rolled, are heat treated rather 
than case hardened. Heat treating, unlike 
case hardening, provides the metal with 
strength throughout, rather than just on the 
surface, allowing for necessary flexing. 

Taking the bumps and constant stress is 
also, in part, the function of the non-metal 
parts of the truck: rubbers and bushings. Of 
rubbers, Ron Bennett offers: ‘Soft and hard 
isn't the key . . . the key is in the basic com- 
pound.” In other words, most important are 
the compression characteristics of the rub- 
ber (ideally, ‘‘the more it compresses, the 
more it resists’). Most top rubbers, therefore, 
contain some gum rubber (natural rubber) 
for liveliness, and neoprene (a synthetic rub- 
ber) for durability. 

Bennett rubbers, for instance, are blended 
for performance more so than long life. Even 
so, Mr. Bennett suggests that rubbers like his 
may be rotated for longer wear (‘‘Scrub them 
up with soap and water and let them rest on 
the window sill . . . they'll come back a bit’’). 
Larry Balma also recognizes the importance 
of the rubbers in the overall unit, and hy- 
pothesizes: ‘The best improvements you're 
going to see (in the truck) are better materials 
for the rubbers.” 

Pivot bushings (the cushioning piece 
where hanger arm meets base plate), on the 
other hand, serve more exclusively as shock 
absorbers than do rubbers, and are engi- 
neered accordingly. In September 1975, Ron 
Bennett was the first manufacturer to apply 
urethane to this purpose, with most other 
truck makers eventually following suit. Simply 
stated, urethane lasts longer than rubber, 
while providing sufficient cushioning. What's 
more, in a truck with a bad pivot design (the 
hanger arm tends to slide from side to side in 
the hole, rather than turning from a single 
point), a good bushing will help overcome the 
resulting unprecise turning action by creat- 
ing a more uniform tension on the arm. (A 
bad pivot will, however, often crack the bush- 
ing and generally reduce its functional life.) 


NONCONVENTIONAL DESIGN 

During the last two years, Tracker and Ben- 
nett have made many subtle improvements to 
their first trucks, as well as offering shortened 
and lengthened wheelbases, respectively, 
while maintaining original geometry (i.e., 
turning axis, or ‘angle of attack’’). Tracker 
now also offers the Halftrack (2%'’ between 
the wheels), and is soon to bring out an inter- 
mediate-length wheelbase with their Mid- 
track (3-13/32’'). Bennett has the widened 
Pro (4-1/16") and the Pro Ad Trak (extend- 
able to 4-7/8"). However, the evolution of 
the truck, as a few manufacturers would have 
it, may not stop at alterations in wheelbase. 

The Speed Spring, for instance, came out 
in August 1975, with an unusual design in- 
tended to improve riding by increasing the ef- 
ficiency of the shock (absorber). As Speed 
Spring's Henry Larrucea describes the truck, 
the shock was placed at ‘close to a right 
angle to the action of the axle,” or “directly 
opposed” to that action. To further improve 
the function of the shock, Speed Spring first 
went with a spring of high-quality music wire 





steel (‘The spring is just a lively shock’’), al- 
though now offers rubbers as well. According 
to Henry, the positioning of the shock as 
such, allows, among other things, improved 
gyrating and 360’s because of the quick re- 
turn in ‘‘weighting and unweighting” maneu- 
vers. Speed Spring is also coming out with a 
split axle truck to allow better clearance and 
because ‘‘a wide (steel) axle can weigh more 
than the whole (aluminum) casting.” 

Curiously enough, the split axle Speed 
Spring bears a resemblance to H.P.G.'s Gull 
Wing, already on the market. The Gull Wing 
has its rubber in a similar position to that of 
the Speed Spring, and also employs sepa- 
rated axles (3-7/8 between wheels). The 
major difference in the trucks, is that the Gull 
Wing was designed for major adjustment of 
both tension and turning radius. This latter 
adjustment moves the axle forward or back- 
ward, changing the turning axis between 45 
and 30 degrees, while maintaining a low cen- 
ter of gravity. (Weges will also change the 
truck’s angle of attack a few degrees, al- 
though raising the rider’s center of gravity 
at the same time.) 

An even more fundamental breakaway 
from conventional truck theory than either 
Gull Wing or Speed Spring, is the Stroker de- 
sign. Based on automotive technology, the 
Stroker allows the wheels to steer independ- 
ently from each other through a series of ball 
and socket linkages. As such, there are ad- 
justments for toe-in, toe-out, ‘camber and 
caster. Also, turning tension may be altered 
by changing the spring from among three 
available: standard, light and heavy. (The 
system contains no rubbers or bushings.) 

Also distinctive is the concept of a single 
axis truck, such as the Pittsburg and the new 
Magnum. Where the conventional truck has 
both a steering and rebound axis, the Mag- 
num, for instance, requires only the former, 
with a very even turning tension provided by a 
“damping wedge” and rebound rubber act- 
ing on the main bolt. The black plated cylin- 
der which encloses the ‘‘damping wedge 
rebound system” is not only impressive in ap- 
pearance, but, reportedly, highly functional. 
According to Magnum's Steve Kimell: “The 
cylinder dissipates heat . . . restrains the sys- 
tem and protects it, and makes it very 
strong.” A unique ‘‘curb foiler’’ metal strip on 
the bottom side of the truck also adds to its 
strength, while keeping the wheels from 
catching on curbs. It is also noteworthy that, 
like the Tracker and the Pittsburg, the Mag- 
num system has only one adjustment, adding 
to the overall simplicity of the truck. 


Certainly, there is a great deal more which 
could be said about the design and construc- 
tion of the skateboard truck, yet it is question- 
able how much that information would help 
the skateboarder choose the best system for 
his style and terrain. So much must be left to 
personal preference. 

Again, as with buying wheels and tops, 
there is no substitute for common sense. For 
instance, cosmetic copies are generaly infe- 
rior to the original (or at least command less 
respect). And, the advertised recommenda- 
tion of a pro skater should not be weighed too 
heavily, as it may not jibe with his actual pref- 
erence. In other words, go with what is 
proven and what works for you, while keep- 
ing an open mind for possible improvements 
and breakthroughs. For, as skateboard tech- 
nology has shown us in a scant three years, 
almost anything’s possible. 8 


39 





if, ave CAL FORMANCE 










yor 


High Quality ‘ 


Replaceable 
fingertip pads 
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palm and forearm support 


with removable metal insert 


DEALER INQUIRES WELCOME 


kK ow Kw we OK ae OK KOK ow OK KR kD ® 
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WAREHOUSE 


Save money—time 





oerving over 500 accounts with 20 


name-brand products. 

Points © save money © paperwork e time 
Here’s a partial list of brands we carry: 
Kryptonic Wheels—exclusive West Coast 
distributor 

Skateboard wheels—Rolls Royce, Sims and Eagle 
Skateboard trucks—Tracker, ACS, HPG, California 
Slalom 

Skateboard accessories—Rad Pads, wrenches, T- 
shirts, etc. 

Skateboards—name brands of wood and 
fiberglass. 


Skateboard Warehouse 


830 1st St., Suite E 
Encinitas, Calif. 92024 
(714) 753-8842 
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SS Hardwood kick tail 
SS ax Design by the pros. 
Channeled bottom 


California 
Rainbow 


(714) 566-4500 
9455 Cabot Drive, San Diego, CA 92126 
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WHAT'S HOT ? 


Cutaways with layered construction. Boards that meet the demands of competition 
and withstand everyday abuse. Layered for strength. Cutaway wheel 
wells lower the center of gravity. Maximum width ratio center, 
nose, and tail for uninhibited downhill, slalom, and 
freestyle. Weber Kicktails will outride any other 
and outlast ‘all. Team-tested and skate- 
park-proven... THE BEST. 












WOODY 
ret A 3 layers, ash and mahogany. Cross- 
" grain lamination. Won't crack, split, 
aa or break. No pads, no wheel rub. 
ee 28" X 8” with 7” grip tape. Shown 

with Pool Rider wheel. 


WHO'S 
Le 
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HOT ? 
Woody Woods, Kelly Mahon, and Wade Brown (Calif.); 
Jimmy Plummer and George Wilson (Fla.). 


STRATA-FLEX 

Strata as in many layers. 20 layers of 
fiberglass cloth. Bonded under heat 
and pressure. Exact camber for 
semi-flex. 100% snap-back memory. 


Worn eiieMenete mclaitae ass asi MAIL ORDER DIRECT or see your local pro shop. 


ith 7" ari ; f Add 6% sales tax in Calif. and $2.50 for handling and 
Sl weet A Ll shipping. Tops $27.50. Wheels (not too stiff, nor too 
‘ soft, right amount of flex) Pool Rider, Giant Slalom, 
all each $5.50. For other optional equipment, send for 
full mail order brochure. EXT) oh 
Phone 


860 Pacific Coast Hwy., Hermosa Beach, CA 90254 (213) 379-7829 
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CONCRETE WAVE 


“AMERICA’S MOST SUCCESSFUL SKATEPARK”? 





| Concrete Wave 
| Now Open 

| 10 a.m.-10 p.m. daily 

| 8 a.m.-10 p.m. Sat., Sun. 
| & Holidays 





Disneyland 


| C & K Skateparks, Inc. 


950 So. Citron St. » Anaheim, California 92805 « (714) 956-3101 
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Tom Padaca 


SRA 


The Pro/Am Skateboard Racing Association is 
pleased to announce the 3rd Annual Hang Ten 
World Pro Skateboard Championships, sched- 
uled for September 3, 1977. The 1st Hang Ten 
Pro/Am World Skateboard Championships 
was held in 1975, at the L.A. Sports Arena, and 
was the first major World skateboard cham- 
pionship of its kind. In 1976, the 2nd Annual 
Hang Ten World Pro Championships was held 
at Carlsbad Skatepark, and was a smashing 
success, with ABC Wide World of Sports cov- 
ering the event for national television viewing. 
We look forward to sanctioning and producing 
this annual event and to introducing several 
new areas of competition. 


The decision on the ‘‘Pro’’ Division Titles has 
been approved for 1977. However, a decision 
on the Amateur World Titles has not been 
reached, due to the need for sponsorship. We 
are enthused about the support the pro skaters 
are receiving from the industry, but we are very 
concerned about support for the amateur. With 
the large number of -pro invitational com- 
petitions on the circuit, the amateur skater has 
difficulty finding competitions that are ‘‘open’’ 
to amateurs. There is a tremendous need for 
community and industry support for amateur 
programs. 


Many skateboarders live in towns and commu- 
nities that are considering outlawing skate- 
boarding, as a means of curbing its ever 
increasing popularity and its inherent prob- 
lems. Our last ‘SRA Report’’ column urged 
skateboarders to petition local Chambers of 
Commerce, businesses, and youth organiza- 
tions for support of skateboarding programs in 
their area. We are pleased with the response 
we have already received from interested 


youth groups and community organizations. 
We hope the interest continues to grow. 


If you know of a sponsor interested in support- 
ing a skateboard function of any kind in your 
community, please contact us at your earliest 
convenience, as our event calendar for 1977 is 
rapidly being booked. Staff and event resumes 
available on request. 


For membership information, please send 50€. 


Address all inquiries to: Pro/Am Skateboard 
Racing Association, P.O. Box 578, Dana Point, 
CA 92629. 


T. PADACA/J. MARKELL 





Di Dootson 


PISA 


Since the last article printed in this section, the 
Pacific Skateboard Association has changed 
its name to the Pacific International Skateboard 
Association. Many felt that to simply say “'Pa- 
cific’ implied that we were limited to activities 
on the West Coast. The initials P.I.S.A. now sig- 
nify the same group of manufacturers as P.S.A. 


We are pleased to announce the acquisition of 
a new member, High Precision Grinding IV, 
inc.—the makers of the Gull Wing Truck. They 
are represented by Walt Tiedge, manufac- 
turer's representative, and pro racer Mike Wil- 
liams, as their skater representative and 
designer of the truck. 


For some months we have been circulating a 
“Safety Tips’’ sheet. These are available as a 
courtesy from the P.I.S.A.; retail shop owners 
are encouraged to buy them from us at cost of 
printing ($1.50 per 100) and make them avail- 
able to their customers for free. Following the 
same idea is the first of a series of ‘Information 
Sheets."’ This one is titled ‘Maintenance and 
Adjustment of your Loose Bearing Wheels.” It 
gives clear instructions on how to remove, 
clean, and replace that older type of wheel. The 
series will include other needed information 
such as truck adjustment, how to put a board 
together, what safety equipment is for, and 
how to do various freestyle tricks. 





At the end of February we will be staffing a 
booth at the Anaheim Convention of the Cali- 
fornia Parks and Recreation Society. Aimed at 
city and county recreation departments, the 
skater and manufacturer representatives will 
present a positive viewpoint of the strength and 
growth of skateboarding as a sport, and how to 
add it to their neighborhood programs. The 
booth staff will increase public awareness of 
skateboarding through displays and demon- 
strations of items such as safety equipment, 
skatepark information, the ‘Safety Tips’’ and 
“Information Sheets,"’ and films—such as the 
Freeformer movie shot at the Long Beach Pro- 
fessional Contest last September. 


For futher information about the P.1.S.A., or to 
order the ‘‘Safety Tips’’ and ‘‘Instruction”’ 
sheets, write to P.O. Box 2025, Leucadia, CA, 
92024; or call 714/753-6214. 

DI DOOTSON 


Don E. Branker 


PSAA 


The Professional Skateboard Association is 
proud to announce that California Free Former 
Skateboards has been retained as the major 
sponsor to this year's championships to be 
held at Long Beach, California, on AUG. 27 


Mr. Rick Smith, President of Free Former, 
has agreed to increase the prize money over 
the $20,000 he gave last year. The full amount 
and contest outline will be announced shortly. 

Diamond Head crater in Hawaii will be the 
site of a major pro-am championship to be pro- 
duced by the PSAA. The two-day contest will 
be held July 3-4 in conjunction with a rock fes- 
tival. Amateurs must be Hawaiian residents. 
Pros will be by PSAA invitation only. 

Watch for the Blammo Skateboard Sweep- 
stakes coming to your town, and win an all- 
expenses-paid trip for four people to the World 
Championships at Long Beach. 

See you in September. 


DON E. BRANKER, PRESIDENT 
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SEQUIN TIAL 
OVERDRIVE 


James Muir, an aggressive 
Dogtown homeboy, lays down 
a sequential challenge 

to all comers. 
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DOG'S EVE VIEVY 


by John Smythe 
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Tony Alva, totat commitment beyond all 
previous tracks. | 





Tony Alva, viewed 100 times faster than the 
speed of sight (you've never seen pictures 
like these before, because there’s never 
been any). 


DIALING 
FOR 
DOLLARS 


It waS 11:45 on a hot Tuesday 
night. | sat in my office, hunched 
over my typewriter, chain-smoking 
and sipping stale coffee. Suddenly 
the phone rang. | answered. 
“Hello, Mr. Smythe, my name is 
Marilyn Nicholsberg, and I’m 
writing an article on skateboarding 
for awomen’s skin magazine...” 
The crackling voice on the other 
end of the phone went on to 
explain that Adams, Mad Dog and 
Constantineau had given her my 
number. It all seemed so innocent. 
The writer asked all of the typical 
questions, said all of the usual 
things. . . ‘Why do they call it 
Dogtown?” ... “You know, they 
really seem to be outlaw types,”’ 
etc., etc. She casually mentioned 
that Alva had recommended Bad 
H. and Fats as possible models. | 
concurred, ‘‘they’d make great 
beefcake; || think they're just what 
your magazine needs.” Finally she 
goes: ‘‘let me level with you . . . it’s 
about this ‘skate-nazi’ thing. How 
serious is it... | mean they all do 
have blond hair and blue eyes. 
They are all so Germanic.” | 
thought it over and realized that 
she’d really got a wrong number. | 
hung up. A baby’s crying shattered 
the stillness of the night. 
Somewhere a dog circled a fire 
hydrant. 
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“Dead weight is lost energy.""—James Muir, 
sequential overdrive. 


SHOOTING 
THE 
RAPIDS 


Pool riding’s parameters are 
ever expanding, and pool sessions 
are starting to draw interesting 
cross-sections of the non-skating 
public. A recent afternoon at the 
Dog Bowl drew a varied crowd, 
including: ; 

Tom Waits, wnose 1955 Cadillac 
was parked at the curb. ; 

Doug Moench, artist 
extraordinaire from the Marvel 
group, who was making action 
sketches for the Concrete 
Crusader. (The Crusader promises 
to be the first skating super hero in 
comicland.) 

A three-hundred-pound 
gentleman with the handle, “Big 
Daddy,” who picked up on the 
melee listening to his Hy-Gain C.B. 
radio. 

A group of forty-five interested 
neighbors. 

Two LAPD squad cars. One of 
the uniformed occupants stated, 
“We're just watching—it’s always a 
good show.” 

The leggy blonde chaufeurette, 
who had driven Mad Dog from the 
movie set in her tan Mercedes. 

A Channel 4 news mini-cam unit 
with assorted personnel. 

Foster Dupont, bay millionaire, 
who was encased in his 
headphones, listening to Furry 
Lewis on a portable cassette. 
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And an anonymous looking 
photographer who was filming the 
festivities at somewhere past 500 
shots per second, with an 
extremely odd looking camera. 

The skaters included everyone 
who was anyone in Dogtown, and 
a few who were not. The talk 
centered around looking for 
Brucie. Everyone’s waitin’ on him 
to come up and lay down some 
lines so that they can settle it 
like men. 

The equipment employed 
offered radical departures from the 
mass-production line 
technologies. Jay Adams has his 
well-advertised fiberglass chassis 
approach. James Muir and Wes 
Humpston are riding their hand- 
honed hardwood rise tails, with 
sophisticated rocker-edge 
contours and fully transitional 
volume. Tony Alva features a 
multiple laminate design with a sini 
layered wood core that has a Palfreyman, a man ahead of a growing 
drilled-out center, and is.surfaced reputation. 
with fiberglass skins. The entire 
unit is heat and pressure bonded. , 

Among the boys, three-quarter- 
pound blanks are the new rule. 

“Dead weight is lost energy.’ — 
James Muir. 

“The lighter, the livelier.”’—Paul 
Constantineau. 

“Keep your heights heavy and 
your skates light.’’—Wentzle Rum! 
IV. 

To realize what it all means to 
performance, weigh your current 
blank. 

The skating is reality therapy, 
with each move surpassing all 
previous ones. Biniak head-checks 
a newsreel cameraman, and 
Palfreyman asks if he got the shot. 
Tropical madness overcomes all. 
It’s total dementia in the deep end, 
ranging from complete upside 
down aerial assaults to four-walied 
off the lips. The crowd is going 
through the changes as they strain 
their necks trying to follow the 
action. The skate troopers 
continually put the heads of the 
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Paul Constantineau, working different 
planes. 
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Jay Adams, total dementia in the deep end. 





watchers in new places. Most of 
the beholders wear the look of 
someone trying to understand 
something they’ve never seen 
before. 

On the vertical lip, Alva and Muir 
are hitting airborne frontsides, and 
making them, while their 
anonymous looking camera 
accomplice records the act at 500 
plus frames. The newscaster 
comes up and attempts to talk to 
the photographer, who remains 
silent behind the high-pitched 
shrill whine of his mechanized 
camera. The work done, Alva 
comes up, and the news guy 
begins to interview him. Eventually 
he indicates to the mute high- 
speed man, and tentatively utters, 
“Tony, | don’t think | caught your 
friend’s name.” Alva replies, 
“That’s probably because he didn’t 
give it.” The news gatherer again 
approaches the photographer and 
inquires, “That is a very interesting 
device there; just what exactly are 
you doing?”’ The speed 
cameraman wearily replies, ‘“‘We 
have divided the peak of action 
plane into 12 cubic sectors, and 
are using this machine to analyze 
each of these in terms of speed, 
velocity, depth and distance 
traveled.’ The photographer stalks 
off, leaving the commentator, who 
blankly gazes at Alva. Tony now 
offers in clarification, “That 
camera is 100 times faster than a 
typical motor drive. . . it’s the only 
one fast enough.” Alva departs, 
leaving the newscaster standing 
alone with the look of someone 
trying to understand something 
that he cannot see on his face. 

The boys were dealing with 
things too rapid to be observed, 
the kind that are so quick that they 
are felt rather than seen. The 
documentation must be done in 
sequential overdrive . . . faster 
than the speed of life, it’s the dog’s 
eye view. ‘““You should have been 
here yesterday” has become “‘you 
oughtto be here tomorrow.” @ 
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SKATEBOARDER INTERVIEW: 


LAURA 


THORNHILL 


1 ata ee LADY IS A CHAMP” by Warren Bolster 


Breaking the first rule of conducting an interview; that is, remaining impartial, we embark on this, our first SKATE- 
BOARDER interview with a girl, 16-year-old Laura Thornhill of Torrance, California, a skater whose easy-going per- 
sonality and red-hot talents has melted our collective, critical defense systems. (Even the finicky Mellow Cat was 
reduced to a mere whimper on first esoteric glimpse of Laura’s relaxed board boogie.) 

Apparently we aren’t her only fans; most of the other top skaters we’ve talked to further attest to her positive wonder 
rolling energy and aesthetic qualities. Many join us in admitting she’s one of their all-around favorites, male or female. 
The rapidly rising fan mail further testifies to her widespread following. For the last few months, we’ve received more 
requests for a Laura Thornhill interview than for any other. In fact, if mail can be considered any kind of an indication, 
Laura is second only to the affable Weaver himself (also, incidentally, a Thornhill fan), followed closely by the 
Peralta’s, Berryman’s, Oneal’s and Cathey’s, which only goes to prove what we've expected all along—that the public 
has incredibly good taste. 

So here | sit, proudly thinking of all the lovely, talented female performers in skateboarding, and how lucky we all 
are to have such fine representatives. Few are the sports where the girls can compete to such a performance level 
and still retain their feminine charm and grace. Laura, as the apparent all-around leader, as recently witnessed by her 
Overall World Championship win, remains so harmoniously uncompromised by any and all skateboarding situations 
that she’s earned the respect and support of her male counterparts, an unusual tribute normally only reserved for 
others of their kind, undoubtedly opening doors for all the girls, as well as attracting more to the sport and the more 
radical terrains. It’s been said of others before, but it’s just as true of Laura—she makes it all look so easy. The girl is 
hot, super hot. 

Trying to describe how she skates is a difficult task, at best. Seeing truly is believing. It has to do with the way she 
moves, on, or off, her skateboard. Like the cats she’s so fond of, she adds the soft, sleek, super-coordinated touch to 
the most radical of situations, including pools, pipelines, and all the parks. Her trim 5’3%2”, 100 Ib. figure, “closed”’ 
(feet together) stance, and long, flowing hair spreads the icing on the cake, making for one helluva clean eye- and 
camera-pleasing package. 

It should be explained at this time that Laura allows herself to be photographed without a helmet while doing rela- 
tively safe freestyle routines. She does, however, wear full safety gear all the time, otherwise, and has recently pur- 
chased a special helmet. In spite of her safety consciousness and safety gear, she had the misfortune recently of 
dislocating her elbow while performing a 1% on a banked wall in front of Stacy Peralta, who, she admits, she was 
trying to impress. Seems the borrowed board she was riding had hard wheels which slipped out beneath her. “She 
didn’t fall that hard .. . | guess she just hit the ground wrong,” relates Stacy. Anyway,. this put a damper on our 
intended pool and pipe-riding photo sessions, not to mention the shoulder-length cast on her arm for three weeks, 
further adding to her frustration of never being photographed doing well in those radical terrains. 

As we go to press, Laura is out of her cast, and feeling stronger every day. Meanwhile, she’s busily attending to her 
growing business interests, which have recently necessitated obtaining a business manager. She’s nowhere near as 
money hungry as a recent national publication would leave us concluding, but she’s no fool either. Besides, she'd 
rather spend her time having fun while letting someone else worry about the business angles. 

Other recent activities include being a guest of Brian Wilson and family, where she was entertained by cuts froman 
upcoming album and a live performance by the Beach Boy himself, who, reputedly, is writing a song for a freestyle 
routine. 

To further illustrate the interview, we're enclosing alist of Laura’s competition results, which is only a small percent- 
age of the activities she’s undertaken in the scant three years she’s been skating. (You wouldn't believe her resume.) 
We've tried on several separate occasions to sneak some casual portraits of Laura at play, but she was remarkably, 
and unusually, unaccommodating. Seems she’s self-conscious of her orthodontic braces, but she promises a 
Cheshire cat smile as soon as they're off. We're going to hold her to it. 





“The girl is hot, super hot."' 





Have you always lived in the 
Torrance area? 

I've lived here three years since 
January. | used to live in Texas, in 
Dallas. 

How long ago did you start 
skateboarding? 

It'll be about three years on my 
birthday. 

How long was that before the 
Torrance contest? 

About six months or so, something 
like that. I’m not sure. 

Did skateboarding come easy 
for you at first? 

Well kinda, because | used to ski; | 
started skiing when | was in third 
grade, so it came a litile bit easier. But | 
used to do it when | was little, in Texas. 
We always borrowed a skateboard from 
the people next door; I'd just flip it 
around in my driveway .. . 

Did you know of any place 
good to skate in Texas 
besides... 

No, just out in front, just a sidewalk 
thing, my driveway, and that was it. 

Was that why you got into 
freestyle? 

Well, no, | just used to push around 
and ride on it. | didn’t even know how 
to kick turn or anything. 

What kind of skateboard were 
you riding then? 

| don’t even know. | was really little 
then. 

How old? 

| was about sixth grade. 

How does your mother feel 
about you being a skateboarder? 
She really likes it. She worries just 
like any other normal mom would, but 

she likes it; she really thinks it’s neat 
that I’m into it, and she likes the idea of 
how it’s being promoted, with all the 
contests and stuff. But she worries 
about me, you know, safety-wise, 
like... 


Does she go to contests and 
watch you? 

Some of them. She doesn’t go to the 
ones that are far away, like in San 
Francisco; that's too far away. 

Why did you get into 
skateboarding rather than other 
sports? 

Well, we moved out to California, and 
everyone out here does it, and it 
looked like a lot of fun, so | started 
doing it. 

Besides skiing and 
skateboarding, what other sports 
have you tried? 

| used to always rollerskate, played 
soccer, softball, you know, the things 
at school and at the YWCA. But out 
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here, | didn’t get into surfing that much. 
| went out every now and then, but | 
skateboarded a lot, ‘cause where | live 
it's just all hills. 

Why didn’t you get into surfing 
that much? 

| don’t know, | just kinda get scared 
of big waves. 

What kind of surfboard do you 
ride? 

| have a rocket fish; it’s one that | 
won in a contest. It’s a 6’7” or 
something. 

How did you get on the Logan 
team? 

At the South Bay contest. | was in 
that, and | didn’t ride for anyone, just 
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The rolling Thornhill revue. 


all my brother's friends wanted me to 
ride in it, so] went in it. And Danny 
Bearer, he used to be on the Logan 
team, came up and talked to me, and 
asked me if I'd like to ride for them, and 
ever since then |’ve been on it. 

Who’s been the most help or 
influence on you in 
skateboarding. 

Probably my team. 

Do they take an interest in you, 
and push you along? 

Well, yes, it's fun skating with each 
other, because you try to help each 
other, and learn things from each 
other, like contests, just seeing all the 
other skaters, you pick up things. 

Of all the girls, you seem to be 
the most quickly accepted by the 
male contingent, while not 
having to compromise your 





individuality. Why do you think 
this is? 

| don’t know, maybe it’s ‘cause | ride 
more like them, or at the same places 
they do, and maybe because | more or 
less keep up with them; | don’t know. 

Do you try and copy the way 
the guys skate? 

No, it’s just more fun, you know, 
they know how to do it. And like girls, 
other girls are afraid of the things that 
they do, but it’s fun. 

Do you consider yourself a 
tomboy in any way? 

Well, | guess you could put it that 
way because | like sports and stuff. 

How do you think girls in 
general are treated by the guys? 

Pretty good, you know, the girls that 
can keep up with the guys, | guess it’s 
okay, but | suppose some guys think, 
“those kooks, what are they doing?’ ’ 

Have you ever had any bad 
experiences? 

No, not really. 

Which guys have you noticed 
treat girls the best? 

No one in particular, really. | guess 
the guys that realize that it's okay if a 
girl is doing the same thing. 

Do you have a boyfriend? 

No, | don’t have a boyfriend. 

What kind of guys do you like? 

Guys that are active, guys that aren't 
gonna put you down because you like 
to skateboard or something. 

Would your boyfriend, if you 
had one, have to be a 
skateboarder? 

No, not necessarily, but it'd be better 
‘cause you could do things together 
better. 

Who do you like to skate with 
the most? 

My team, and | like to skate with 
Gregg Ayres a lot, ‘cause he’s really 
hot, but | like to skate with my team 
mostly. 

Anyone else in particular? 

Well, like Tony and those guys; it’s 
neat to skate with them because 
they're so hot. 

Who are your favorite skaters? 

| don't know—Tony, Jay and all the 
Zephyr guys; they're really hot. | like 
the way Gregg Weaver rides. 

Is there anything in particular 
about the way they ride, besides 
the fact that they’re hot? 

Like the Z-guys are just really 
aggressive and hot, and Gregg, he’s 
more stylish, | guess, but he’s hot. 

Do you think aggressive is 
best? 

Yeah, aggressiveness is needed in it, 
but not too much, you know, not too 


much to cause a fight over, or 
something like that. 

Who do you see as up and 
coming, future talent? 

Oh, God, a lot of kids; Bobby 
Boyden, he’s really hot. | went to 
Florida to film that show, and Bobby 
was one of the people that came along, 
and he just. . . God, he’s so hot for his 
age; he’s so little. And | know a lot of 
little kids around my house that are 
really hot; a guy named Richie 
Saunders is really good; Rod 
Saunders. Chris Chaput’s little brother 
is hot, too. Paul Cullen. 

Do many girls skateboard in 
your area? 

No, not a whole lot. There’s a few 
though. 

Who are your favorite girl 
skateboarders? 

Kim Cespedes, Robin Alaway. Kim 
Cespedes because she’s got the 
aggressiveness like Tony and those 
guys; she’s ready to just go for 
anything; she’s just really radical, and 
she's really easy to get along with; 
she’s really funny. Robin Alaway; she’s 
really funny, and she’s hot, she'll go for 
things; she'll get crazy sometimes. 
Robin Logan likes to ride pools and 
stuff like that. 

Would you like to see more 
girls skateboarding? 

Definitely, ‘cause, | don’t know, if 
people are walking down the street and 
they see a contest or something and 
see some guys out there riding, they 
don’t pay that much attention, but if 
there's a girl, they might stop and look; 
it brings in more interest, | think. 

What percentage of 
skateboarders do you think are 
girls? 

Not that many. I’ve been seeing 
more people, like at Montebello there's 
always a few girls, and Carlsbad and 
all the parks. 

Who would you consider the 
toughest competition? 

Ellen Berryman. 

Why? 

Because of her gymnastic 
maneuvers, like the Spider and those 
things. 

What do you think of 
gymnastic maneuvers? 

| think they're all right. It’s not that 
good to have that many, ‘cause there’s 
so many other tricks. | don’t like a 
routine with just all gymnastics, but 
they’re really hard things to do and it's 
good to have some. 

Do you do any gymnastics 
yourself? 

No, not really, just handstands . . . 
\'d like to learn some things. 


Do you ever feel competitive 
when skating with guys? 

Not really; sometimes because you 
can do the same things as them, 
maybe it’s not being meant, but they 
might sense a little bit of 
competitiveness in the air because 
you're keeping up with them, and they. 
might just think that you're trying to be 
competitive, but you're really not. 

How do you think you’d do if 
guys and girls competed with 
each other? 

| don't know. 

Have you ever had to 
compete... 

Uh huh, | had to compete in New 


Sun play at Carlsbad. ‘’.. . skateboarding 
right now is a lot more fun.” 


York against the guys. 

How’d you do? 

I did pretty good. | don’t know, we 
only found out what the first, second 
and third was; but | think | took about 
tenth or eleventh, something like that. 

Out of how many guys and 
people? 

| think there was 20 or so of us in the 
freestyle. 


Do you think that there’s an 
overall best skateboarder in the 
world? 

No. ‘Cause some people—take Chris 
Chaput and Tony Alva; Tony is just 
totally hot in pools and radical things 
like that; and Chris, he’s got all these 
red-faced tricks wired; also 360’s and 
things like that, but you know everyone 
likes a different type of style and 
different ways to skate, and you just 





couldn't put anyone on the top, ‘cause 
everyone's better in their own way. 

Who do you think is the most 
deserving of recognition at this 
time? 

| don’t know. The pioneers of the 
whole sport have gotten pretty much 
recognition, but | guess the people that 
are starting to push the safety and 
getting it going, these parks, and the 
people putting on these big contests 
should get a lot of recognition, ‘cause 
they’re the ones that are keeping it 
going and keeping all the public 
interest in it. 

And which skateboarders. . . ? 

| don’t know, | couldn't name any 
particular person. 


What do you think of the 
Dogtown influence? 

I think it’s pretty good. A lot of 
people don’t like it; a lot of people are 
turned off to it, like the letters I’ve read. 
in the Skate Post, you know, some 
guys really were turned off at Tony's 
interview; they’ re just really aggressive 
and radical. | think it’s pretty good, 
though, because they're pretty hot, 
and people look at them, and the limit 
keeps just going on and on with people 
trying to copy them, wanting to do the 
same things. 

Do you think that they’re as 
hard as they say they are? 

They're pretty radical guys. Tony's 
on our team, you know, I’ve been 
around those guys; they're pretty 
radical guys. 

Do you like hanging around 
with them? 

Well, | like skating with them. | never 
hang around with them or anything. 
They live pretty far away. 

What do you consider your 
strength to be in skateboarding? 

In freestyle competition sometimes | 
get real tense, | just kind of choke 
sometimes. | don’t think that I’m better 
in anything, really; like in slalom, | 
usually do pretty good in that, but | 
don't think there’s an overall thing. 

What event is the hardest for 
you? 

Probably the freestyle in competition 
‘cause there’s really a lot of pressure 
with the crowd and everything, and 
especially if you've got to choreograph 
your routine, which I’m doing right 
now. It’s harder; you've got to have 
everything perfect. 


What do you think of the 
compulsories? 

| like them pretty much. | like the way 
it’s different for the guys and the girls; 
the guys have gotta do more and the 
girls have gotta do less; that’s good 
how they're doing that. But the way 
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things are coming out now, it’s like you 
have to do the same. 

How did you do in the 
compulsories at Long Beach? 

| did pretty good on those. It’s hard 
when you have to do the 360’s to stop 
them on the exact point, but it’s pretty 
good; it brings a lot of interest, maybe 
it turns off some of the crowd, but it 
can be really interesting, and that's 
how they do gymnastics and ice 
skating, too. 

What maneuver is your 
strongest maneuver? 

| guess a lot of people might say 
360’s. 

What do you like to do the 
best? 

| like doing nose wheelies and riding 
the banks, kick turns off the banks, 
one-and-a-half’s off them, stuff like 
that. 

What maneuver gives you the 
most trouble? 

Probably the space walk, ‘cause it’s 
just really hard to keep the balance 
swinging back and forth, ‘cause the 
bottom half of you always has to be 
swinging one way while the top half is 
going the other, then it has to just keep 
changing, and you gotta keep it just 
perfect, keep the balance going, and 
it’s really hard to keep going. 

What new maneuvers are you 
working on now? 

Well, it’s not a new maneuver, but 
\'m trying to get kickflips down, and I'd 
like to learn handstands off the board. | 
can kinda do that, but | can’t land it yet. 

A handstand off the board? 

Okay, you’re going along, then you 
just do a handstand off the board 
instead of pushing off the ground with 
your feet. 

Does your hair ever get in the 
way on the gymnastics stuff? 

Uh huh. | just usually put it in my 
shirt or put it in a pony tail or 
something. 

How many 360’s have you 
done? 7 

The most | ever did was 72; 7% or 8. 

When was that? 

That was pretty long ago. Sometimes 
| can do like six, but usually | do about 
four. 

How high have you jumped? 

| think 3 feet, something like that. 

Do you consider yourself to be 
a style-conscious skateboarder? 

| don’t work on it or anything, | just 
skate. | guess it just kinda comes 
natural, just the natural line that you 
take. 

What’s the most radical thing 
you've ever seen? 
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Maybe Mt. Baldy. Gregg Ayres at Mt. 
Baldy; he’s just really hot. You know, 
I've seen pictures of other people 
there, yet I’ve been there with him, and 
he’s just mighty hot; he’s unreal. 


What’s the most radical thing 
you’ve ever done yourself? 

Maybe riding that place, Mt. Baldy. 

Would you like to ride pipes 
again? 

Yeah, they’re a lot of fun. 

Is kickturning in a pipe harder, 
or any easier, than kickturning in 
a park or in a swimming pool? 

In a park, no; in a pool it’s different 
‘cause it’s vertical. In a pipe you can 


“Just do it. .. Who cares what other 
people think?” Graceful bowl play at 
Montebello. 


go as high as you want, and you know 
if you keep getting higher, it keeps 
getting more vertical, and when you 
get to that certain point, it starts to go 
out; but in a pool, | think it’s a lot 
harder, for me, at least. 

What kind of clothing do you 
like to wear for skateboarding? 

Usually shorts, a t-shirt or 
something, sometimes long pants 
when it’s cold out, ‘cause then you 
don't get all skinned up half as easy. 
It's good to have denim, good denim 


- jeans if you're going to wear long 


pants, but shorts just like OP’s or 
something like that. And safety gear. 

You ride a fairly long wooden 
board in comparison to someone 
else your size, why is that? 

| guess ‘cause | like a stable board, 
and | like a lot of room on it to move 
your feet around. 





| understand Logan wants to 
make you a model. How do you 
like that idea? 

It sounds really neat, but I'm not 
sure. | like everyone else's boards on 
my team, and it’d be really hard to get 
a mixture of all these boards that would 
function as good as the ones that we 
have now. 

What do you think your model 
might be like if you did decide to 
do it? Do you have any idea 
at all? 

| don’t know; it’d be really nice to get 
a mixture of a Torger kick and a Bruce 
Logan kick and a Brad board, but I’m 
not sure. |’d like kind of along, heavy 
board, not too wide, with a kicktail. 


What kind of kicktail do you 
like? 

More slight than steep. 

What kind of wheels do you 
like to ride? 

Road Rider 4's; | haven't tried any 
6's yet; | think they'd be pretty fast 
though. These are good enough for 
now. And Rolls Royce. Sometimes | 
use Krytonics, the really wide ones. 
Also OJ's. 


Do you foresee any equipment 
improvements in the near future? 

In trucks, yes, | don’t know about 
boards. | think there’s not much more 
you can go to in boards, just wood, 
foam, fiberglass and metal. But in the 
trucks, they might get a lot more 
modernized. Like in the HPG trucks, 
Mike Williams’ trucks; they're a lot 
different. | don’t have a pair, but I’ve 
jumped on a board with them. 


How do you feel about 
protective equipment? 

It's definitely needed, and a lot of 
people aren't using it, and they're 
getting hurt. A lot of places have been 
closed down because people haven't 
had safety equipment, and they get 
hurt. They go home and their parents 
want to sue the place ‘cause their kid 
got hurt there. lf they would have been 
wearing something, it probably 
wouldn’t have happened. The cities will 
let more parks come about if safety is 
promoted. 


Which protective item do you 
think is the most important? 

A helmet. 

Do you ever worry that you 
might be setting a bad example 
by skating without a helmet? 

No, usually | do have a helmet. When 
| don’t have one on is when |'m just 
taking pictures, but | usually wear it. 

What kinds of safety items 
would you like to see on the 
market? 


The type of pads that are fat, do you 
know what | mean? One of those black 
and white ones they have at the park. 
Not just the square thing, but the ones 
that are kind of bent, the ones that 
conform to your knees, things with 
steel in them. 

Do you use wrist braces? 

I've worn those before; those are 
really good. 

Do you employ any particular 
mental or physical preparations 
in your everyday, or competitive, 
skating situations? 

You've just got to think positive 
about it, of what you're about to do. 
Like in contests and stuff, you've gotta 
just not worry about the crowd; you've 
gotta just think about what you're 
doing and just go out and have fun, 
and try and not to think of all the 
pressure on you. Just relax. 

Do you plan your routines 
pretty much? 

Usually | don’t plan a routine, but the 
last contest, all of a sudden | did, and 
right now I’m getting a choreographed 
routine to a song for the next big 
contest. 

When did you start riding 
pools? 

About a year ago. 

Do you really enjoy it? 

Yeah. They're a lot of fun, but they're 
really dangerous; you've got to be 
really careful in ‘em, like you should 
wear a helmet and knee pads and 
elbow pads and shoes. 

Which pool is your favorite? 


The Soul Bowl was a lot of fun, but | 
couldn't get that high. | was kind of 
scared back then; | didn’t really have 
the right board, | was using a short 
board. But I’d probably say this pool up 
in Palos Verdes by my house was a 
really fun pool; it’s probably my favorite 
pool. Arthur Lake's is a good pool, too. 

How high do you think you’ve 
gotten in pools? 

In the swimming pool at the airport 
by my house, I’ve gotten to the tiles in 
that one. 

How high is that? 

It was about nine feet. 


Do you know of any other good 
girl pool riders? 

Kim Cespedes, Robin Alaway and 
Robin Logan. 

Do you ever get afraid riding in 
other radical terrains? 

All the time. Some people don't think 
about it, but that’s something that | 
always think about. You’ve just got to 
be really careful; you've got to pick the 
right run, something you can handle, 
something that you're not going to eat 


it On automatically. 


Because of your status in the 
sport, do you ever feel pressured 
into situations you wouldn’t 
normally attack? 

No, not really, ‘cause, you know, if | 
don’t think | can make it, I’m not gonna 
do it. | don’t care what anyone else 
thinks; I’m not gonna go for something 
just for someone else, you know, just 
to show off to someone. | just do what | 
can handle without getting hurt. 

How do you feel about speed 
racing? 

| like watching it as long as those 
guys are being careful. I’m not into it 
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“... they might sense a little bit of 
competitiveness in the air because you're 
keeping up with them, and they might just 
think that you're trying to be competitive, 
but you're really not.” 


that much, ‘cause it’s kind of 
dangerous, and | can’t compete 
because |'m too light. If they had a 
girls’ separate division, maybe I'd do it. 

Do you think you’d ever ride 
Signal Hill? 

No, | don’t think so. 

Which parks do you like the 
best? 

So far, Anaheim’s been a lot of fun, 
and Montebello. I'd have to say they're 
all fun; right now | don't really have a 
favorite. 


What do you think of skate 
parks in general? 

| think they're really good. 
Skateparks are what's gonna keep the 
sport going, ‘cause it brings in a lot of 
public interest, and it’s something that 
people can ride, ‘cause all the other 
places that were made for water and 
stuff, the city won't let you ride ‘em. 





They've been destroying them, or 
always having the cops go out there. 
The parks give the kids a place to ride, 
and brings them in off the streets. 


How do you feel about the 
admission price that they’re 
forced to charge? 

Some places it’s kind of high, but 
others it’s really reasonable. Like 
Montebello, the first time it’s three 
bucks, then you’re a member, and 
every time after that it’s a dollar an 
hour, which isn’t too bad. 


What designs would you like to 
see in skateparks? 

Pipelines, reservoirs, pool-like bowls 
and just snake-type runs and like what 
| said before—figure-eight-type 
reservoirs. 

You mentioned you began 
competing at Steve’s South Bay 
contest. How’d you do in that 
contest? 

| took second in the freestyle; | didn’t 
enter slalom; | was afraid to do slalom 
back then, believe it or not. 

Do you like to compete? 
Contests in general | like. They're 
pretty fine if they're being run the right 

way. Competing sometimes | get 
nervous, but sometimes it’s all right if | 
can relax myself and just keep 
everything cool. 


How do you feel about losing? 
Can you handle that pretty well? 
Yeah, you win some; you lose some. 


Do you usually know when 
you're going to win after you’ve 
skated? 

Sometimes it comes as a surprise, 
when everyone did good, and they 
didn't blow it in their routines; but 
sometimes you can tell if you did better 
than another person, if they fell off 
more times, or you did harder tricks; 
but usually you can kinda tell how or 
where you stand. 

Which contest was your 
favorite? 

Probably the Long Beach Contest. | 
had a really good time at that. 

Why was that? 

It was run really well, and it was just 
really neat because we had just such a 
huge place to skate on, all the area, 
and we had a really good crowd, and 
the crowd keeps it going. The crowd 
keeps you really hyped up, even 
though they can get you nervous at 
times. : 

Which contest that you’ve 
been in was the worst? 

Probably the Pro/Am in the Los 
Angeles Sports Arena, ‘cause it lasted 
till about one o'clock in the morning. 
And the San Diego World, that was in 
the San Diego Stadium in the parking 
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lot, ‘cause we were there until about 
two o'clock in the morning. 

| heard they were finishing it 
under the car headlights. 

Yeah, it was terrible. Those were the 
worst. 


How did you do in those 
contests? 

In the San Diego World, | took first in 
slalom and second in freestyle. And in 
the Los Angeles Sports Arena, | took 
first in cross-country. 


What do you think is the best 
individual performance you’ve 
ever seen in a contest? 

Probably Chris Chaput’s 
performance at the Long Beach Arena. 
It was just totally flawless and perfect, 
and every trick was just incredibly 
hard, and he pulled it off just so 
perfectly, and had it all planned out. 


What’s the best performance 
that you feel you’ve ever given? 

| don’t know; | don’t think | could say 
on that. | really don’t know, maybe 
Long Beach. 


How’d you do at Long Beach? 

| took second in freestyle. 

Would you like to see any 
particular changes in contests? 

Yeah, I'd like to see a lot of changes, 
there’s a lot of rules in it right now that 
get people really upset, like the rule 
about shoes. | think if someone wants 
to skate without their shoes on, that’s 
okay, you know, it’s still skateboarding, 
and it’s not putting down safety that 
much, it’s just that in contests people 
should know why the people don’t 
have on their shoes, they grip the 
board with their feet. But there’s alll 
kinds of rules that could be changed. 

Do you feel that safety 
equipment should be required in 
freestyle? 

Yeah, | think they should have to 
have at least knee and elbow pads; | 
don't know about helmet and gloves, 
because sometimes that just really gets 
a person's balance off. 

Which do you like better, 
surfing or skateboarding? 

Skateboarding. Surfing |’m not into 
that much right now. I'd like to start 
doing it a lot this summer, but 
skateboarding right now is a lot more 
fun; I’m into that. 

Are you just as stoked on 
skateboarding as you were 
originally? 

Yeah, more, a lot more, because of 
all the competition and all the things 
that are happening, all the good parks, 
and the improvement in the equipment, 
and all the money that’s coming up in 
it, and movies; they’re having a lot of 
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commercials on TV of skateboarding; 
there’s all kinds of things. 


Do you think that there’s more 
people skateboarding now than 
there were a year or two ago? 

Definitely, a lot more, a whole lot 
more because of the improvement of 
the equipment, in the wheels. 

Do you think you’ll ever grow 
out of it? 

Yeah, someday |'ll grow out of it, and 
then | hope | can be in charge of 
something then, or do something like 
that to help the sport, but for now |’m 
just gonna keep doing it; it’s a lot of 
fun, a lot of money in it. 

What do you see in the future 
for skateboarding? 

A lot of parks; | think there’s gonna 
be a whole lot of parks. There will 
probably be a park in every town along 
the coast, and hopefully it'll hit inland a 
lot, the inland states, you know, back 
East and stuff, in New York the people 
are really stoked about it, and it’s 
spread over to Hawaii, Australia, 
Japan, all kinds of places, but I'd like to 
see a lot of safety promoted so it will 
stay around for a while. 

Do you think that 
skateboarding will be around for 
good? 

| think it will be, since a lot of people 
are really into it and love it, and are in 
there to back it so there’s no chance 
that it can fall. 


What type of skateboarding do 
you think most people are into? 

| don't know, a lot of people are into 
pool riding, a lot are into freestyle, and 
a lot are into slalom. Probably freestyle 
the most. 

Some people think that most 
people are getting into parks 
now? 

Parks are getting to be more 
available to people, so they're getting 
into them more, but there’s not that 
many parks around so far. Flatland is 
available to everyone, so l’d say more 
people are into that, and there’s not 
that many pools, so probably flatland 
freestyle. 

Which geographical area do 
you feel has the most skateboard 
energy at the moment? 

Southern California, probably San 
Diego or Santa Monica, one of the two. 
I'd say it’s really close between the 
two. It’s really catching on up north in 
Santa Cruz, Ventura. 

What’s been the happiest 
moment in skateboarding for you 
so far? 

| was really stoked when | was asked 
to go to New York, they flew us there 


and everything. It didn’t turn out as 
great as everyone thought; it was a fun 
contest, though . . . | don’t know; 
there’s been a lot of happy moments in 
it, winning contests and stuff. 


What’s been the unhappiest 
moment? 

Maybe banging up my arm. 

How do you like being World 
Champion? 

It’s really neat. 

Has it brought you any kind of 
rewards or anything? 

Well, | got some money off it. | got 
$500 at the Carlsbad Contest, and 
that’s the contest that | got the title 
from. It’s really neat, though, ‘cause a 
lot of girls look when they see me ride 
like a park or something and then 
they're not afraid to go out and ride. 


What are the advantages of 
being well known? 

You've got a lot more privileges, I'd 
say, but there’s not that many more 
advantages. 

How much money do you think 
you’ve won total? 

Just contests, probably about $2500 
or so, maybe a little bit more, $3000 or 
so. No, in contests, I'd say about 
$2000, and off skateboarding 
altogether probably a little over $4000. 


What are some of the 
disadvantages of being well 
known? 

| wouldn't say there’s any 
disadvantages really. 


Loss of privacy? 

Well, no, you can keep your privacy. 
When a person’s my age, you don't 
have all these people hounding you or 
anything like that; it's just the normal 
thing, go to school, skateboard, you 
know. 

Do people at school know that 
you’re a skateboarder? 

Oh yeah, everyone knows me and 
Chris Chaput. You know, Chris goes to 
school there; they know we're 
skateboarders, but they don’t look up 
to us as big skateboard stars. 

| take it from your last answer 
that recognition hasn’t changed 
your life very much then? 

Well, no. People recognize you when 
you go to a place and skate, but 
nothing heavy. 

Do you feel you have reached a 
peak yet? 

| don’t think so: | think | can learn a 
lot more things. Like right now I’mina 
cast and can't do anything, so when | 
get out of it, I'm gonna have to practice 
a whole lot, and I’m gonna start 
working out, running a lot, and 
exercising. I'd like to learn a lot more 
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tricks, maybe some gymnastic 
maneuvers, but I’ve just got to get back 
into it all and exercise my arm and 
stuff. 


What do you think you might 
like to do in the future in 
skateboarding? 

Promote it, safety-wise and just help 
get it going, like giving demonstrations 
at parks and things like that, just 
getting the public and the world into it. 


| take it you like travel? 

Yeah. 

Where have you been so far 
because of skateboarding? 

New York, Florida, Washington, 
Dallas, that’s where | used to live, but | 
got sent back there doing 
demonstrations, and Utah, San 
Francisco, Arizona, | think that’s it. 

When you travel, where do you 
stay? 

Usually hotels. 

Do you stay by yourself? 

No, I’m never the only person being 
sent. It’s usually a team. Usually I'm in 
a room with one or two other girls. 

Does your mother ever worry 
about you on the road? 

Yeah, well, she kinda worries, but 
she knows there’s chaperones around. 

Where would you like to travel; 
any place in particular? 

Yeah, over in Europe, Australia, 
places like that. That'd really be a 
blast. Hawaii, too; | might be going 
there this summer for a contest. 

How has the media treated you 
so far? 

Terrible (laughing). No, pretty good; | 
think I’ve gotten a lot of coverage. Like 
through the magazine, and | was on 
the cover of the TV Guide back where | 
used to live in Dallas, and I’ve been in 
the paper and on the news a few times, 
for contests and things like that. | think 
I've been treated pretty good. 

Have you ever been ripped off? 

No, not really. 

What movies have you 
been in? 

| doubled the girl on ‘‘Family,’’ the 
girl Buddy on the TV show “Family.” 
And | did a special for CBS; we went to 
Florida to do that, and |’m gonna be 
doing a movie, the one that Ellen Oneal 
is in, | don’t know the name of it. It's 
gonna be a ‘‘Bad News Bears’’ type of 
movie. 

Do you enjoy being 
photographed? 

It's not like | enjoy it or anything. 
Sure it’s neat ‘cause people want to 
take pictures of you. It kind of bugs me 
when people walk up really close 
tome... 


What kind of photos would you 
like to see of yourself? Do you 
think that there’s something you 
do that hasn’t been 
photographed very well? 

Yeah, riding pools. | don’t think many 
people know | can ride pools. . . or 
anything like that. 

When you went on that filming 
session with the French Vogue 
people, were they stoked? 

Yeah, they were really stoked. | took 
them to a pool, and they just couldn't 
believe it. You know, they're from 
France, and they were just blown out; 
they couldn't believe it, but they were 
really turned on by it. When | did a 
handstand, they just couldn’t believe it. 


Did you ever see the photos 
published? 

| haven't seen them yet. It’s 
supposed to come out in the April issue 
of Vogue. 


Do you have any complaints 
with the magazine? 

No. I'd like to see more recognition 
to unknown people. I'd just like to see 
more people getting into it. | guess the 
people that are into it right now keep 
up a lot of interest for people. It's good 
to always have a section on 
who's new. 


Is there anyone in the sport 
that you feel is undeserving of 
the recognition they’ve been 
getting? 

No, you can't take anyone’s 
recognition away. 

No, but is there anyone that 
you feel has had more than they 
deserved? 

No, not necessarily. A lot of people 
might say Tony Alva, but | don’t think 
he has. Tony's really hot, you know, 
there’s not many people who can skate 
like him. 

How does it make you feel to 
know that we receive so much 
fan mail? 

I'm stoked. . . that they like to see 
photos of me, and they like me. That's 
really neat, ‘cause maybe it helps 
getting more girls into it. Maybe they're 
not as scared—if she can do it, | can do 
it, you know. Maybe it gets them into it 
or something. 

Do you have any advice to 
pass on to other girls in 
skateboarding? 

Just do it, you know, who cares what 
other people think. If you like it, just 


do it. oS 


Competition Results 

2nd Junior Girls Freestyle—July 1975— 
Steve's South Bay (Torrance, Calif.). 

1st Junior Girls Slalom—Sept. 1975—San 
Diego World Invitational (San Diego, Calif.). 
2nd Junior Girls Freestyle—Sept. 1975—San 
Diego World Invitational (San Diego, Calif.). 
3rd Junior Girls Freestyle—Oct. 1975—Bel- 
mont First Annual Skateboard Contest (San 
Diego, Calif.). 

1st Women’s Pro Slalom—Nov. 1975—Ari- 
zona State Championships (Phoenix, Ariz.). 
1st Girls Slaiom—Feb. 1876—California State 
Skateboard Championships (Ventura, Calif.). 
1st Girls Freestyle—Feb. 1976—California 
State Skateboard Championships (Ventura, 
Calif.). 

1st Women’s Cross Country—April 1976— 
Carson Park Skateboard Championships 
(Carson, Calif.). 

1st Women’s Freestyle—April 1976—Carson 
Park Skateboard Championships (Carson, 
Calif.) 

1st Women’s Pro Slalom—May 1976—Magic 
Mountain Masters Invitational (Magic Moun- 
tain, Calif.). 

4th Women’s Pro Freestyle—May 1976— 
Magic Mountain Masters Invitational (Magic 
Mountain, Calif.). 

1st Women’s Pro Slalom—May 1976—North- 
ern California State Championships (San 
Francisco, Calif.). 

4th Women’s Pro Freestyle—May 1976— 
Northern California State Championships 
(San Francisco, Calif.). 

1st Women’s Pro Freestyle—June 1976—La 
Costa Annual YMCA Championships (La 
Costa, Calif.). 

1st Women’s Pro Cross Country—June 
1976—La Costa YMCA Championships (La 
Costa, Calif.). 

2nd Women’s Pro Slalom—June 1976—La 
Costa YMCA Championships (La Costa, 
Calif.). 

2nd Women’s Pro Giant Slalom—June 1976— 
La Costa YMCA Championships (La Costa, 
Calif.). 

2nd Women’s Freestyle—Sept. 1976—Cali- 
fornia Free Former World Professional 
Skateboard Championships (Long Beach, 
Calif.). 

3rd Women’s Dual! Slalom—Sept. 1976—2nd 
Annual Hang Ten World Skateboard Cham- 
pionships (Carlsbad, Calif.). 

1st Women’s Freestyle—Sept. 1976—2nd An- 
nual Hang Ten Skateboard Championships 
(Carlsbad, Calif.). 

4st Women’s Overall—Sept. 1976—2nd An- 
nual Hang Ten Skateboard Championships 
(Carlsbad, Calif.). 
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Jay Adams, ‘‘gettin’ radical” ona 
Montebello kickturn wall. 
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by Brian Gillogly 


On weekends during the early months 
of this year, carloads of skaters from as 
far away as 100 miles began showing up 
at the site of an unfinished skate park in 
Southern California, which rumor had it 
was already open and red hot. To their 
disappointment, these park-hungry 
pilgrims were met by an 8-foot fence and 
aseemingly-as-large guard dog. After 
considering the meager possibilities, 
they usually returned home. 
Occasionally, however, the luckier 
among them would meet up with a few of 
the local skaters who had learned to 
appease the bothersome canine, for 
hour stretches, with 5-dollar steaks. With 
ten of them chipping in, one skater 
confided, it was really quite a bargain. 

The story is real and so is the national, 


and sometimes international, demand for 
skateboarding facilities. In a relatively 
small section of Los Angeles County 
adjoining the coast, for example, this 
condition has warranted the planning, or 
actual construction, of at least seven 
new parks. The first of these to be 
completed will be the Runway in Carson 
(Vol. 3, No. 3), with a projected opening 
date of May 1. If it were not for big city / 
county bureaucracy, that park and most 
of the others would have already been 
built. 

Other parks whose progress we have 
previously reported on, which have 
successfully waded through the red tape 
and are now operational, include 
Skatepark Montebello, NSC E! Cajon, 
Moving-On Skateboard Park, and USIEE 
Skater Cross. 

LA County's Skatepark Montebello 


opened its beginner's and intermediate 


" areas on December 18, approximately 


five weeks after groundbreaking. 
Particularly significant in the design are 
hard edges on some of the intermediate 
runs, which, except possibly for some of 
the more experienced riders, must be 
carefully negotiated. Nonetheless, 
despite the shallowness of the runs, 
these edges permit (encourage?) 
radical, one-wheel maneuvers and other 
pool-riding-type moves. Montebello’s 
advanced area is expected to be open in 
March. 

To the south in San Diego County, 
NSC EI Cajon was receiving high praise 
from Mike Williams and Russ Gosnell 
back in February, although formal 
opening wasn’t expected until March. 
The banked, rectangular freestyle area 
is living up to expectations as a highly 
functional beginner’s bowl, and freestyle 
practice and competition area. The wide 
aprons on the two runs will undoubtedly 
make for some unusual reentries. 
However, problems could ensue if the 
aprons along the backside of both bowls 
are not blocked off to prevent reentry 
attempts down 9-12 feet of vertical wall. 
It is noteworthy that NSC El Cajon is 
planning a mandatory membership— 
probably $3 per year—with liability 
release and full disclosure of medical 
information, following the trend 
established by Skatepark Montebello. 

A few miles away at San Diego’s 
Moving-On Skateboard Park, a 
membership system is also being used. 
Resident professionals Steve Cathey 
and Ellen Oneal will be on hand for 
instruction, similar to what Russ Howell 
and Ed Nadalin have been providing at 
the Concrete Wave, Anaheim. An 
interesting concept of using paint to 
demarcate areas of each run for 
different levels of ability, may also be 
utilized. Similarly novel is the mandatory 
use of park-provided safety equipment 
to ensure a consistently high level of 
protection for each rider. 

USIEE Skater Cross, located in 
Reseda, California, is another 
membership park with many unique 
ideas going for it. Most basic is the 
overall height of the single run, which 
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will keep the beginniners safely in 
bounds and the experts pushing hard for 
the top. (This contrasts strongly with the 
design of many new parks, as they often 
provide only a minimum of bank height— 
a design concept conducive to slipping- 
out off the top.) Skater Cross, 

reportedly, will be adopting the practice 
of inspecting for condition of the skater’s 
board and safety equipment before he 
enters the course. 

Of course, all of the above parks have 
minor flaws or more major problems 
associated with their design and 
construction. In some cases, stress 
cracks are already showing. In other 
instances, there are noticeable ripples 
from inadequate troweling of the shot- 
crete, for which grinding or sanding, 
while eliminating the imperfections, will 
also destroy the intended surface 
texture. Still others have off-cambered 
and otherwise unflowing runs. 

Yet, the important thing is that these 
parks are built and operating, and that 
future construction profits from their 
mistakes. Skatepark Constructors’ John 
O'Malley, for one, subscribes to this 
idea. He has studied the inadequacies of 
his own parks, as well as other California 
and Florida facilities, with the intention of 
constructing a grandiose theme park (a 
“third generation park,’’ as he calls it), 
probably to be built by mid-summer 
adjoining the existing Carlsbad 
Skatepark. 

For that reason, Skatepark 
Constructors plans to stop construction 
of custom parks after finishing contracts 
for a new facility in Long Beach and one 
in Paramount, LA County. The following 
is a rundown on those and other new 
parks: 

In Long Beach, next to Shady Acres, 
the oldest miniature golf course in the 
couniry, will be a 1 %-acre park designed 
and constructed by Skatepark 
Constructors for developer Mike 
Cincola. Says John O’Malley: ‘The Park 
will be about twice as big as the 
Concrete Wave . . . with competition 
facilities, reservoirs and bowls, a mogul 
maze, snake runs and a kick-turn area.” 
Also unlike the Concrete Wave, it will be 
geared to a wider range of skaters, as 
the design will feature ‘less velocity and 
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“When the going gets going, the ‘going’ get gone.”’ Jay 
Adams, Skatepark Montebello. 
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Another typically loose slide recovery by the irrepressil 
rubberman, Jay Adams. 
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Backside edge control by Tom Inouye at the 
Skatepark Montebello kickturn run. 
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‘The original Surfer Drome Skate Park in Sarasota, Florida. 
Photo: Jim Holliday. 
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more versatility.”’ Barring any 
unforeseen setbacks, the park will be 
open to the public by mid-summer. 

Also due for a summer opening is a 
new park to be located just five miles 
away from Shady Acres, in the city of 
Paramount. Unique to the design is a 
240-foot-long run, with 8 feet of depth 
and 1-1 % feet of vertical wall. Other 
features include: a beginner's area/ glib 
mogul maze; a freestyle area with kick- Tom Inouye, SKATEBOARDER’s pick to 
turn walls ranging from 30 degrees to click at Montebello. 
concave; high speed, S-turn runs; a 
slalom run; a cloverleaf, swimming pool 
type bowl; and a triangular reservoir 
(‘the optimum for pumping’’) with 45- 
degree flat walls. 

Moving east from California, in the city 
of Yuma, Arizona, Stanford D. Buster, 
7A, is opening up a skate park of which 
the main feature is a large, old-style, 
pool. Mr. Buster has, in fact, been toying 
with the idea of building a park, ever 
since he first caught skaters orbiting the 
pool's walls a year-and-a-half ago. 
Outside the pool is 40,000 square feet of 
rideable, new concrete, reportedly 
capable of accommodating up to 130 
riders. (Pool maximum is 20.) Mr. Buster 
says that the park has received the full 
backing of the city administrator, as it 
looks to provide a real public service: 
24-hours-a-day summer operation; 
50¢-per-hour admission; 25¢ helmet 
rental; 20¢ soft drinks. 

In Florida, 140 miles west of Fort 








Lauderdale’s Solid Surf Skateboard Pushing ‘‘Bert’’ limits on the vertical at EL CAJON. Radical 
Park (which recently extended its pro surfer/skater Larry Bertleman applying the tactics that 
launching ramp to 25 feet) is the Golf gave him the fame. 


Club Skateboard Park of Fort Myers. 
Open since early December, the facility | Skateboard USA covers 2% acres, with North Island New Zealanders are getting 


is part of a 14-acre recreation center 35,000 square feet of ‘‘workable excited over their first public skate 
which also includes a golf driving range _skating.’’ The design consists of five facility and prospects for more. 
and an elaborate miniature golf course. runs, geared to beginner’s through According to local skater Carl Dozell, 
The park itself has approximately 52,500 advanced levels, and a slalom course New Zealand’s ‘‘first skateboard bowl"’ 
square feet of ‘fenced area,’’ containing which doubles as a freestyle area. is located in Waihi, a small town within 
various configurations ranging from a Resident pro Michael King characterizes driving distance of Auckland. Basic 
small beginner's bowl to a 20-foot-high the facility as an ‘aggressive skateboard funding was provided by the local Lions 
bank, and is surfaced in poured, park,’’ and boasts that the design Club, with various Waihi companies 
pumped and shot concrete. Park “eliminates dead areas we've seen at donating materials, and the skaters 
capacity is ‘‘around 60 skaters per other parks throughout the country.” themselves helping with the labor. Says 
session.” Reportedly, the park is capable of Carl: ‘‘The Waihi locals are getting hot 
Back on Florida's east coast, between handling a crowd of 200-250 skaters and drool at the photographs of 
Fort Lauderdale and Miami, is a more safely. skateboard parks in the US. Roll on the 
recently opened park—Skateboard USA Meanwhile, on the other side of the day when we get our first skateboard 
of Hollywood. A fairly large facility, equator and thousands of miles away, park.” 
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Jerry Valdez collecting enough momentum from the heights 
of the first bowl to carry him through the gradual grade of 
the SkaterCross Park. A lot of skaters are calling it the best 
park yet, with the fastest times clocked around the course 
being a lengthy 30 seconds at full pump. 





Two early morning overviews of Lou Peralta’s new 


SkaterCross Skate Park entertainment center in Reseda, 


California. 
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Bruce Walker, spreading relaxed lines through the filtered 
light at the beautiful Tomoka Moonforest Skate Park, 
Florida. Photo: Darrell Jones. 





~ The Solid Surf Skate Park in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida. Photo: Darrell Jones. 


| An overview of the Moving-On Skateboard 
@ Park in San Diego, California. 
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whoa... hey! 


Chris Yandall, blazing pro racer and 
incredibly balanced human, spreads a foot 
sweep at Carlsbad Skate Park. Yandall has 
also been seen recovering from near falls in 
a tight La Costa slalom to take the last five 
cones, at speed, on only one leg. We say 


Resident pro at the new Moving-On Skateboard Park, Steve Cathey, radically 
negotiating new performance configurations in just one of the many new bowls. 
The park also features a serpentine run feeding into a 15-foot bowl, as well as 
other reservoir-like situations. 










A very torn and frayed Baby Paul, squealing 
and flying in a Skatepark Montebello 
intermediate run. Photo: Glen Friedman. 
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Jay Adams burning rubber in the drive-in’s parking lot. (The new 
Reseda SkaterCross park winds through an old A & W drive-in.) 
Jay was thrown out later this day for his usual radical 
misbehavior. 





Jerry Valdez powering axle ride ‘‘forevers” (a Stacy Peralta 
designation for continuous, back and forth bowl riding). 





The neighborhood kids in North San Diego County built 
themselves a wooden skyscraper, adding extensions as they 
progressed, until now it's a full 17 feet, and they're still hitting 
one-wheelers and tiles (their name for a bumper sticker on the 
lip). Ernest Azeuedo gets tiles. 
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Sequential-like power slides on Carlsbad’s main bowl. Gregg 
Weaver caught performing one of the moves that tied him with 
Alva in the bowl-riding event at the Hang Ten World 
Championships. 
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(Above) Deep-end axle grinding by Mike Goldman. Photo: Gary Medeiros. 


(Below) Gregg Ayres into another weightless phase, and playing on the ceiling 
at “Super Tubes.” Photo: Jim Cassimus. 
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SKATEBOARDER INTERVIEW: 


Lae 
DRAIT 


by John Smythe 


Keeping the low profile in his speed profiles, 
Nathan Pratt remains unknown by choice rather 
than chance. In dealing with this individual, the 
visibility factor cannot be ignored. For instance, 
Pratt shows up at the opening day of anew skate 
park. He is here to investigate rather than ride. Out 
of a crowd of three hundred very star-conscious 
people, no one recognizes him. Nathan likes it that 
way, and he keeps it that way. During an early 
interview session at a posh Ocean Park, California, 
eatery, a young woman, who appeared to be on 
rather intimate terms with Pratt (she: was sitting on 
his lap), exclaimed incredulously, ‘‘Nathan, | never 
knew you rode a skateboard!”’ The interesting thing 
about him is that while he’s virtually invisible within 
the sport, he’s highly visible outside of it. Pratt 
frequently demonstrates his stunt skating expertise 
in assorted television and motion picture 
productions. His prominence in this area is such 
that he was recently the subject of a German Public 
Television broadcast. (Characteristically, Nathan 
conducted his entire TV dialogue from within the 
confines of one of his speed shells, never once 
revealing his face to the camera.) Through his 
appearances, Pratt presents skateboarding to 
millions who would otherwise have no contact 
Vida 

Nathan possesses an inquisitive mind, and he 
continually offers unconventional solutions to 
conventional situations. In skating, he was the first 
to engage in jumping substantial heights. Pratt’s 
sophisticated equipment and stylish jumping 
endeavors offered a dramatic counterpoint to the 
apish gripping of the low-‘‘flying”’ aerial B.F. gang. 
He was also the first to build wind-foil fairing 
devices, an approach that has generated numerous 
imitations. 

Pratt doesn’t fit the mold of the skate star, 
because he doesn’t recognize such boundaries. His 
perspective is always unusual. Perhaps this 
interview is best defined as the views of someone 
looking from the outside in... or is it someone 
looking from the inside out? 


Photography by C. R. Stecyk III 








Aerial attacking. Showing a definite commitment towards the 
hard-core realities of landing on concrete. 
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How long have you been 
skating? 

Off and on for about ten years. 

How did you get started? 

Back in the mid-sixties, | had a Chi- 
cago Bun Buster, and just rode around 
with a bunch of my friends. We really 
didn’t know anyone else that did it. The 
big thing was riding around the block, 
doing turns in driveways. Got into surf- 
ing about 1970, and started skating with 
the surf guys. Every night, 15 or 20 of us 
would skate and hang out. We were into 
skating banks and hills ... mostly at 
Mar Vista and Revere. For equipment, 
we had wood boards and clay wheels. 
We would go through two or three 
boards a night. You'd be riding, crack a 
board, split home, take out the sabre 
saw and whack out another one. There 
were many cannibalized pieces of furni- 
ture in various garages in those days. A 
lot of parents flipped out. 

What sort of style did you ride 
in then? 

A surf style, kind of similar to now— 
low turns, off-the-lips, cutbacks, etc. 

How did you enter into the 
contemporary era? 

About '73, | started using urethane 
wheels. Had them on a flat oak 30” 
board. Rode that a lot, always on banks. 
We were all on the Zephyr surf team 
(Jay Adams, Tony Alva, Peralta, etc.). 
One day we-decided to get a skate team 
together. We started skating with Tony 
and Jay a lot. Hit Bellagio the most; it 
had high banks with lots of speed. Tony 
was the best performance guy; Biniak 
was the fastest. You could tell when he 
was coming long before you could see 
him by the sound of his wheels; they 
always had this high-pitched whine. 

What was the Zephyr team 
like? 

Radical, really radical! In the begin- 
ning, there were ten or twelve of us, all 
of the best skateboarders from Santa 
Monica. All the boys were on it. Jeff Ho 
and Skip Engblom managed us. They 
designed a board to fit the style that was 
totally unlike anything else on the mar- 
ket at that time. A couple of months after 
we organized the team, we heard about 
the Del Mar Nationals. Immediately we 
went into a heavy practice program. 
First we'd ride banks for a couple of 
hours, then we'd ride slalom. Never 
really practiced freestyle, though. Our 
concept of freestyle was entirely differ- 
ent; nobody did handstands or wheelies 
or any of that kind of junk. We skated 
iow, hit Bert's and slides ... it was a 
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Vector in flight, or Vector analysis. 


performance style, not a trick style. 
When we finally got to the contest, it 
was completely different than any of us 
thought it would be. 

How did you guys think you 
were going to do? 

We knew we were going to win; we 
had the best guys around. 


How did it go? 

First off, we'd prepared for a fast gi- 
ant slalom course, and when we see the 
ramp for the Nationals, it’s this slow, 
urethane-covered plywood thing with 
bolted down cones. It was a lot slower 
than we were geared to. We were used 
to running on steep, fast, hard courses, 
and this thing was totally mushy. It was 
like a baby hill. . . it was only one-third 
the size of what we practiced on. Skip 
and Jeff rented us a couple of rooms in 
a motel, and we partied it up, and hada 
full-on radical time. 

In the freestyle prelims was the first 
time we had ever seen a nose wheelie. 
Our maneuvers were bank maneuvers 
that we did on the flat for that contest. 
On banks, you don't do handstands and 
nose wheelies; they're unfunctional, 
just tricks. We were obviously more 
evolved: we were dealing with different 
things. A lot of those people were very 
backward. They couldn't even believe 


us. We blew their minds. We were like a 
mob or a pack. Everybody was together 
and real guts up. We said we're going to 
skate our way, not their way. We went 
into that contest and did full-out high- 
performance aggressive skating. We 
had so much energy that people 
couldn't handle it down there. They 
weren't used to it... they were more 
kicked back and kick turned. We were 
jamming low all over the place, the full 
ripping style. 


How did you do? 
| got fourth in the slalom. 


Did you continue in 
competition after that? 

Not really. The Nationals were the 
peak of my contest career. After that, 
there were a lot of small rinky-dink ones. 
Contests were a bore and a drag, so | 
quit. There were a lot of politics 
involved. The USSA ran the contests. 
The same guys who ran the USSA also 
owned Skateboard Magazine. 
Skateboard Magazine also had a team. 
What you ended up with was a situation 
where the same guys who were organ- 
izing and juding were also competing. It 
was unfair. The culmination for me 
came at the Steve's South Bay Contest. 
Torger Johnson started his routine, 
jumped off a tall table, jumps a high 





jump, hits these radical space walks, 
and out of nowhere the judge interrupts 
him, and tells him he’s got to start over 
‘cause they weren't ready. So Torger 
goes back and executes this difficult 
routine again, flawlessly. The judges 
give him five 10’s. Next up is Russell the 
Muscle, the USSA’s number one boy. 
He does his same old thing, and gets 
three 10's and two 9’s. Since they throw 
out the two low scores, Torger and Russ 
are both tied. Instead of going to the 
fourth score, they re trying to call ita tie, 
and telling Torger that he’s got to skate 
again. Torger refuses, and everyone 
starts getting upset. Brian Logan’s call- 
ing for blood, and Skip Engblom picks 
up this slalom cone and nails a judge to 
get his attention. The judge is cringing 
in fear, and Skip's yelling ‘‘protest.”” Fi- 
nally, they admit that Torger won. 

It was scenes like that that made me 
sick of contests. Besides, | was into sla- 
lom, and the courses they had were 
punk. Typically, they were completely 
flat, and 30-feet long. There was no 
challenge to them; they were a joke. At 
that time, | could see no reason to con- 
tinue. | skated much better slalom runs 
with my friends, and the prizes they 
gave out were nothing to speak of. | 
mean, how seriously can you take 
something where for fourth in the nation 


they give you a pair of skateboard 
wheels? A bad contest does nothing but 
hold back the level of skateboarding as 
a whole. 

What do you think of the more 
recent contests? 

| think they are somewhat better in 
general. A lot of the prizes are still too 
low for a truly professional setup. | think 
that the two contests Dick Graham had 
were the best conceived and executed 
(the Hang Ten Pro contests). The Hang 
Ten Pro is the only contest with an over- 
all title, banked events, slalom, down- 
hill, etc. The other big contests seem to 
be the same old) flatland thing. When 
Graham took the Hang Ten to the Carls- 
bad Park, it was a good move for the 
sport. People outside of the skateboard 
world are able to look at the Hang Ten 
Pro and see that there’s something 
there. It’s more than just a bunch of kids 
skating around doing tricks in some 
arena. It's a contest for skateboarding 
in an area specifically constructed for 
skateboarding. 


What do you think of speed 
contests? 

| think they're a good idea, but they 
definitely should be broken up into cate- 
gories. There should be separate divi- 
sions for each type of riding. Take the 
guy who won Signal Hill last year; he’s a 
laydown dock worker or something. 
He’s not a skateboarder. Laying down 
on your skateboard is not skateboard- 
ing. If people are going to lay down or 
knee it, why not get a Flexie? | would 
really rather lay down on other things 
instead of a skateboard. 


What sort of high-speed 
courses would you be into? 

Open canyon runs of at least a mile in 
length. I’m into maneuvering at speed 
over long distances. Straight downhills 
prove little or nothing. The speed con- 
tests they've had are all the same short 
run, straight course type of thing. Speed 
only becomes challenging when you've 
got to work with it. How fast do you take 
a turn; how long do you let it out; when 
do you back off? Speed marks are mis- 
leading. When people are talking top 
speeds, are they talking peak speed or 
average speed? A peak speed of say 55 
is nothing; everyone’s peaked at that. 
But an average speed of 55 over a 
three-mile course with curves, hazards 
and obstacles tells you a little bit more. 
it’s all the difference in the world; it’s life 
and death. The way these contests are 
set up, some guy goes down the hill, hits 
a peak of 57-60 for a couple of sec- 
onds, then the run backs off, and it's all 
over: he’s the champion of the world or 
whaiever. 


What do you think of the 
various fairing techniques? 

Under 60, you can get away with any- 
thing; it doesn’t matter what you do. 
High-speed ‘techniques’ atlow 
speeds are superf!uous. The longer 
courses with varied terrains would force 
people to have advanced techniques 
just to survive. The faster running 
speeds would separate the men from 
the boys. | think you'd be left with a 
whole new hierarchy of speed “‘stars.”’ 


Would you be into competing 
in an open canyon unlimited 
class contest as you’ve 
described it? 

Yes, if it was put together profes- 
sionally, and had an accurate timing 
system. A show-up fee is mandatory, 
though professional skaters should be 
paid to show up at a contest. 

What sort of skating do you do 
for fun? 

| like driving up to the mountains and 
hitting it down for a run. Running in a 
fairing, you can always be near enough 
to your top-end speed that your adren- 
alin never stops rushing—50, 60 m.p.h. 
down these canyons for twenty minutes 
is a whole ‘nother world; it’s like nothing 
else, just total concentration. 


How long have you been 
building fairings? 

About 2% years. The first ones were a 
crude faceted wedge construction. 
They had such flat planes that you al- 
ways had to be centered into the wind, 
otherwise you'd catch a pocket and get 
blown off course. After that, | went to to- 
tal enclosure bullet fairings similar to 
what guys are into now. The bullet fair- 
ings are unfunctional because all you 
can do is go straight down hill; you can't 
turn them. | built this one; it was a 9-foot 
long torpedo. I'd just lay down and ride 
in it. The thing was fast, but there were 
no sensations. It was totally boring; | 
might as well have been asleep. 

What sort of fairing are you 
using now? 

It's 72’ long, has an inclined Con- 
cord-canted nose with a cabin and 
squared-off angular back. It’s separate 
from the skateboard, and has handles 
inside to grab it. | squat on the 
skateboard, turn with my feet, and con- 
trol the fairing with the handles. The 
overall profile is elliptical, and the cut- 
off back allows it to make short radius 
turns. Since | can roll the fairing’s axis to 
funnel the wind, even on a sharp turn or 
inan extreme down-draft, it’s stable. It's 
important to have a neutral handling 
fairing because the wind situation is al- 
ways changing. Neutral handling allows 


15 


you to plug into the different air pockets 
and choose the best track. With the bul- 
let type, you're stuck with one basic 
profile, and you’re always hung up in 
the same position; you can’t play with 
the variables. 

I'm into a flex construction rather 
than a constant or static one for the skin 
and the armature. My profile is designed 
so that it assumes the correct shape 
when I’m in the wind, rather than just 
standing still. The basic armature is a 
wood/aluminum sandwich, and it's 
covered with medium aspect multi- 
laminate fiberglass skin. : 

How did you work out the fine 
points of your profile? 

My father works down at McDonnell- 
Douglas, and they have these wind tun- 
nels. Also some of his friends are air- 
craft designers, and they knew a lot 
about these type of designs. They 
helped me a lot in the construction of 
my fairing. 

How much does it weigh? 

It weighs 11 Ibs. 3 ozs. But the way 
the weight is assigned in relationship to 
the fairing’s mass, you are only pushing 
about four pounds effective weight at 
any given moment. The weight and axis 
of my fairing are aligned with the weight 
and axis of my body mass and 
skateboard; consequently, when | 
move, the fairing moves, keeping me 
from breaking track and losing speed. 


In general, how do you rate 
present-day fairing construction 
techniques? 

Poor, very archaic. Most people are 
only in the beginning stages. At Signal 
Hill this year, there were guys with these 
laydown foam planks, scooters or what- 
ever they are, with carved out body cav- 
ities and arm slots. Let’s face it, those 
things are nothing more than surfboard 
variations. People have got to look 
around objectively at what they are 
doing. Why are these people wasting 
their time and money? Any good book 
on aerodynamics could tell them to stop 
before they start. Since the resources 
are available, why not use them? There 
are specific laws of nature that govern 
what will or will not work. People who try 
to build fairings without knowing the 
ground rules are dooming themselves 
to failure. 

What is the heaviest speed 
situation you’ve ever 
encountered? 

The heaviest speed racing incident 
I've seen occurred a couple of years 
ago on the marine run in Ocean Park. 
We were all taking turns going down. 
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“A definite advocate of the quiver theory.”’ 


Tony Alva pushed off, and was midway 
through the run, in the steepest part, 
when this car pulled out in front of him 
from a side street. Tony passes the car 
on the double line in the center of the 
street, doing 40 or 45, maybe a little 
faster. While he is passing that car, a 
line of cars starts going up the hill. Alva 
was boxed in between the cars with just 
inches of running room on either side. 
That ride showed me a lot in terms of 
speed and control. A wrong move either 
way, and it would have been all over. In- 
stead of freezing or psyching, he shot 
himself straight ahead through the gap, 
and outran the car. It was one of the 
most intense situations I've seen any- 
one put themselves into. 


What sort of safety gear do you 
use on your speed runs? 

For a high-speed run, 60 or up, it’s full 
safety gear: double-thick leathers, high 
boots, helmet with face shield, gloves, 
pads, teeth grips, etc. When you're run- 
ning with real speed, there’s no room 
for error, and if you do make a mistake, 
tt can be fatal. 


Have you ever crashed? 

Not going at full speed. I've eaten it at 
45-50, fast enough where you bounce 
but limp away from it. You just roll it out 
and hope it doesn't eat through your 





leathers and bite on your skin. It was 
enough to smash my fairing in half, to- 
tally wrecking three months of work. It 
was fairly heavy . . . it was life flashing 
before my eyes. 


What type of equipment do you 
use for skating in general? 

I've got an assortment of equipment 
for all of the different sorts of riding !'do. 
For speed runs (with fairing or without), 
| use either a 43” or 38’’ wood laminate 
board, mounted with reinforced Bahne 
150 trucks, and custom-poured Cadil- 
lac wheels with a narrow running sur- 
face and extremely radical profile. 

For banks, | have a 28’’ foam-fiber- 
glass sandwich (very light, the blank 
weighs about six ounces), mounted 
with Bahne trucks and a new prototype 
Cadillac wheels. For the last year and a 
half, Jeff Ho and myself have been 
working with Bill Bahne at Cadillac, 
developing some new wheels. 

For jumping, | have two boards; a 27” 
one for 10 feet and under, a 30” one for 
over 10 feet. Both are made from high- 
impact resistant polycarbonate sheet. 
They're mounted up with heavy-duty 
modified Bahne trucks, with a wide, soft 
wheel designed to absorb impact on 
landings. They have wide, full plan 
shapes. The 10-foot-and-under has me- 








Payday at Paramount, or skating for fun and money. 


dium flex, and the other one for greater 
heights is stiffer. A stiffer board can 
handle the greater heights, while a 
board that is too flexible will snap or . 
have an excessive rebound factor. 
Those are all my boards. You might 
say that I’m an advocate of the quiver 
theory. 


How did you get into jumping? 

| started doing it for fun, and some- 
body took a picture. People picked up 
on it and sort of made a big deal of it. 
The publicity is misleading; | don't really 
jump all that much. It’s more business 
now. 


How do you mean business? 

The only times | jump now are usually 
in film stuntwork. Before, | jumped for 
fun; now | do it for money. 


What happened to the fun? 

At first, jumping was something 
different to do. After | got it wired, it be- 
came sort of passe; | went on to other 
things. | was out of jumping and into 
fairings, and this movie stunt coordina- 
tor hired me to jump off a building for an 
“Emergency.” After that, | started pick- 
ing up more jobs. One thing led to an- 
other; it was a self-perpetuating thing. 


Do you enjoy movie work? 
| like the money ... that’s really all 


there is. When you get right down to it, 
it's very dull, dreary work. You wait 
around for hours just for a five-second 
shot. 


What would you advise 
someone interested in doing 
movie work? 

Learn the market. Find out what 
you're going to be doing; find out what 
you should be getting for doing it. Find 
out the SAG minimums. Get a good 
agent; be business-like, and don't 
waste time. Nothing turns off a business 
guy faster than some kid wasting his 
time. Time is money. Don't waste theirs, 
and don’t let them waste yours. 


What kind of stunts have you 
done? 

Mostly jumping. Chase scenes, skat- 
ing in traffic. A small amount of down- 
hill. |’m starting to do other stunts now. 


Are you conscious of the 
image of the sport when you 
appear in these films? 

Not really. | don’t have to be; my 
sponsors only use me to design and test 
products. | don’t worry about demos or 
any of that P.R. crap. Besides, a stunt- 
man doesn't have much say over the 
content in a production. When I’m work- 
ing as a technical advisor, | try to tell 
them what's realistic and what's not. 
They don’t always listen, though. There 
have been a couple of things | refused 
to do. 


What were they? 

One script called for me to skate by 
and steal an old woman's purse (it was 
a ‘‘Streets of San Francisco”’ where a 
gang of teenagers on skateboards ter- 
rorized the elderly). | couldn't get be- 
hind that one; it didn’t have any class. 
Another, a ‘‘Charlie’s Angels,’ they 
wanted to dress me up like a girl. | 
passed on it... | don’t do impersona- 
tions. 

Do you always use bindings 
when you jump? 

| divide it into over and under 10 feet. 
Under 10, you can go with your regular 
skateboard because the time in the air is 
short; you can stay with your board; it 
doesn't fall away from you. | get maybe 
six-inches away, but you can land with 
it. Over 10 feet, your time in the air is 
much longer, the skateboard drops 
away from you, and you lose it. By using 
the straps, you keep the board with you; 
you have more control. | can do lay- 
backs and use the skateboard as a 
plane or a foil. | try to make it line up with 
the angle of my body so that my mass is 
back, with my skateboard’s nose going 
forward—it forms a central axis on 


which all of your directional flow is pro- 
ceeding forward. 

How dangerous is jumping? 
Would you advise other people to 
do it? 

It can be very dangerous. | wouldn't 
advise people to go do it on their own 
... to just screw some straps on their 
board and jump off the roof. . . youcan 
break your leg in one shot. I’m sort of a 
pioneer in this field; I’ve jumped a lot 
and mastered it as well as | can, and still 
I've gotten hairline fractures, sprains; 
\'ve hurt myself. | try to keep the injuries 
toa minimum. My brother Frank is a pre- 
med at UCLA, and works at the emer- 
gency room there. He gets skateboard 
injuries coming in there all the time, so | 
plan everything out in advance. It’s a hit 
or miss situation with no room for error. 
Other people have gone off and broken 
bones. Also there’s the danger of being 
overconfident after pulling off a few 
small jumps. You can jump off the top of 
avan and make it, and it all seems pretty 
easy; but double the drop, and it's an 
entirely different game. For over 20 feet, 
you should make your first jumps into an 
airbag just to get the feeling of falling 
and the impact down. Personally, for 
aerials, | prefer skiing; the snow’s a lot 
more tolerant surface, much more for- 
giving than concrete. l 


You seem to excel in some 
rather exotic phases of 
skateboarding. How do you think 
you relate to the mainstream? 

| don't. 


Then how do you view what 
you do? 

| see myself as being more into per- 
sonal achievement and satisfaction 
than trying to gain peer acceptance. 
What other people think doesn’t affect 
me as far as influencing what | do. 


What do you think about 
skateparks? 

Skateparks are the inevitable end of 
institutionalized skateboarding. They 
will help the sport since they provide a 
place to skate, and keep skating in the 
eye of the public. | think it’s great they 
have them, but as for me personally, | 
don't like them. They are much too con- 
fining. You have to wear a helmet, pads, 
stand in line, follow rules. That doesn't 
appeal to me. | won't go through all of 
that to skate in a crowd. There are bet- 
ter places to ride with no crowds, places 
that aren't restrictive. The best thing 
about skateboarding to me is that you 
can just go skate, any time, any place. 
Skateparks definitely will help keep the 
market alive, though. 


UE 


You mention the market... 
have you made money off of 
skateboarding? 

Yes. 


Did you groom yourself for the 
market? Are you aware of a 
personal marketability? 

| created something that people ap- 
parently want. People have come to me 
and said they specifically wanted me to 
do a certain thing; that is, jumping off of 
buildings on a skateboard. With me, it 
was unplanned; it just happened. On 
the whole, there’s two ways of market- 
ing; either making yourself fit the mar- 
ket, or bringing the market to you. Good 
examples of this are Stacy Peralta and 
Tony Alva. A couple of years ago, Stacy 
and Tony were on the same skateboard 
team... there, they were two no- 
bodies, then skateboard contests 
started. It was immediately apparent 
that to win those contests, you had to do 
a good flatland freestyle. Flatland free- 
style was the event to win. Peralta went 
to work and became one of the best flat- 
land freestylers in the world. Alva with- 
drew from that situation; he was only 
into pools and banks. He still did decent 
in slalom, but at that time, Stacy did 
much better. He placed third in the 
World Pro freestyle, the glamour event, 
went to Australia, got the interviews, 
and was extremely marketable. He 
eventually went to G & S for whom he 
was the perfect product image. Clean- 
cut, does demos, he can mix with the 
crowd, Joe American boy, and he’s 
doing pretty good. Tony, on the other 
hand, rode extremely well on banks, 
and bypassed success in the flatland 
freestyle. In the first contest that they 
had any sort of bank situation, the 1975 
Hang Ten Pro cross-country, he won. 
People should have seen it. The hand- 
writing was on the wall; it was coming. 
Tony, Biniak and Torger—1, 2, 3; all 
Santa Monica guys who knew how to 
ride banks. Banks were coming, and 
Tony realized it and waited. Alva stuck 
to his guns, and became a totally unique 
character. Now that skateboarding and 
contests have evolved to bank riding, 
there is a market for bank riders. Tony 
Alva and his friends made a market, and 
i's Coming to them. They pushed for 
banks and pools, and now it’s paying 
off. 

You mention Santa Monica in 
regards to bank riding; do you 
think there’s a movement there? 

Ever since skateboarding’s been 
around there, the direction has been to- 
wards banks. Since skateboarding orig- 
inally was an offshoot of the 50’s Malibu 
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surf culture, people have been riding 
that way for a very long time. 


What did you think of what 
Bruce said? 
Bruce who? 


Bruce Logan in his interview 
said that the San Diego area was 
the new center of contemporary 
skateboarding. 

America is a free country, and every- 
one has a right to his own opinion, but | 
think his views are completely ill- 
founded and hypocritical. How can 
some guy move from the South Bay to 
San Diego and then proclaim San Diego 
the center of skateboarding? It’s all right 
there, even if you want to go to black 
and white. Who's the real World Cham- 
pion? Logan is the flatland freestyle 
champion. Alva is the World overall 
Champion. Look around; banks and 
pools are what's happening. Logan’s 
unreal at his trip, but if the skateboard- 
ing world was following Bruce Logan, 
everyone would still be doing thee-min- 
ute nose wheelies on the flat. Santa 
Monica, also known as Dogtown, is the 
pushing power in skateboarding today. 
Look back to the Del Mar contest. The 
Zephyr team was the antithesis of the 
down-south style. It was two separate 
things—San Diego and Dogtown. But 
when the Zephyr team broke up and 
some of the boys went down south for 
sponsors, they brought the new type of 
skateboarding with them. The S.M. boys 
showed the down-southers how to ride 
banks and pools, there is no doubt 
about it. People in San Diego have 
ripped off D.T. maneuvers, and tried to 
claim they are their own. The level of our 
skateboarding three years ago was so 
high that people are still trying to figure 
out what we were doing then. To see 
who the best people in skateboarding 
are today, just go to any radical pool; 
you'll be able to tell who’s what. | guar- 
antee you Logan won't even be in it. The 
boys from Dogtown would gladly teach 
Bruce about modern skating in a con- 
test; say his boys vs. Z-boys. 

What skaters have influenced 
you the most? 

Alva, Biniak, Adams, Peralta, those 
guys are the obvious choices, but there 
are alot of others. . . John Palfreyman, 
Shougo Kubo, Wentzle Ruml, Dennis 
Harney, Jim Muir, Paul Constantineau, 
Wes Humpston, have all shown me a lot. 
For young guys, Paul Cullen, Arthur 
Lake, Dexter Green and Clinton Russell 
all show definite promise. 


Most of those people are from 
Dogtown. Why do you think the 








aD a 4 
“People are just starting to pick up on 
things we were doing three years ago.” N. 
Pratt shown in the past. 


Santa Monica area is such a 
hotbed of skating activity? 

The Dogtown skate style is an epiphe- 
nomenon of the D.T. lifestyle. It's a very 
tough and physical place, and it’s only 
natural for people who skate there to be 
radical and aggressive. The skate style 
follows the lifestyle. When you’re deal- 
ing with the bikers, Vatos and Bloods ev- 
ery day, you've got to have your shit 
together. The kids just end up being a 
little tougher and a lot more go-for-it. It’s 
life on the streets. 


In closing, what can you see in 


the future for skateboarding in 


general? 
Business-wise or skate-wise? 


Both. 

The business will peak off, and the 
skateboarding market will go from the 
fad stage to a more stable sporting 
goods type of market. With the parks 
and the better equipment, skateboard- 
ing will continue as a constant market. 
Competition will be introduced into the 
school systems. Eventually contests will 
be of two types: a) the smaller commu- 
nity center, neighborhood park meets, 
and b) the major national and regional 
events. 

| can see a lot of big companies who 
deal with the youth market, soft drink 
companies would be a good example, 
both sponsoring big contests and con- 
ducting skate safety clinics and skate 
tours as promotional ventures. 

The ability level has no place to go but 
up. What we are seeing now is nothing. 
Right now, we are in the Dark Ages. The 
level goes up every day, and that’s 
never going to stop. The only limitations 
over what people can conceivably do 
are in the mind. SS 
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Nathan Pratt, keeping a low profile in his speed profile. 








High flying. 





DENNIS 


MARTINEZ 


17 years old, rides for 
Team Bahne 


| met Dennis about a year and a half 
ago, while visiting a friend in San Diego. 
Now, looking back, | remember him as 
the usual starry-eyed roller rat we all 
were, and possibly to some degree, will 
hopefully remain. The really only obvious 
difference was his forward, but true blue, 
courteous attitude toward those around 
him, both younger and older than he. 
The other thing | remember about him 
was that he knew very little about how to 
skateboard and carried the typical 
scarred and open-skin appearance of 
the not too careful novice. 

Well, that was, like | said, about a year 
and a half ago. In that time, our young 
friend has developed into an amazingly 
clever, and radical, all-around 
skateboarder. If freestyle competition 
ever encompasses bowl boogying in the 
skaters’ routines or overall’score, this 
racer for Bahne, Martinez, will be 
downright lethal. ; 

In September at the star-spangled 
slalom races of the Hang Ten World Pro 
Skateboard Championships, | was 
flashing to Brewer's ankle wizard, Bobby 
Piercy, about all the hot and upcoming 
juniors that we were constantly being 
reminded of during these get-togethers. 
“The really scary threat | see in the close 
future could be that young racer for 
Bahne, Martinez. He flat-out flies."’ 

While hanging out in Huntington last 
week for the Nancy Katin 
Manufacturers’ Team Ripoff surfing 
contest, | was rapping with Conrad 
Miyoshi, who is involved with the 
Montebello Skatepark. He was talking 
about their newly opened skate place, 
and especially about the festivities 
during the opening weekend. Many well- 
known superstars were all over—rolling 
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about. Team Bahne’s only banner carrier 
was Dennis, but why send overkill? As 
Conrad put it, “That Martinez has the 
magic. . . he pulls off every radical 
maneuver perfectly!”’ 

Dennis and fellow teammate Masami 
Countryman experienced their first 
spectator-packed contest during the 
YMCA La Costa Summer Contest, where 
they performed in the oversized junior 
division. | personally saw jaws drop. 
Skaters and spectators alike wondered 
who he was and where he came from. 

Last September, he auditioned, and 
was chosen to skate and chug sugar, for 
a nationally viewed television 
commercial for Pepsi. If you don't 
recognize him, he’s the dude up front 
doing all the skating. 

Probably his most memorable skate 
outing occurred in Anaheim last July 
3rd. He and Team Bahne and a few 
notorious skate stars (Bruce Logan, 
Nadalin, Howell, Skitch, Mark Bowden) 
jammed with the likes of America, 
Santana, and the Beach Boys, for a foot- 
stomping, stadium-shaking, 55,000 
blitzed folks. 

Martinez probably feels most at home 
in pools, bowls or high-country vertical 
banks. While doing a few demos for the 
cowboys in the Sierras last summer, he 
visited a closely covered secret spot 
called the ‘‘Grinder.’’ The pro snow 
skiers of the area told Dennis that if he 
taught them to flow on their high and 
long walls like he could, they would 
immensely enjoy sharing with him some 
expert skiing adventures this season. As 
luck would have it, however, there was 
no snow this year. 

Whether his audience is 30 senior 
citizens in a San Diego convalescent 





Dennis has recently expressed concern over being 
“packaged” as a specialist, we understand, but have to 
State that he is a phenomenal kick-flip artist, and one of the 
most radical freestylists ever, as well as possessing 
abundant bowlI-riding talents. Shown here performing a 
backwards kickflip at speed. 


home, 100 ‘‘underprivileged’’ 
youngsters in Watts, or 55,000 halif- 
crazed music freaks, he has always 
skated well and convinced the onlookers 
that he was also having a good one. In 
his short tour of duty as a skating 
representative for all of us in the sport, 
he has become a very qualified teacher 
of balance and motion. During this time 
with his team, he has been able to learn 
from, and teach, talents like Bob Mohr, 
Patrick Flanagan, Ellen Berryman and 
Bobby Boyden (to whom he gave the 
now familiar nickname of ‘‘Casper’’), to 
only list a few. If you look with a knowing 
eye, you can see that their styles have 
influenced each other. But Martinez 
adds his own distinct flair, which any 
novice would do well to pick up on. At 
the demos, he was always one of the 
first to welcome the curious or interested 
spectators to join in during his clinics. 

Maybe now you don’t fully know of 
Dennis Martinez, but you will. Not just 
because he can rip with the best (he has 
appeared with most of the heavies at 
one time or another), but mostly 
because he openly enjoys his 
experiences and talents with anyone 
aware enough to understand what 
skating can be all about. ‘‘To me, radical 
means attempting a maneuver to my 
limits; but most of all, it means pulling it 
off without hurting anyone, especially 
myself. Any fish-eyed fool can radically 
hurt themselves. But you can't skate ina 
hospital bed. But to feel the natural flow 
of balanced motion, and to realize there 
is still more to experience, that's skating 
for me. | want to feel that, not pain. Skate 
safe, skate tomorrow!”’ 

‘DENIS SHUFELDT 





Pouncing on a banked kickflip, Dennis’ future appears to 
be that ofa rough gem about to be polished... 
“This cat will be downright lethal.” 








An early photo of an unknown ‘‘Wally”’ 
shattering Fruit Bow! peripheries. The kid 
is red-hot, consistent and getting better 
every day. 








Nobody has Montebello more wired than 
_ Wally. 
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18 years old, 
rides for Time Tunnel Ent. 


Take 5'2" of fluid spring action, add to 
that the experience gained from skating 
with Dogtown's finest, and you have Tom 
inouye. Tom, known to his friends as 
“Wally,” started skating on the hills 
around his house in 1972, at the end of 
the clay-wheel era. During the early 
urethane days, he continued to skate the 
excellent blacktop hills in Monterey 
Park, his hometown. Then two days after 
seeing the footage of Jay Adams in 
“Super Session," he went to Dogtown. 
For two years he skated the banks at 
“Revere” at night. His only 
transportation was a friend who worked 
during the day, so they were only able to 
skate by moonlight. 

In early spring, 1975, Wally met Dale 
Smith through friends of his sister. Dale, 
who lived in Long Beach, began 
teaching Wally freestyle. By summer, 
when contests were beginning to be 
held, he began to compete. The first 
contest he entered was Steve’s South 
Bay, where he competed in freestyle and 
slalom. He drew underground attention 
at this early date by having reputedly 
gone 55 m.p.h. He says, ‘The Santa 
Monica boys came up to me and asked, 
‘Did you really go 55?’ ”’ 

More contests were to follow: Orange 
County, San Diego, Balboa (where he 
took second in freestyle), The Hang 
Ten at the L.A. Sports Arena, and 
Ventura '76. 

During this time, he started to skate 
Santa Monica during the day, and one 
by one he saw and skated with all the 
Dogtown boys. Wally, reputedly, is one 
of the only skaters that the Dogtown 
boys consider to be really hot. 

As the contests faded, pools, banks, 





pipes, and other man-made terrain 
attracted his attention. As publicity 
began shedding light on the more visible 
contest skaters, Wally and his friends 
were skating places like Mt. Baldy. 

One day at the Long Beach pool, he 
met Waldo Autry. This was to be a fruitful 
meeting for both of them. Waldo began 
to show Wally some hot lines, and in 
trade Wally turned Waldo on to some hot 
spots. Waldo made Wally a board, put 
him on the Waldo pool riding team, and 
took him to Anaheim when Warren 
Bolster was there. Warren only had to 
look once to realize that here was a 
major talent who was totally unknown 
outside of his small circle of friends. 

Things began to move very fast. Less 
than five minutes away from his house, 
Skatepark Montebello was being built. 
Wally and friend Brad Stradland (one of 
the hottest iongboarders around) started 








, “Charging the edge, full thrust, at 
Montebello. 


hanging out watching construction. 
When it came time for the park to open, 
they were the first locals hired as 
instructors. Now Wally works a full 
schedule at the park, in addition to 
finishing up his senior year in high 
school. 

Wally lists his favorite riders as being: 
Jay Adams, Waldo, Tony Alva, and Bob 
Biniak. He says that high points in his 
skating career have been getting the 
centerspread in SKATEBOARDER, 
getting on the Logan team, and staying 
with Jim Freeman in Ventura. He says 
that one of his more interesting skating 
experiences was going to the Keyhole 
recently, and getting only four rides 
before getting busted. Since there was a 
$250 fine for that episode, that works out 
to about $62.50 per ride—skateparks are 
a lot cheaper! 

CURTIS HESSELGRAVE 


83 


an 








ROBIN 
LOGAN 


18 years old, rides for Logan 


Earth Ski 


Today, as more thanadecade ago, ~ 


the Logan brothers are leaders in 
freestyle skateboarding. In the mid- 
sixties Bruce and Brad were members of 
the prestigious, young Makaha team; 
Bruce, in fact, was the second-place 
finisher in freestyle at the Anaheim World 
Contest in 1965. And in the last few 
years, their media exposure and solid 
competition records have only served to 
further their respective reputations. 

And so it is that the youngest Logan, 
Robin, is often dismissed as just another 
skateboarding Logan, or Bruce's kid 
sister. This tendency is furthered by the 
fact that Robin’s style bears a 
resemblance to that of Bruce, her 
primary mentor since he got her started 
twelve years ago. Yet for those who have 
seen her rip Carlsbad or Anaheim, or 
have caught one of her strong 
performances in competition, Robin has 
ably emerged from the shadow of her 
older brothers. Despite-the privilege and 
problem of bearing the Logan name, 
Robin has begun to make a mark for 
herself on the basis of ability alone, 
indisputably placing her among the top 
female skateboarders in the history of 
the sport. 

Robin's talent actually began to take 
shape in the years 1965-67, while 
serving as an unofficial mascot for her 
brothers’ team. ‘‘When | was seven, we 
would do demos in department stores,’ 
she recalls. ‘Bruce and Ty (Page) would 
skate through the stores to attract 
people; Brad and | would have kickturn 
races for the people already standing 
and watching.’’ Robin was also heavily 
into jumping off curbs and over 
crossbars (she was clearing two-feet at 
the time) making her one radical 
youngster. 





A 1960's photo of Robin 
and her 30" Roller Derby. 
Photo: Barbara Logan. 


In the intervening years, Robin fell in 
and out of skateboarding, as the sport 
experienced periodic mild revivals in and 
around Hermosa Beach, her home until 
1972. At that time, the Logans moved 
down the coast to Leucadia, a short 
distance from Del Mar where Robin 
would eventually compete in the first 
major contest in ten years: the Bahne- 
Cadillac Nationals. One of the few 
female holdovers from the sixties, Robin 
managed a very respectable second in 
the women’s freestyle at Del Mar. She’s 
been thoroughly committed to skating 
and skateboard competition ever since. 

In freestyle Robin relies heavily on 
quick, smooth footwork for the 
substance of her routines. Walk-the-dog 
variations, toe spins, pirouettes and kick 
flips (reportedly, she was the first female 
tomaster this maneuver) all come easily. 
“Backward wheelies and space 
walking,’’ she confides, ‘‘are my hardest 
tricks."’ 





Laid-back control in the familiar Logan 
tradition. 


Robin feels that females add strong 
elements of aesthetics and camaraderie 
to competition, although they are 
Capable of aggressive, gutsy skating as 
well. A prime example here is the bank 
and bowl riding of Kim Cespedes, which 
Robin describes as both ‘‘radical’’ and 
“fluid.”’ Furthermore, Robin would like to 
see certain ‘‘men’s’’ events, like barrel 
and high jumping, offered in the 
women’s division. Robin's argument is 
strengthened by her own jumping 
efforts, having already cleared the high 
bar at 3’6’’ and hurdled six barrels. 

Toward further pushing her personal 
limits, Robin regularly takes part in giant 
slalom races near home at La Costa, 
learning from the likes of Bob Piercy and 
Mike and Bob Williams, and drawing her 
basic style from surfing, Robin's 
summertime obsession. As for just plain 
fun skating, Robin likes to go back and 
Visit the partially destroyed Reservoir. 
“It's not hardly as good as it was," says 
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Tay 


Reputedly the first girl to ever do a kickflip. 


Fully torqued on the new El Cajon Park's 
freestyle reservoir. 


Robin, ‘‘but it’s still rideable. | like to go 
back and refresh myself with old 
memories.”’ 

More often, however, Robin concerns 
herself with the future. She is admittedly 
anxious to finish high school and 
eventually attend college. ‘| want to be a 
veterinarian,’’ she explains. ‘‘I’m really 
very good with animals.”’ But Robin is 
also very good with a skateboard, and 
plans to keep riding professionally for a 
long while. Although she has been 
around the sport most of her life, she still 
has the necessary enthusiasm to learn 
and perfect technique. For despite 
having finally achieved her own identity 
inthe sport, Robin is still, after all, from 
the first family of skateboarding—which, 
inthe final analysis, isn’t all that bad. 


BRIAN GILLOGLY 








FRED 


FLAVELL 


19 years old, rides for 
Bengal SS Comp 


It happened almost every contest but, 
still, it would catch you off guard. 

In the middle of his routine, Fred 
Flavell would stop, struggle to remove 
two or three rings from his fingers, 
survey the allotted freestyle area, and 
then—finally—go into his unique 
knuckle-handstand. 

Fellow contestants considered the 
ritual foolhardy because of the time it 
stole from the rest of his routine. Judges, 
infact, sometimes scored Fred down for 
breaking continuity. But then Fred never 
cared much for convention. He’s usually 
been too busy setting precedent. 

For example, on the cement 
underneath the Huntington Beach pier, 
circa 1973, Fred performed advanced 
one-footed wheelies and 360's, and 
unusual levers and inverted moves, and 
always attracted a sizable crowd. 
Curiously enough, however, while half 
the onlookers were blowing their minds 
(among them a lukewarm Russ Howell 
and a green Ed Nadalin), the other half 
would shout down abuse from the pier. 
As Fred explains it: 

“The beach people were into 
roundhouse turns, slides—surf type 
moves—and they wanted to stay like 
that. They even boo’ed Russ (Howell) at 
the Ocean Festival (1974 Del Mar 
Nationals) for doing gymnastic-type 
maneuvers.” 

But Russ won at Del Mar, employing 
many of the same moves he had learned 
from Fred. And so where was Russ’ 
teacher? 

“It was a question of one day too 
late,’ Fred explains, having been 
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Fred Flavell. . . hot freestylist, “using 











skateboarding as a ‘tool’ for creative 


expression.” 


misinformed about when the 
eliminations were to.begin. ‘‘And a lot of 
people were mad at.me ‘cause | didn’t 
compete.”’ 

Those people knew Fred's skating, 
and realized that he had missed a good 
chance at the top spot. Reportedly, the 


- evidence is revealed in the new film 


Motion, which shows Fred, during the 
Festival, displaying technique decidedly 
ahead of his time. 

It seems that by the time of the rebirth 
of skateboarding in 1974, Fred already 
had two years of steady practice 
immediately behind him. A former ‘‘pee 
wee”’ on a prominent Huntington Beach 
skateboard team of the mid-sixties, the 
Kips, he drew much of his inspiration 
from that experience. But more 
importantly, Fred, who is presently an art 
major in college, was using 
skateboarding as a ‘'tool’’ for creative 
expression,.tying in his background in 
surfing and gymnastics as well. 

In order to progress creatively, Fred 
felt the need to ‘'break away,’’ as he has 
put it, from old concepts of 
skateboarding. His mind eventually ran 
insuch diverse directions as delicate 
one-footed moves, curious fingertip 
handstands and flashy barrel jumping. 
(Fred actually set the first official barrel 
jump record—14 barrels—for a TV 
special in 1975. Tony Alva broke that 
record last year at the Long Beach Pro 
with 18, and Fred came back with an 
unofficial 19 in an exhibition at a car 
show a short time later.) 

Today Fred’s skating is, in essence, a 
synthesis of those directions, though 


occasionally he will come up with 
unusual new moves, like one-footed 
pirouettes and pirouette wheelies. He 


explains that because of other 


commitments, principally religious and 
educational, and interests, especially 
surfing and skiing, he is presently 
averaging only about thirty minutes of 
practice a day, as opposed to six hours 
afew years ago. But despite his belief in 
the importance of diligent practice to 
progressive skateboarding, Fred still 
manages to regularly place in jumping 
and/or freestyle events. 

It's not that Fred is gradually bailing 
out of skateboarding. On the contrary, 
he is anxious to experience the ‘‘new 
phase’ he believes the sport will be 
going through with the proliferation of 
skate parks and, possibly; the 
development of regular, well-organized 
competition. Fred feels that the Long 
Beach Pro, with its compulsories and 
multiple events, was a ‘‘good step 
forward.” 

And although Fred has undergone a 
religious / philosophical awakening 
during the last year, he finds his beliefs 
entirely consistent with skating and 
skateboard competition. ‘‘It's in man’s 
nature to compete,’’ says Fred. ‘‘l just 
hope we're now at the level of friendly 
competitiveness.” 

For one who has contributed much to 
the sport but received little recognition in 
return, it’s a noble thought. 


—BRIAN GILLOGLY 











Cruising through the barrel jump prelims at 
Long Beach. 






Two-board, three-finger parallel The master of one-footed wheelies and 
handstand—the first time he ever tried it. other unique variations. 


Anaheim’'s Concrete Wave. 
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PAUL - 
CULLEN 


14 years old, rides for Z-Flex 


Paul Cullen has been described as a 
“present and future terrorist,’’ which 
pretty well sums it up. His skate activities 
constantly blow out the unprepared and 
the unaware. 

“Paul skates as well as anyone in 
Dogtown.’’—T. Alva. 

In any given situation, Cullen comes 
through with one of the most radical, 
vanguard and spontaneous approaches 
around. You can never figure what he’s 
going to do next, ‘cause he never does 
anything the same. He is continually 
expanding his limits, and becoming 
more attuned. Paul emanates a poise 
and confidence that clearly shows his 
nine years of skating experience (a long- 
time association with many of the finest 
skaters around). Cullen's past team 
affiliations read like a list of Who’s Who 
in contemporary skating: Zephyr, E-Z, 
Makaha, Logan and Z-Flex. He feels that 
“good equipment and hot riders’’ are 
what make up a quality team. 

Paul credits Tony Alva with showing 
him “‘how to ride pools and banks,”’ 
Stacy Peralta with ‘turning him on to 
freestyle,’’ and Jay Adams with teaching 
him how to “‘just get radical.”’ 

The young skater currently is riding 
the standard 27” Z-Flex, and the 30” 
Adams design, both with Bennett Pros 
and Road Rider 6 wheels. For 
maneuvers, he’s into ‘‘trying to get past 
vertical and pull it off, and being able to 
do anything frontside that he can do 
backside. Pools, bowls and vertical banks 
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are Paul’s favorite skating terrains, in 
general, with Keyhole, Manhole and 
Kenter ‘‘just for Sunday material,’’ being 
his specific preferences. 

Cullen “‘likes competing a lot,’’ and 
feels that competition is a means of 
advancement. He’s done well at skate 
meets in the past (1st La Costa, 2nd 
1975 Hang Ten Pro-Am, 2nd Ventura, 
3rd 1976 Northern California Pro-Am), 
and regrets the scarcity of them at 
present. ‘‘l’m waiting and ready for 
them.’ (Paul admits that he’s been 
practicing, and has a few new tricks 
ready, but refuses to elaborate.) 

Arthur Lake, Don Oldham and Shawn 
Sullivan are the young skaters whom 
Paul feels are ‘‘doing the best things.” 
Cullen considers himself a professional, 


“The only thing brighter than his present is 
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his future.” 


and he already has several notable film 
and commercial credits, including Pepsi 
Cola, Heinz Catsup, and Go For It. 

These days, Paul divides his time 
between skating, surfing, fishing, going 
to school, and ‘‘just getting crazy.”’ In 
the coming time, he’d like to “‘travel and 
see some different places.” 
(Considering that he’s already lived in 
Canada, Australia and Hawaii, he’s got a 
head start.) 

Paul thinks that there just might be 
some good opportunities ahead for him 
in skating, and he’s ‘‘just gonna wait and 
see what happens.”’ There are few 
persons who would disagree with him; 
the only thing brighter than his present is 


misyornne JOHN SMYTHE 








Paul ‘just getting crazy” at Reseda. 
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“Paul skates as well as anyone in Dogtown." 
—Tony Alva. 
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THE RHINO RACING TEAM: 


by Chris Ahrens 


We've all seen skateboard teams—lots 
of 'em. Most have only one common tie 
_.. the label on their skateboards. Not 
much more ties these individuals to- 
gether. There is only one obvious and no- 
table exception. They are the meaty, 
beaty, big and bouncy members of the 
Rhino Racing Team. They are a team in 
the true sense of the word. They couldn't 
function separately even if they wanted 
to. They are the hottest catamaran skate- 
boarders in the world. They live together, 
eat together, and most of all skate to- 
gether. They spend hours perfecting old 
maneuvers and inventing new ones. 

A few weeks ago at Escape Country, 
Rick Wynne and Mitch Mitchell took me 
for my first ride. | was instantly hooked. 
We rode quickly down the narrow, wind- 
ing course, and pumped through a series 
of turns at speeds faster than | had gone 
all day. It was fast and exciting, yet it felt 
stable and safe; in short, it was fun, lots of 
fun! 

lt was more than just a break in the mo- 
notony, or a change of pace. It was more 
like a sport of its own, with a respective 
thrill all its own. One might think that two 
or three skateboarders linked together 
would be limited, but after seeing their 
many maneuvers, and listening as they 
discussed new ones, | knew that the pos- 
sibilities were limitless. One just has to 
watch them as they hike out of the bowl at 
Carlsbad, or run gates at Escape Coun- 
try, or do a speed run at La Costa, to 
know that the only boundaries are imagi- 
nation. With such fertile imaginations as 
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they have, it is safe to say that the sport is 
unlimited. 

Escape Country held the first cat com- 
petition early this year, and it was a Rhino 
afternoon. They took first and second 
place. Jeff Emrich was (the third mem- 
ber) with his girlfriend who had only 
worked with him a few times, and still 
both teams were seconds ahead of the 
competition. Even if they had competed 
with the singles, they would have only 
been seconds behind the fastest time. 

Kryptonic has just designed a wheel for 
the dynamic duo. They wanted to test it 
(and believe me, no one will put a wheel 
through a tougher test). These guys have 
torn the bearings out of wheels with their 
high-speed antics. So, anyway, they went 
directly to Suicide Hill and ripped into a 
speed of 60 m.p.h. Of the experience 
Mitch said, ‘It was just fun. | wasn’t 
scared. | was fully confident and felt safe. 
| totally trust myself, my equipment, and 
Rick.” 

Rick said, ‘‘Yeah, it’s like driving a road 
race car. We crashed once there at 35 
m.p.h., and went over a 15-foot embank- 
ment. That was scary. We've been skat- 
ing for about 15 years continuously. 
About three years ago, a friend showed 
us how to ‘cat,’ now |. rarely stand up be- 
cause catting is just so much more! I'm 
convinced that we can go faster than 
anybody, and we intend to prove it! We're 
building a high-quality Rhino skateboard, 
both for catting and slalom. They should 
be on the market by spring. They'll be ex- 
pensive, but wait till you see ‘em! 

Rick continued, ‘‘We've been through 
about 30 or 40 sets of wheels in the last 


two years. Those first Cadillacs just blew 
us out. They were such an improvement, 
and then the Stokers, and now with these 
new Kryptonics it seems that a whole lot 
more has opened up to everyone. Once 
again we have to redefine our limits and 
push our boundaries. Like a lot of guys 
are talking about going all the way around 
and upside down in a barrel or pipe. | 
think we can do it! All we need is the 
speed. Because of our low center of grav- 
ity, we'll be able to pull it off. Jeff has all 
that stuff figured out. He’s the brains of 
the outfit. | mean, he’s a real scientist. He 
figures out the possibilities, and then we 
just skate as usual, and when we think 
we're ready, we just try something new. 
It's rarely ever an accident when we do a 
maneuver. In fact, we never do anything 
that we both don't totally agree on. I’m 
talking about two of us, but sometimes 
there’s three. One guy will draft the other, 
two pass them and then hook up. It’s 
unreal.” 

All this may sound like a lot of talk, so 
here’s a few Statistics for you unbelievers 
who haven't seen them in action. With 
only three years experience, our boys 
have set two world records, one for dis- 
tance (23.9 feet), and one for height (6 
feet). They will set alot more. If | don't see 
them for a week or more, they've already 
got a new maneuver tested and per- 
fected. Their momentum is phenomenal. 
They'll be the best for a long time. Even 
when they're not, the next generation of 
skaters will owe everything to them. 

So why haven't more people gotten 
into it? Maybe it’s the wanting to be rec- 
ognized as the center of attention, | don't 





Four perspectives of the Rhinos raging at Carlsbad and Montebello. To date no terrain has been 


built that can properly accommodate their unique and radical techniques. 


know. There’s not much room for the ego 
maniac by the mere fact that it’s humbling 
to know that you absolutely need the 
other guy. Yet the advantages are many. 
It's safer, gives a sense of higher speed, 
and has room for new and progressive 
ideas. Also, it’s fun because you can 
communicate with the other person. 

This year, during the competition, the 
boys plan to ride Signal Hill. I’m sure 
they'll blow some minds there. Every- 
where they go they attract interest. At the 
Cow Palace, they stole the show! Unfor- 
tunately, as their art matures, they have 
no other stimuli but themselves. Sadly, 


they have no competition. So is the Rhino 
an endangered species? Not at all. Daily, 
| see more kids catamaraning; not with 
the diversity and polish of the Rhinos, 
perhaps, but some day when the inevi- 
table happens and a couple of young kids 
become top dogs, they will owe every- 
thing to their fantastic predecessors. For 
now, though, it's just Mitch Mitchell, Rick 
Wynne, and Jeff Emrich. They are the 
pioneers of a new and exciting sport 
within a sport. The Rhino Racing Team, 
like the animal they are named after, is a 
tough, aggressive and rare breed! e)} 





WHOS MAKING | 
THOSE TRACKS? 





Up till now, no wheels could deliver the traction, 
speed, and performance that skateboarders demand. 
Wizard delivers what skateboarders want: 


e 60 individual diamond-shaped gripping surfaces. 
e Better grip, traction. 

e More maneuverable. 

° Safer. 

° Long-wearing. 

e Hand-poured urethane. 

e Faster response. 

e Special urethane formulation. 

e Greater Speed. 

e Perfect for radical steep terrain, and slalom speed. 
© 2" XK 2%" size. 
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Mail order coupon 


{) $7.50 each with precision bearings. 

(4) $5.50 each without precision bearings. 
California residents add 6% sales tax. Domestic 
orders please include $1.50 for postage and 


Ask your local skateboard dealer for Wizard Wheels, : 
handling. Allow 4 weeks for delivery. 


or write direct to: Wizard Wheels, 1760 Monrovia Ave. 
+ A-18, Costa Mesa, CA 92627 to get Wizard Wheels 
by mail; or call (714) 642-6202. 





East coast distribution: Kona Skateboards, Inc., 420 
W. Cedar Ave., Wildwood, NJ 08260 (609) 522-7899. 
1760 Monrovia Ave. #A-18, Costa Mesa, CA 92627 
(714) 642-6202. 


Dealer BREN invited. Foreign and domestic patents pending. 


“For Concrete Comfort” “ « ” 
“Go For The Rest” d The finest in wood boards. 


Available in 25, 27 and 31” 


The finest protection for any type of skateboarding, with nylon stitching, channel bottoms with kick. 










reinforced tips, leather backing, 100% rugged leather, double pigskin padding Oak and Ash 
on palms, 
Mail order: send $15.95 (plus tracing of hand) or S, M, L. Calif. residents add Endorsed by riders Sam Puccio 
| 6% sales tax. Dealer inquiries welcomed. (World's Record—Downhill) are 
Greg Ayres (Feb. Who’s Hot, ty Sree ui 
April cover rider) tel hens ann 
Kevin Anderson (Boinking pool Bus 
. 
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Kevin Anderson/photo: 
Hari Gochi 
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E. T. Company 


916-S Aviation Blvd., Hermosa Beach, CA 90254 (213) 379-7660 
Accept no substitutes. 7 
Available at finer surf and skateboard shops everywhere. 


Wrench 


1/2" socket es - 9/16" socket 


screw driver 


11/16" openend , 


5/16” open end 


3/8" open end 
The essential 


skateboard part! 3/8" socket 


ee 
More than a skateboard wrench, rather a complete truck 
service system. This unique wrench, specially designed for 
skateboards, is actually 7 tools in 1. It-fits all known trucks 
and wheels (including wide wheels). 


| »_ 7h 
DP The DUAL SKID PLATE 
is made of high impact plastic 
with long-wearing durability. And it comes 
in a choice of colors . . . white, red, or blue. 
Only $2.00 each (includes tax & shipping) 
Dealer inquiries invited 


CeaBheege 


OF CALIFORNIA 
1324 So. Magnolia, Anaheim, CA 92804 


(714) 828-9851 
— Fine Surf and Skateboard Gear — 


West Coast: East Coast: 

Super Wrench® Super Wrenche 
P.O. Box 163 P.O. Box 99 

Huntington Bch., CA 92648 Wilmington, Mass. 01887 
(714) 536-6415 (617) 658-9554 


Please send #_______ Super Wrench(es) at $4.95 
(plus 50¢, each handling) to: (Cal. res. add 6% sales tax) 


Name 





Address 





City 
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BEYOND TRUCKS 


The Stroker System — faster, quicker and 
fully adjustable. It takes you places you've 
never been before. Adaptable to your present 
board, add’ one to the front and experience its 
tremendous traction and steering abilities. Are 
you ready for more? Complete the system by 
mounting one in the rear, then — RIP THE 
When riding’ in a straight line only the inside WORLD TO SHREDS. 


edges of the wheels touch the ground (Cam- 
ber), Less wheel drag means a faster ride. 





As the Stroker turns, the combined effects of 
camber and castor force the wheel edges 
nearest the inside of the turn into the ground) 
producing tremendous traction 

a SS SS Gee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee es ee 


Please send me: 


call & ; . Se aol nal 7 J Strokers 24.95 ea.; 49.95 per pair 
ey CO a Nee PR | SES | IN (On © Stroker T-shirt 5.45ea. OS OM 5 L 
? { C Stroker sticker .35 ea. 
Handling: Strokers 2.50; T-shirt .85; Sticker .15 
Cal. Res. add 6% 
Total enclosed $ 


1434 Yosemite Avenue 
San Francisco, Calif. 94124 
(415) 822-6776 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 


Send check or money order to: 


Name 


Address 
City 


I 
| 
! Ermico Ent. Inc., 1434 Yosemite Avenue, San Francisco, CA. 94124 
| 
I 
[ 
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Skateboarder), 
POSTERS 


i« 


B. SKATEBOARDER Magazine Ne 
17" x 22” 2-color Poster " LUT aro) Par Lae] 


C. Tunnel Vision 24” x 22” 
B/W Graphic 





moet 


New long-sleeve 
SKATEBOARDER 


% 
“sn with pro style 
. Se oie 


IT’S FOR 
See 
THOSE QUESTIONS 
you asked about 
learning tricks, best 
kinds of boards & 
wheels, making 


repair & care. 


me ” 
NE ee eee eee eee eee 


Special Offer 


A SKATEBOARDER subscription (1 year, 6 issues), along with a 
short-sleeved SKATEBOARDER T-shirt, and a decal, all for $11.00 
(a $12.50 value). Foreign $14, postage included. 





Vol. 2, #2, #3, #4, #5, #6 Vol.3, #1,#3 





Order Coupon Mark appropriate box. 


[] One year of Skateboarder (6 issues bi-monthly) ...........-.. $ 6.00 
(] New [] Renewal (please check) 

[-] Foreign subscription........... 20... 2-252 s eee 

[] The Skateboarder T-shirt (short sleeve—men’s SIZES). ao $ 5.50 
(color substitutions. may be necessary) 

COLOR: [] blue [] yellow []sand SIZE: []Sm. (7M (J L [)XL 


[] Skateboarder Decal ........-. 02-22 $ 1.00 
[] Please send me all three ofthe abovefor................... $11.00 
[_] Skateboarder T-shirt (long sleeve—men’s sizes)...........--.- $ 7.00 | 


(color substitutions may be necessary) 
COLOR: [] blue [yellow [] sand SIZE: [] Sm. OM GL OXL 


POSTERS | 
[-] A..Speed Flow... 2.2... eee ....$ 3.00 | 
f=] B. Skateboarder. ...... 52... 22. cess .. $ 2,00 
fal) C2 tiummel Mision: 5 2 2 a ee SR eee $ 2.00 


BOOK 
Anybody's Skateboard Book .........-..-- ++ 2052s sense . $1.75 
(price includes postage) 


Name 
Address 
City stewie i. 
State Zip 2 


Send with check or money order to: Skateboarder Magazine 
P.O. Box 1028, Dana Point, CA 92629 (Use convenient envelope in each issue). 
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FRUIT BOWL 


THE FRUIT BOWL/n 1: an isolated piece of Or- | 
ange County terrain that came to prominence as an open 
forum for state of the art pool riding. Sessions at the Bowl 
were often a convocation of the best skaters in the west. 
An environment where people from different spaces and 
places exchanged ideas, equipment, good vibes and other- 
‘wise, with rapidity. A good take-off area, a wide. open 
bowl, lots of vertical surface, central location and easy ac- 
cess were contributory factors. The old sanitarium be- 
came.a holding tank for a new kind of madness. It was a 
good place to skate. 2: A container for fruit. 





~. 
- 


Fully compressed and poised for projection, 
Alva flexes the board for a return on the 
bowl. 
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Jay Adams, using the wood for a launch and 
a lunch. 





97 








Gear non TO Ca 


J 


FUNCTIONAL DESIGN 


SKATEBOARD BLANKS 





You get everything you need for $49.00 
e 27" solid oak hardwood, bevel-edged, 
pre-drilled board. 


e Bennett Hijackers 
(includes bolts & self locking nuts) 


GARY HERR 


“WITH “DEEP ROUT” WHEEL WELLS 
DEVELOPED BY AND FOR PROGRESSIVE 


Your choice of wheels: BANK AND FREESTYLE RIDERS 


(all equipped with precision bearings) 


o %'’ CLEAR ASH FOR STRENGTH 

o EXTRA WIDTH FOR TURNING LEVERAGE 

o ELIMINATES RISER PADS FOR A LOWER 
CENTER OF GRAVITY 

o CLEAR FINISH FOR PROTECTION 


<g_W CA Road Rider 4's 


LB. Sims Pure Juice Competition 





 ~G e a . . 

a OC. Sims Bowl Riders meer y port ‘——— QRDER COUPON —- ------—----—_ 
y o | 

. g A. 28" FREESTYLE (WITH KICK) ANY BOARDONLY 17.95 
iw < For 27" oak hardwood, lp. a 30" FREESTYLE (WITH KICK) POSTAGE/HANDLING _1.50_ | 
. . 1c. E30” SLALOM/BANK RIDER CALIF.RES.ADD6% _. | 
noon’ ce add $7.00 | NOTE: FOR DRILLED BLANK SEND HOLE PATTERN OF TRUCK TOTAL ___| 
per board. | NAME ___] MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER | 


Send $49.00 check or money order to: raver: 


Roll Your Own 


Ohio residents add 5% state sales tax. P.O. Box 3123 
Add $3.00 per board for shipping & handling. sa 


For foreign orders add $5.00. Cinti., Ohio A520 Wah Aw my \/ e  ieene ee aD Oper Manns. Simi lsc ener rei MEET er 
Nes ee Oe ee ee ee eee ee 


' sTREET u 
FUNCTIONAL DESIGN 
Col AN cs) Niles SS Nested ery FD BOX 3703 


TORRANCE, CA. 90510 
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The Fruit Bowl's radical interplay of people 
and styles encouraged multitudes of fresh 
approaches and lines, advancing the overall 
ability in quantum leaps. 


Adams, pressing Berts to the vertical in 
typically unimpressed fashion. 


Alva, oblivious to preconceived boundaries. 














The Pacific International Skateboard Association was formed with you in mind! 


Our membership includes names like: Bahne/ Cadillac , Bennett Trucks, 
Hobie Skateboards, Gordon and Smith Skateboards, Gullwing Trucks, Power Paw 
Wheels, Logan Earth Ski, Roadrider Wheels, Santa Cruz Skateboards, Sims 
Skateboards, and last but not least, Tracker Trucks. 

As P.I.S.A. members, our goal is to establish skateboarding as a recognized 
recreational and competitive sport and to promote positive public acceptance of 
skateboarding as a safe, healthy leisure activity. 

The P.I.S.A. is now opening it’s membership to you, the skateboarding 
enthusiast! Each new member will receive a membership card, a monthly 
information sheet containing useful tips on maintenance, safety equipment, new 
parks, contest ect. and what's happening in skateboarding around the world. Also, 
the new member will receive a P.ILS.A. T-shirt and decal. 

The membership fee is $10.° annually. If you are a well informed, serious 
skateboarder, you'll send for your membership today. Please include your address 
and T-shirt size to: Pacific International Skateboard Association, P.O. Box 2025, 
Leucadia, California 92024. 

Pictured here is Movin On Skatepark om Home Avenue in San Diego, California. 
These parks are springing up nationwide and getting better every time! 
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Leisure Specialties, Inc. 


Leisure Specialties is a 
team of experienced 
skateboard marketing 
specialists whose resources 
and merchandising 
expertise can answer all 
of your sales needs! 


If you haven't discovered 
Us, Now is the time to 
investigate the 
multifaceted possibilities 
available through our 
services. 


SERVICES 


* Consultation—prior to basic stock setup. 
+ Multi-product line representation. 
+ In-stock program. 


+ Individual skate park or shop logo 
identification available. 


+ Personal service on a regular basis 
through our in-terrifory representatives. 


+ Fast turn for high profit. 


PRODUCTS AVAILABLE 


* Printed T-shirts * Helmets 
- Protective skate- - Gloves 


board shorts * Boards 
+ Skateboard + Wheels 
shoe * Trucks 
- Visors * Skateboard pak 
- Knee pads 
+ Elbow pads (all items in stock) 


For further information and 
consultation with no obligation, 
call direct or write... 


Leisure Specialties c/o 
Dick Abrams 
17895 Sky Park Circle, Suite J 
Irvine, California 92714 
714/546-6290 


A split-second tail touch bya radical Waldo 
Autry in need of a bigger pool. 


Alva, a live bomb looking for a place to 
explode. 





<u=aPROFESSIONA 


i g SKATEBOARD PRODUCTS CORP. 
















PSP SKATE-SAFE ACCESSORIES 


feature 


PSP-2 
OF THE MONTH SKATEBOARD HELMET SKATEBOARDELBOWPADS © ag.) 
; KNEE PADS 





PSP PRO BLANKS 


FB-1 TY PAGE FREE FORMER PRO 28” 


m G & S FIBREFLEX 25” ACS 500 
a oie FREE FORMER PROS 


—— er 


FB-3 SIMS 25” KICK TAIL ACS 500 SIMS COMP. 











w-3 
SIMs WZ. FORMER 

y FREE 
71 12 FREE FORMER 13 _ COMPETITION FORMER RUNWAY 











} PRO PR 
© (PERALTA) 29” ACS 500 SIMS COMP. _ BES S00) (ADJUSTABLE) FULL TRACKER FREESTYLE RIDER 





PRICE TOTAL 












ORDER FORM QUANTITY MODEL PRICE TOTAL QUANTITY MODEL 











































Please specify quantity next to Model ordered PSP-1_ @ 7.95 B-1_ @ 15.95 
PSP-2 @ 8.45 
NAME zo PSP-2 @ 8.45 B-3 @ 17.45 
ADDRESS PSP-4 @ 3.75 B-4 @ 17.95 
Cin STATE Es or ee 
ip ye | rez @iacs | | 


T-3 @ 10.45 


FB-3 @ 49.95 
FB-4 @ 54.95 
FB-5 @ 56.95 


FB-6 @ 58.95 
FB-7_@ 59.95 
FB-8 @ 59.95 


Enclosed please find check or money order 








for... 


sh el tae 2 
PROFESSIONAL SKATEBOARD 
PRODUCTS CORP. 




















Wi @ 675 
P.O. BOX 6037 W2 ABC @ 6.45 | 
9 @ 2AB-C @ 6.45 
TORRANCE, CALIF. 90504 aoe 
NOTE: FREE FORMER WHEELS AVAILABLE IN 85, 90, AND 95 SHORE = - — = 









P-76 CALIFORNIA FREE FORMER HARDNESS A B  C'THE HIGHER THE NUMBER THE TOTAL $ 
WORLD SKATEBOARD CHAMPION- BARDER SHE WHEEL. RaOrEN Gal Tieanleserr 

SHIPS OFFICIAL POSTER (17x241/) ROSTAGES NDIGAND ING Oar rane ened ee ae cen 
AND 18 PAGE PROGRAM $2.50 Wheslsior Trucks only.$iis0 Postage & Handling 


*BOTH FREE WITH PURCHASE OF 
COMPLETE SKATEBOARD 






fe ; in 
All other $.75 Foreign add $3.00 TOTAL 


THE FINEST IN COMPETITIVE SKATEBOARD EQUIPMENT 










WE'VE GOT 
IT ALL! 






The Pro's choice, wide trucks 
h ultra pro || wheels with 
cision bearings. 


MOLDED PLASTIC 
Sportster wheels 
with precision bearings 







We manufacture 12 different types of boards including aluminum, 

wood, fiberglass and polypropylene. Send $1.00 for complete catalog. 

We are always ready to show our complete factory to groups or individuals, 
Please call first. 





7990 DAGGET STREET, SUITE 105, SAN DIEGO, CA. 92111 (714) 292-7717 
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SUPER VALUES SUPER VALUES 


QUALITY — SAVINGS — PERFORMANCE 


$60.00 RETAIL VALUE | ALUMINUM SKATEBOARD FEATURING 


e New Super Flex All Aluminum 
“CUSTOM XL-EXPRESS” Skate- 
board chassis — Sophisticated en- 
gineering and pro-testing produced 


the right metal alloy combinations 
matched by the proper thickness and A [i L ff O R 
weight — Built for all the punishment O N LY 


the aggressive free style skateboar- 
der can dish out — It is quick and 


responsive with that just right feeling 
for the ultimate in continued riding $ O O 
performance — Choice of 24” or 27” 
length — Choice of straight, single or 

double kick models. 


ACS 500 Aircraft Trucks. 


Hot pour red juice polyurethane extra 
large 2/2” wheels. 


Shock Pads. 
Double sealed precision bearings. 


FREE BONUS 


WOOD SKATEBOARD Deck Tread & Skateboard Key 
with EACH BOARD 


FEATURING 


e Finest wood deck available.Crafted 
from solid oak with inlaid walnut tail 


for guaranteed quality.Made b 
CALIFORNIA HARDWOODS zs ALL FOR 
Specifically designed for skateboard ONLY 


parks, pools and all around tough 
competitive riding — Choice of 26” or 


30” length — Choice of straight or full $ 
1” kick models — Choice of bottom 
surface featuring bevel wedge con- 


struction or wheel wells. 
ACS 500 Aircraft Trucks. 


e Hot pour red juice polyurethane extra 
large 2¥2” wheels. 


e Shock Pads. 
e Double sealed precision bearings. 


| SUPER FLEX PRICES ARE THE LOWEST — Compare Before Buying 


wer er my ae GC) Gy GOED CO) DD GE) OE GE GE GH) SD GOD SNE SN) SS SD SN) GS) GE GY ED SOND SD OSSD SY SD GD ONS SY) SD SD ON OS OS OD ND OS RD oN oe 


| Order Form 
Mail to: Super Flex Inc., P.O. Box 1041, South Pasadena, Ca. 91030 














Aluminum Skateboards 





Type of Board Quantity Amount Color (check 1st & 2nd choice) Length 
Straight O Single Kick O Double Kick O atom cede A(@S25I00 was la ld gold O silver black O 24" 0 27°00 
Wood Skateboards 

Type of Board Quantity Amount 
Straight O Kick O el A @SSOIOO ta See see bevel wedge 0 wheel wells O 26" 0 30°00 





Postage & handling @$2.00 per board 
Tax (Calif. 6%) peat ELE LA 
Total check or M.O. enclosed tts MALAI Aes Lis 











Ship to: Name 
Immediate Delivery Address 
Fully Assembled 
y City be a ae i Ns tS fc 7 jp pl 
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In production 
An expensively produced skateboard wheel; eight manufacturing procedures 


and four quality-control calibrations, resulting in a wheel with speed, traction, 
strength, and a quality level beyond all other wheels. 


In performance 


| The ride of speed, traction, smoothness and quality, quiet, to be experienced 
and only then understood. 


oD sais is 7 oer 
apy Hee. 
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Speed tone mes re Slalom tone 
Ph pia aA ti ip) un ae dd 


TIME-PROVEN 
GRETHANE FOR 
SPEED AND 
STRENGTH. 





Emotion brings into skateboarding focus, rubber for unparalleled low and high- 
speed traction. Rubber through compound chemistry has a molecular flex rate; 
i.e., frequency many times that of urethane, combine a balanced combination 
of urethane and rubber, and a fast-rolling high-traction advancement grows. 


By Design & Development (years) 


Emotion Wheels adhere to a wider spectrum of asphalt and cement surfaces, 
be they smooth, coarse or rough, regardless of temperature or wet-weather 
conditions. 


Emotion pushes the limit...up 
All Interests Welcomed. 





| 
| 
| 














| To order by mail (all orders shipped immediately by air), send check or money _*Each wheel includes double-sealed 
order to: precision bearings. 
Emotion Wheels, 1427 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90401 *Enclose $2.00 for postage/handling 
Name i domestic U.S.; $5.00 for foreign 
Address ee b 
City State Zip *All foreign orders must be paid by 
International Money Order only. 
[_] Please send me _____ (quantity) Speed Tone wheels at $8.00 ea. 
(2%2" x 2¥%'') 
| [_] Please send me _______ (quantity) Slalom Tone wheels at $9.00 ea. Patents 
wt Bh rey 
| (2%2"" x 296") Pending 





Each individual part contributes to the excellence of a Torque 
board, but our polyurethane foam core is what makes for a new and 
truly unique experience in skateboard riding. It gives the Torque a 
quickness and snap unequalled by any other skateboard. We spent 
many hundreds of man hours in developing, testing and perfecting 
Our product so that we could provide serious skateboarders with the 
fastest and most responsive board on the market. 


Dealers 


Torque manufactures and distrioutes a full line of skateboard 
products for the discriminating skater. All inquiries welcomed. New 
dealers contact Jack Armstrong for details of our special program. 


3 models: 24” Hawk Kicktail, 
27" Freestyle, 
28" Pro Slalom. 








I'S UNIQUE 


Torque surpasses the accepted concept of high performance in skateboard design. 


Our standard of excellence shows why. 





High-density foam core: we invented it; we 
still make the best. 

Every board is laid up by hand: 100% cus- 
tom made for flawlessness. 

410 layers of fiberglass: five on the top, five 
on the bottom for strength and resilience. 
Non-skid deck: 100% textured fiberglass 
for safety. 

100% inlaid rubber edging: acts as a 
bumper to protect your board against 
splintering or shattering. 
Interchangeable wheels: choose from 
sealed bearing GP‘ or standard GP2, and 
other major top-of-the-line wheels and 
trucks. 
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Manufacturing Company 
712 N. 34th ° Seattle, WA 98103 ° (206) 632-5700 


15910 VENTURA BLVD. » SUITE 800 
ENCINO, CA 91436 « (213) 990-3316 





Ernie Martin 
Cooks.With™ , 


Solar. 





And Solar fps Everything Under the Sun. 


Ernie Martin is the World’s Pro Champ 
in high jump competition. He jumped 
4'7" (officially) at the California Free- 
former Pro Contest at Long Beach. He 
cooks Solar because we’re the only 
skateboard company that makes 
everything for the skateboard. Take 
Wheels — 5 different new designs from 
speed, to bowl, to freestyle, to slalom. 
Take Risers — We manufacture Solar 
Pads in 3 sizes and the Flying Wedge, 
all color coded to our wheels. Take 
Trucks — We’re developing a revolu- 
tionary new truck that will blow your 
mind. And don't forget skateboards. 
Oak, fiberglass and laminates in sun- 


shine colors, a variety of sizes and 
shapes including diamond tail, kick 
tail, gorilla grip, cutaway, and flats 
etc. Take a tip from Ernie Martin. Solar 
has everything under the sun. Ask 
your dealer to shed some light on you. 
Take Solar. 


SOLAR PRODUCTS. 
4111 Mountain Road 


Pasadena, Maryland 21122 
(301) 255-8007 





Dealers (And Distributors) Inquiries Invited. 
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TO DEALERS 


IF YOU WANT THE BEST, 
DEMAND THE BEST... 


TUFF-POWER 


IT’S THE 


aes) ley a 


1%" PT TUFF-TRUCK CA ia oe lated 
i ! é 3" PT TUFF-POWER or 
Zinc alloy die castings - Rubber pivot 4"' PT TUFF-PRO 


bushings - Action rubber - Standard 
Truck 4%"’ axle - Precision truck 
available with choice of 4%" axle or 49%" 
long axle - Case-hardened cone nuts - 
Special designed contoured D rings 
+ Standard star 
washers and 
jam nuts of the a 
highest quality 
material - Precision truck 
includes nylon lock nuts - 2” 
king bolt + Special thick cup 
washer. ° 


360 Aluminum 
one of the best 
+ Rubber pivot 
bushings « action rubber - 

5%" long axle for #2411 
5%" long axle for #2511 
*6%" axle for # 2611+ Nylon 
lock nuts + King bolt + ‘‘Pro 
Base”’ has nine holes 
mounting pattern - Special 
thick cup washer. All wide 
truck has a beefed up neck 
and ring for your protection. 
Also a built-in ring on the 
yoke to help keep your wheels 
from rubbing. 






This thicker, heavier cup washer was specially designed not to cut into the rubber grommet. 
It’s contoured away from the grommet for longer-lasting action. P.T. Trucks are assembled 
with the latest in high-production assembly equipment and techniques. Our factory has 
modern assembly machines which enables mass production with consistent quality. 





TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS: 


A special note of thanks for doing business with us and buying our 1%" Tuff Truck. We would like to take this 
Opportunity to introduce our newest line of trucks to you: We can now supply you with 2%", 3’ and 4” trucks to 
give you better product selection, which makes us more competitive in the skateboard industry. We hope to be 
able to do business in the future in the same fast and courteous way as in the past: Please be careful! There are 
products similar to ours; make sure to ask for PT Trucks when you buy. 





Dealer and OEM inquiries welcome—send for brochure and price list. All trucks available as complete units, or yoke, 
base'sold'separately. 


P.T. DISTRIBUTING CO. CORPORATION 


Manufacturers of Skateboard Trucks 
17126 S. Broadway - Gardena, CA 90268 


Japan Branch Office - 1-4-1 Motoakasaka Minatoku, Tokyo, Japan - Tel. (03)-408-2974 
(3) 
OEM eall: (213) 538-4023 - DEALERS call: (213) 990-3316 





POWERFLEX WHEELS ARE THE FASTEST, BEST GRIPPING WHEELS 
MADE. EVEN ON ASPHALT AND OTHER ROUGH SURFACES 
THEY STILL ARE SMOOTHER THAN ANY OTHER WHEEL ON THE 
MARKET. MUCH TIME HAS GONE INTO THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
THE WHEELS, AS A RESULT POWERFLEX WHEELS ARE THE 
FASTEST AND YET HAVE THE GRIP NEEDED IN TIGHT CORNERS. 


POWERFLEX WHEELS COME IN FOUR STYLES; #1, #3, #5, AND 
#7; AND IN FOUR COLORS; RED, ORANGE, YELLOW AND | 
BLUE. ASK YOUR LOCAL SKATEBOARD DEALER OR WRITE: 


power Flex co. 
15588 GRAHAM STREET - BENNETT TRUCKS EEE) 
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92649 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


WATCH POWERFLEX FOR NEW IDEAS IN SKATEBOARDS AND ACCESSORIES. 
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Crawling out from under a lukewarm 
crock of cat crap, the worried Beast 
finds himself approaching the deadlines 
of ol’ Vol. 3, #5, lacking the noted 
journalistic flavor, not to mention favor, 
of his regular cocktail companion, the 
oft ramblin’ Mellow (Abdul) Cat. The 
Beast looks around himself, realizes all 
is hopelessly lost, and without further 
ado, gets down to the overwhelming 
task at hand. 

ROLLING. AROUND 

Approaching this, our eleventh issue 
of SKATEBOARDER, the big news in our 
momentous. wonder rolling sport is the 
ever-increasing, rapidly opening skate 
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playgrounds (some would say skate a + a 
parks) both in this country, and amaz- — RM o , u 
ingly enough, around the world. As ok rn a 
spring approaches and the snow pal- —_ \ \ ; 
aces once again thaw to tranquilizing Zz . " ‘i 

green, young skate warriors take to the : 

hills en masse. Caught in our bi-monthly Bill Wilson, the World Cup bobsled track, = \ 


West Germany. ae \ 


time warp, late breaking news begins Photos: Ulli Seer 


unfolding. One such late bulletin comes 
from Bill Yates of Jacksonville, Florida, 
who is putting the finishing touches on 
the Kona Skate Park in preparation for 
an Easter weekend opening. This three- 
acre park in Jax is located off the Arling- 
ton Expressway at Century Street. The 
recreation facility/skate park will fea- 
ture a 50-meter downhill, a 125-meter 
serpentine course, huge freestyle area, 
and 16-foot bow!. Also, too late for our 
Parks’ article comes word of a possible 
park in Northern Virginia's Fairfax 
County, near the home of the fabled 
Wilde Beast hisself. 


TALKING ’BOUT MY P-P-PEPSI 
GENERATION 

Have you caught the recent Pepsi 
Cola commercial on TV lately? Many of 
the nation’s top corporations are re- 
verberating to recent revelations that 
skateboarding can provide the vehicle 
to the ever-growing youth market. 
Skateboarding's estimated 10-20 mil- 
lion young fans make it, so far, the most 
notable youth movement of the 70’s. 
The opportunity to provide responsible 
safety-conscious leadership then pre- 
sents itself. The first such public service 
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campaign by a major national corpo- 
ration has now been undertaken, 
thanks to Pepsi Cola’s Jim Davie, Direc- 
tor of Market Planning, out of Los An- 
geles, who, with the help of oft-noted La 
Jolla surfer, Bill (Big Pink) Andrews of 
Imperial Century, are putting together a 
Pepsi Cola-sponsored Skateboard 
Safety Program, which will take the form 
of a live presentation to 200 junior high 
schools in the L.A., Orange, Riverside 
and San Bernardino Counties, featuring 
the notable likes of Stacy Peralta (team 
captain), Mike Johnson, Dave Prieto, 
Jerry Valdez, Marc Smith, Alan Scott, 
Lonnie Toft, Dale Smith, Howie Idelson, 
Don Bryant, Paul Hoffman, Neil Graham 
and Captain Biorhythm. Watch this col- 
umn for more news—the safety program 
may be going nationwide soon. 

From Dorothy (‘‘the kids call me ‘Hay- 
stack’ ') Marlowe, mother of Ocean 
Bowl, Maryland, skater Brian Marlowe, 
comes word of an open invitation to vis- 
iting Californian professionals. Seems 
that any performers interested in trying 
out the Ocean Bowl'’s fine walls can 
contact ‘‘Haystack”’ at (301) 289-3418, 
and she'll try to find them places to stay 
for free, or at a reasonable rate. If 
you've ever been to Ocean City, Mary- 
land, you'll know that reasonable rates 
in that booming summer town are hard, 
more likely impossible, to find. She also 
adds they’re working on a future money 
contest. Aw reet! 


FROM OUR “PICK ME UP ON 
YOUR WAY DOWN” DEPT.... 
Comes news from American pro skier 
Bill Wilson (living and instructing hotdog 
skiing in West Germany for the last six 
years) of another insane skate potential 
being looked into there. Seems that in 
the summer, after the ice melts, the 
Berchtesgaden Roldelbahn (the World 
Cup bobsled track) becomes an awe in- 
spiringly radical skateboard run, featur- 
ing a series of steeply banked turns. Bill 
relates that it’s difficult to get real high 
on the track due to danger of injury. 
Bill's top speed so far is between 30-40 
m.p.h. To stop, one must turn sharply up 
the bank, roll off the side, and slide back 
down. Simple enough, eh, Mad Dog? 
We say, Huzza.. . whew—hey!! 


Further European reports from Jay 
and Rick at Road Rider, recently re- 
turned from the German Sports Show, 
have the level of skating in Europe, par- 


ticularly England, Switzerland and Ger- 
many, placed at an all-time high, and 
increasing at a phenomenal rate, with 
Munich being the hotbed. Says Jay, *' 
think it might be as big there in a year as 
itis now in Southern California.’’ Seems 
the Europeans like to ski in the winter 
and skate in the summer. 

Jay also sees the future slalom cham- 
pions coming out of Europe as early as 
next year. Dave Mcintyre, alias Fibre- 
Slim (after recent disgusting over- 
exposure and resultant humiliation in 
this self-same column brought about a 
much-needed diet), has also recently 
returned from the same sports show 
where he outfitted some of the Germans 
in various ‘‘scoot tartans,’'featuring the 
familiar G & S banner. And the Eu- 
ropean skate rush rolls on. Just Eu- 
ropeans Savoring Unreal Skating. 


THIS IS NO JOKE DEPT. 

Our recently published cover story on 
the ‘‘secret pipes’’ caused quite an up- 
roar, especially from the pipe plant it- 
self. Seems some people have found 
out through the rumor mill as to its loca- 
tion, and have snuck, or ‘‘squeaked,”’ in 
repeatedly. One of the front line guer- 
rilla group was apprehended before he 
could swallow his cyanide, and barely 
survived the heavy legal entanglement; 
and only then, thanks to parental plead- 
ing. A meeting was held and a decision 
was made to prosecute, for certain, 
next time—so be warned—this is no 
joke. Should you choose not to heed the 
warning . . . pack your toothbrush. And 
by the way, if you’re thinking of trying to 
purchase a pipe, bring a heavy bankroll 
(and us)—the pipes run a whopping 
$200.a cubic foot, which we hear 
comes out to a nice round figure of 
$64,000. . . cough, choke, sigh. . . 


SKATING AROUND... AND 
AROUND... AND AROUND 
...and around. Recent visits to Ana- 
heim bring mind-boggling news of the 
“retired’’ (?) grandpa Russ Howell, 
amazing both students and spectators 
alike at the Concrete Wave (where Russ 
is resident pro and instructor), with an 
increasing 360 repertoire. Seems Russ 
is becoming ever more adept at clock- 
ing seconds and revolutions while striv- 
ing for new 360 records. Latest flatland 
word has it that Russ is now hitting a 
breezy 33+ spins, and over 50 on a 
slight incline. Russ is in Germany right 


now, so instant verification is difficult. 
The most mellowed Cat and his sidekick 
and Soul Mate, W. Beast, have, how- 
ever, caught Russ’ act between cock- 
tails, and we report a definite 22+ 
revolutions, featuring amazing speed 
and change-up control. We believe the 
rumors! Wow, Howell! Look out Jarvis 
and Page. 


OLE ONE EYE IS BACK 

Bruce Logan, Dogtown’s favorite 
skate personality, was recently seen 
making his night owl rounds at the Little 
Bavaria Restaurant in North San Diego 
County, where he entertained the band 
and audience with a tasty selection of 
hot cookin’ not appearing on the menu. 

While we're on the subject, a correc- 
tion is in order concerning Brucie’s high 
school dropout status, as stated in the 
last issue. It seems that in a better mo- 
ment, Bruce said he thought he had 
conducted his interview, ‘“‘not bad for a 
high school dropout,"’ leading us to the 
obvious assumption. Apparently he’s 
not a dropout, however. We do remem- 
ber him once telling us he graduated 
from UCLA with straight A’s, but then 
Bruce and the Cat relate to reality in 
much the same way; which is to say— 
not at all. Ah, the trials of skate journal- 
ism 


DO YOU WANT TO RAGE 
OR WHAT? 

Here at Skate Central, the thought of 
throwing a SKATEBOARDER Maga- 
zine/Bar-b-que/ party /invitational 
pool-riding contest this summer has 
been often crossing our weary, torn and 
frayed and mostly underpaid minds. (A 
lot of prodding from the Mad Dog and 
company is also hard to ignore.) We 
think we can come up with some pesos 
for such an affair if we can find a good 
pool and a decent-sized backyard, say 
a 100-person capacity. If you know of 
any good pools where such an unusual 
occurrence could take place, contact 
us, and we'll take care of the rest. Be- 
sides, whose mother wouldn't like to 
spend the evening with the Mad Dog 
and Dogtown's finest (and worst)? Be 
the first on your block—contact us here. 

Say Yip, whoa hey! We'll catch ya 
next issue. 3 
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FOOT-TRED material manufactured by Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing Co. 


FOOT-TRED FACTS: 
Increased performance, more speed, added safety, hotter riding. 
FOOT-TRED reduces dangerous slips, permitting maximum power 
Eh CerLla 
OT Tae CU a OL MTA MME TR TLL MCT CC Mir) CUE 
COMIC Le COL ML e-| 01a ee 
Coe easy to apply, use barefoot or with shoes, works wet 
ala A 


FOOT-TRED = an instant skateboard supercharge. 


FOOT-TRED is available on Fox Skateboards and Bengel COMP 
Skateboards. 


Ask for FOOT-TRED at your local shop. 
SKATEBOARDERS CAN ORDER BY MAIL 
Immediate Delivery, Instructions Included 


aay 

HCN 
Cue CSmsin nL) 
COLOR 
Black or Red $1.25 
Black or Red $1.25 
Black or Red $1.25 
Black or Red $1.30 
Black or Red $1.35 
Black or Red $1.40 
Black or Red $1.60 
Black or Red $2.00 
Black or Red $2.20 
Ee Mea mY allt) 
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3 x 4 Patch Pack includes THREE 3” x 4” patches. 

2% x 2') Patch Pack includes SIX 2%” x 24" patches. 

1 x 12 Strip Pack includes THREE 1” x 12” strips. 

4x 5 Patch Pack includes TWO 4" x 5” patches. 

3%) x 4% Oval Pack includes THREE 312" x 4%" ovals. 

ee Are ey ol ro MALT SSI Ok OR eS cd E-] 
. Px 12 Strip Pack includes THREE 1%" x 12” strips. 
. 4x 24 Deck Strip includes ONE 4” x 24” deck strip. 

4 x 27 Deck Strip includes ONE 4” x 27” deck strip. 

6 x 24 Deck Pack includes ONE 6" x 24” deck surface. 

6 x 27 Deck Pack includes ONE 6” x 27” deck surface. 


ORDER FORM 

HOW MANY 
PACKAGES 

(One or more) 


COLOR AMOUNT 














SUB TOTAL |$ 
Florida residents add 4% state sales tax. 
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED |$ 


(NAMI Es tus) Aust gad, 2 tel 
ADDRESS) 2 eee 
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SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: ECG FOOT-TRED 
P.O. BOX 402003, MIAMI! BEACH, FLA. 33140 
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EQUIPMENT 
UPDATE 


From an inventive young company, responsible for supplying 
many creative and functional needs to the sport of skateboard- 
ing, comes still another quality product intended for the better- 
ment of the sport. The company is Tracker, and the product is 
the Tracker (slalom) Cone. Stable and unbreakable, in bright 
orange, and meeting P.I.S.A. approval, the cones sell for a 
modest $1.00 each. Says Trackerman David Dominy, ‘‘we 
don’t make much money on it; we're just doing it to promote 
good slalom skateboarding.” 

Providing the function of either skid plate or kicktail (or both) 
is an item named the Dual Skid Plate, marketed by Sea Breeze 
of California, out of Anaheim. Made of long-wearing, high- 
impact plastic, the Dual Skid Plate features a wedged 3%"' x 
3%" plan shape with rounded corners on the rear end, and 
comes ina choice of three colors—red, white or blue, selling for 
$1.50 each. Reduced rates for bulk orders are also available. 

As more and more companies are moving to add wood mod- 
els to their line, Logan Earth Ski, one of the original leaders in 
the field, has shifted their attention to researching out the 
strongest hardwoods available, and are terming their recent 
Central American find of almond and rosewood hardwoods the 
best yet for rich-colored good looks and tight-grained, long- 
lasting strength. Available in all kicktail sizes, they feature the 
extra of beveled bottoms for lightness and wheel clearance. 
Two new, tighter- 
grain, Logan 
hardwoods 


Almond 


Rosewood 





Offering a new line of wheels in answer to the ever-growing 
demand for park and bowl-riding equipment, Road Rider an- 
nounces the introduction of the ‘‘Park Rider’’ wheel, which, as 
Jay Sherman relates, ‘‘willdo for the parks what the Road Rider 
did for the street.’’ The first wheel in the line is named ‘‘The 
Logan Park Rider #5,”’ described as ‘‘something between a 
#4and #6.” 

Also, from O.J.’s bag of tricks is the new ‘‘Hot Juice’’ wheel, 
recommended for pools, parks and general use. Slightly 
smaller than the O.J. ‘‘Super Juice,” it features, asthey term it, 
“O.J.’s phenomenal speed and quality.”’ 

Still on the subject of wheels, we have two fundamentally 
new designs finding their way to the marketplace. Both, similar 
in nature, feature a rolled, or radial, edge, with the intention of 
improving the quatity of riding for specific, if not all-around, 
purposes. The first to come to our attention is the Quicksilver 
Radial Edge wheel from designer George Powell. The next, 
from Gordon and Smith, is the Yo Yo wheel designed by Steve 
Cathey. Quicksilver states their wheels ‘‘respond faster and roll 
through turns faster, because there is no lip or flexible edge to 
bend,’’ also that they ‘‘roll over bumps and transitions from one 
slope to another better.’’ Lastly, they state, ‘‘Try 360’s with 
them; the edges never catch.” 

Steve Cathey of G & S, states their Yo Yo’s radius edge 
‘doesn't catch when doing kickturns or coming off of vertical 
surfaces.’’ The Yo Yo also comes in two designs, the Yo Yo 
Freestyle and the Yo Yo Pro, the latter wheel featuring a harder 
durometer inside half, and a softer durometer outside half. @ 
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... six times a year. A subscription to SKATEBOARDER gets 
COLUM Mieco me Doa ela Te SSD LeU LALeL-1e Lena SRE 
up-to-date park coverage. As a SKATEBOARDER subscriber, 
you'll get off first—and get off best. You'll save money, too. 

' To subscribe, send name, address, zip and check or 
money order for $6 ($7 foreign) to: 
SKATEBOARDER MAGAZINE 
P.O. Box 1028, Dana Point, CA 92629. 
Use the convenient sub envelope in each issue. 








Become a 
relate Plet-| aig 


Check the advantages under foot! Quality of workmanship and materials give every rider a board that 
both looks fantastic and performs above all others. 

The top line Maherajah is our laminated wood board. It’s super! Made of 90° cross-laminated eastern ash 
and exotic hardwoods (not veneers) and topped with a coating of MX19 epoxy, this unique board becomes 
the true performance minature of the classic Maherajah slalom water ski. Add ACS 500 trucks and 
Sims Competition wheels and you’ve got the best pool and park board going. This board is available in 

kicktail, flat or rocker versions. The °/s” thickness makes it practically indestructable. 
Our Maha aluminum board is made of 3/16” 7075/T6 aluminum. With a brushed finish this kicktail/kicktoe 
board is a great all around board. Complete boards come with California X trucks and Road Rider 2 wheels. 
Look at the next page! We have a package of boards and T-shirts to make it easy for you to deal with Maherajah. 





, 226 Healdsburg Ave 








Photo by Jon Malvino 
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The Maherajah Skateboard Dealers Package includes: 


(1) 28” Wood Kicktail (complete) 
(1) 28” Wood Full Rocker (complete) 
(1) 30” Wood Flat (complete) 
(1) 42” Wood Kicktail (complete) 
(1) 28” Wood Flat (blank - finished) 
(1) 30” Wood Kicktail (blank - finished) (not pictured) 
(1) 30” Wood Full Rocker-(blank - finished) 
(1) 42” Wood Flat (blank - finished) 
(1) 24” Aluminum Kicktail/Kicktoe (complete) 
(1) 24” Aluminum Kicktail/Kicktoe (blank) 
(6) Maha Super Skateboard T-shirts (assorted sizes) 
(6) MAHA T-shirts (assorted sizes) 


Simply fill out the coupon (or facimile) and 
send to Maherajah. In return we will send you 
full information on the dealer package, it’s cost, 
it’s profit potential and information on what 
we provide to make sales easy. 


aaa 
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Healdsburg, CA 95448 
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Look for Z-Flex under 
the RADICAL ones! 


The original Z-Flex 27” (formerly Zephyr) The kicktail Z-Flex 27’’ 


The 27” low center of gravity chassis has 
always been an all-around freestyle and 
bank riding board. Take your pick—the 
original or the radical kick—'‘‘Both 

Get Down.” 





Jay Adams knows EXACTLY what he wants, and won't settle for less. He designed 
this board for vertical situations, and through extensive testing by him and the 
Z-BOYS, has been proven to be the ultimate in bank and pool riding. This board 
includes slight rocker to lower the center of gravity, heavy textured non-skid 
deck, molded-in wheel wells, easy kicktail with 34” fiberglass skid, slightly tail 
heavy for kickturns in radical situations. 





The Jay Adams Design Z-Flex 30’ 


All Z-Flex chassis are made by us, not for us, from unidirectional hand-laid and pressure- 
molded fiberglass for unbelievable strength and durability—available in yellow, orange, blue 


and red. 
The Z-Boy test riders are available for special events. 


Z-Flex Skateboards, Post Office Box 5729, Santa Monica, CA 90405 (213) 472-9667 





eT mest 
Short Sleeve (SS) $5.50, Long Sleeve (LS) $6.50 
Sizes: S(34-36) M(38-40) L(42-44) XL(46) 
Red B® Blue @ Yellow @ Orange @ Tan @ 
Check 3 color preferences above 
Check size & sleeve length below 


1, Sunset—Sun SSH LSB SS M@SLB XLB 
2.Sunset—Wing SSH LS@ SH MBL XLS 
3. Sunset—Mural SS@ LS@® S#MM@LB XLB 
4. Sunset—Burst SSM LS@® S@® MMB LB XLS 
5. Paradise SS Only SH MB L@XLe 
8. Mexico SS Only SH MB LB XLS 
Lem a heet ROLY SB MB L@ XLS 


WALKSHORTS, aa Lee 
Sizes: S(28-30) M(31-32) L(33-34) XL(36) 
Brown @ Blue @ Green @ Tan @ 
pe 2 color preferences above 
1, Summergirl Cord Walk,$12 SM M@ LM XL@ 
Hy TTT tee AM Oxeleo ara Se 
$16.50 (not shown) SH MB LB XL@ 
ROM Cae CRC CRC CRS Mh Me Been 


Surngerapt Western Reversible Ski Vest 
Sizes: $(34-36) M(38-40) L(42-44) XL(46) 
Red @ Yellow @ Blue @ Orange @' Green B 
Mens @ Womens @ $45.00 S@® MSL XL@ 
Specify sex, size & 2 color preferences 
Slaps 
14. Clouds @ = Layers1@, 28, 38 
- One colored layer $10.00, two $13.00, three $16.00 
Check No. of colored layers & select strap color lel fel 
Red @ Blue @ Green BBrown @ Yellow & 
Ss Bolt Slaps M@ $17.00 (one color only) or Thunderbolt 
Import (not shown) $8.00 
PLEASE NOTE: The price of a complete skateboard is 
@ sum total of one board, two trucks, four wheels, 
8ny accessories and the PY) ECM ttt eee ool 
Aa ar alae ull ils 
ak (blanks only) 


, Sunset Kicktail 24° @ 27° @ $18.00 
Aaa Melee tae eran ER) oe aera ee) 
oe Torger Johnson 32" M $18.00 
a G&S Fiberflex Kicktail 24" @ 27" B $25.00 
1. G&S Fiberflex Cutaway 
2 Slalom (not shown) 24" @ 27" @ $27.00 
is Turner Foam & Glass Slalom (not Sth ae @ $80.00 
a Turner Foam & Glass Pro 30 m $80.00 
x BET maha Cae Baal 
s arta alert ea 
. Rainbow Slalom (not shown) 30" @ $32.50 
Pa (order two per board) 
Ps Ta ECL m5" Axle—$ 6.50 
Sita sta cok) B 57/8" Axle — $ 9.50 
3y Trackers Eee ee si 
eee Cry Ee eee ee) 


Lee (order 4 per board) 
Sa aCCCOMMl(e(-eie BPac TRO molt Bee Tat 
Sims: @ Pro’s-$7.00 ™ Bow! RDiders-$7.00 
Se eer ean RTT 
Rolls Royce: ® Silver Clouds - $7.00 
a Gear & Accessories 
- Board Bag @® $15.00 


8 Zing String M $10.00 - guaranteed * 
4 Rhino Cord ® $12.00 - guaranteed ° (not shown) 


- Sunset Visor M® $3.00 (check color below) 
Red @ White B Biue @ Orange & Yellow B 
PTTeM stem Be ISK co Gales oalons LP) 
al Skate Helmet @ $25.00 Copper helmet $9.00 
As Copper Knee pads $9.00 @® Copper Elbow pads $9.00 
iy Skate Gloves TSK emon Me moe] 
Pec ati RPA Lod toledo 
’ Rad Pads @® $5.00 


hea INSTRUCTIONS: Send money order or interna- 
at money order for full amount plus shipping. 
SEND 50: FOR CATALOG & BROCHURE 


Ram eerste CMM Teer only. Morey Boogies + Aloha 
RL at Re Ee Re 
Uck Feet « plus many more. 


Californians add 6% sales tax. 
MAIL OADER COST FOR SHIPPING AND HANOLING 
Asia, Australia, South Africa 
InUSA Africa, Japan Europe 
surface air surface ait surface air 
Complete 


Skateboard— $2.50 $5.00 $8.00 $21.00 $6.00 $18.00 
Mie 


$2.50 $6.00 $8.00 $15.00 $6.00 $14.00 


$1.50 $3.00 $4.50 $10.00 $4.00 $8.00 
$1.00 $1.50 $3.00 $5.00 $2.90 $4.00 





Dealer inquiries invited. 
Enclosed is $____, Calif. residents add 6% sales tax$___, plus shipping $___.. Total Amount $_ 


Name 


Address 
State. Zip. 


City 
Sunset Surfingear - 940 1st St. - Encinitas, Ca. 92024 PHONE: (714) 753-1685 
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NEW FROM 


| Inersellel(s 
Traction 
maoN 


SKATEBOARDS 


super Speed 






e Buy our new poster for $2.00 
TWO (Send Cash, Check, or Money 
Order) and get our new decal 
and brochure free. 

| 5 e Buy four Banzai SUNBURSTs 

x (134" wide, 2%" high) with IKS 

bearings and spacers at $6.75 
each (send $27.00 total) and get 


0 eae RS the poster, decal and brochure free. 


California Residents add 6% Sales Tax 








BANZAI SKATEBOARDS e 757 No. Coney Ave. @ Azusa, CA 91702 © Dealer Inquiries (213) 334-9393 
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TOTAL SIAATEBOARDING | 


rr ALL MEMBERS AVAILABLE FOR PROMOTIONAL ASSISTANCE 
TOP PROFESSIONAL RIDERS REPRESENTING MANY 


Fé TO NT, YEARS OF COMPETITIVE SKATEBOARD EXPERIENCE. 
€e ‘@) NI/6 Team Years which created today's skateboard standards and 
are developing tomorrow's free-style techniques. / 
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BRYAN BEARDSLEY MARK BOWDEN 
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TOTAL ACCESSORIES 


COLORFUL SKIN WRAPPED FREE FORMER ACCESSORIES. THE FINAL 
TOUCH THAT COMPLETES YOUR SKATEBOARD HEADQUARTERS. 
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A-130 ' 
Free Former Ty Page Pro Blank | 
28’ with 434” kick tail. 


Free Former Pro Blank 27” with ; | 
45" kick tail. b ) | 





A-150 A-160 
; Free Former Skateboard Free Farmer 
A-140 Helmet Elbow Pads (2) 
Free Former Skateboard 
Knee Pads (2) 














A-L°S INDUSTRIES INC. - 1942 W. ARTESIA BOULEVARD., TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA 90504 « (213) 532-9262 
A DIVISION OF AMERICAN LIGHTING SPECIALTIES, INC. 
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~~ -"Theré’s:ne excuse to tetebontt in chee Stie ; 
when you use an American Skateboard. Associ- — 


ation park. 


As an ASA member you have access to over 
40 ASA parks across the country with many, 
many more on the way. And you will be eligible 
for a special admission discount. 


You'll get 10% off all Pro Shop merchandise 
at the ASA parks. And you'll receive a member- 
ship’ certificate for display and a bi-monthly 
newsletter keeping: you.up on what's happening" 
and who’s hot locally and nationally. There will 
also be a “Lucky Draw” for all members with 
each newsletter with prizes like skateboards... 
helmets...pads, etc. 


Only ASA members receive all this. And for 
only $5. Five dollars. Let’s get stokin’ boarders. 
It’s a small price to pay to get it off the streets. 
And into ASA—where skateboarding is fun. 


I want to get it off the streets and into ASA. Enclosed 
is $5 for my membership card, decal, certificate and my 
first newsletter listing all the parks and who’s hot in 
skateboarding. 


American Skateboard Association 





P.O. Box 1429 - 

West Palm Beach, Florida 33402 

INettvae 22 2 a eel INR al el AGS 
Address 

City ales es Sate! nl wee Zip 


If you're interested in building/operating a skateboard 
park call Chuck Cromie at (305) 833-03 62 





CAMPO 


IS A NATIONAL 


RECREATIONAL 
CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY 
OFFERING: 
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a team of experienced 
track engineers 
MUTANT Cee 
field supervisors 

MME CUSTAT aera 
skatepark 


CAMPO IS THE 
EXCLUSIVE 
CONTRACTOR FOR 
“PYRAMID OLYMPIC 
SKATEPARKS.” 





“Quality of experience teamed 
with concepts of the future offer 
the ultimate in skatepark con- 
struction & design. 











CAMPO CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 


General Contractors—Engineers—Designers 


Los Angeles, Calif. 
17952 Sky Park Circle #C 
Irvine, California 92714 
(714) 957-1363 (714) 493-8087 


Colorado Springs, Colo. 80907 Atlanta, GA 30346 
655 Elkton Dr. 26 Perimeter Center—Suite 2624 
(303) 598-9797 East, N.E. (404) 394-6216 


Established 1948 Serious inquiries invited. 


NEW OJ HOT JUICE™ 
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We knew that surfing, skiing and skating were all closely related 
downhill thrills, but we weren't quite ready for this ... would you 
believe skiing a skate park? 

Surf shop owner Dean McGregor, finding ice chunks in the surf 
lineup a definite nuisance, takes his thrills to the hills; which, at the 
Yagoo Valley Ski Resort/Skate Park in Rhode Island means skate runs 
in the summer and ski runs in the winter. California photographer Dan 
Gross (alias Nanook of the North) sends this photo of Dean catching 
some air off the inside skate bowl, and comments, ‘‘Wish | had a photo 
of this place without the snow . . . can’t wait for spring.’’ Rumor has it 
that skate parks are planned for other mountain ski areas (i.e., Boul- 
der, Colorado), opening up more outrageous potentials—ever hear of 
snurfing? 
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| HOBIE/MAHARAJAH w/ACS ‘551’, Sims Bowl 
ere 





GORDEN & SMITH BOWLRIDER w/Gullwings, 
) Yandall eer 





KANOA PARK RIDER w/Trackers, Sims Giant 
Slalom 
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WEBER “NEW” WOODY w/Trackers, Giant 
Slalom 





ZEPHYR Pree a ean eae trac™, sims Cent? 
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MAGNUM HI VELOCITY TRUCK, 
Mat} | System 
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MAGNUM “SHOOTING STAR” w/Magn. Hi 
Velocity Truck and Wheel System 
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The RUSS HOWELL BOWLRIDER is a skateboard 
designed by professional skateboarders. The same 
skateboarders whose reputations have grown to 
super star proportions in skating areas throughout 
the world. 


The deck of lightest ash hardwood with. wheel 


cutouts, kicktail, and wide traction tape is the most _ 


advanced wood design available. 


Trucks that respond with exceptional memory, and 
last long are essential. S.S. FREESTYLE trucks or 
S.S. SPLIT-AXLES with our new extra lively: rubbers 
are the product of intensive research and develop- 
ment. Resulting in a degree of performance so 
unique it will spoil you for the conventional roller 
skate type trucks. 


IDI — Bowlrider 


more than you do. 


POWER ~-PAW. 50/50. provides the unsurpassed 
spéed ofa hard fast urethane under our new “mean 
green” American made precision sealed bearings 
and the traction of a softer, sticky compound on our 


“Flex-Edge” lip (pat. pend.). 


All told this board is so enjoyable to ride that in Cali- 
fornia, a land of legendary skateboarding enthus- 
iasm — as in the rest of the states — itis becominga 
leader in the performance board market. 


If you agree that extraordinary performance is the 
only thing that makes quality skateboard equipment 
worthwhile, we suggest you ask your local dealer to 
show you our line — or write us for our free color 
brochure. 


407 E. Redondo Beach Blvd. Gardena; California 90248 (213) 532-3465 


GERMAN STOCKING DISTRIBUTOR: 
ASE Peter Eicker KG, 4100 Duisburg 1 Aug der-Hohe 47 West Germany, Telefon: 0203/27071 
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WATCH FOR TY AND OTHER 
MEMBERS OF THE FREE FORMER 
PRO TEAM IN WORLD 
COMPETITION AND RETAIL 
PROMOTIONAL DEMONSTRATIONS 
NATIONWIDE. 


: —=.17 RARE 
JOIN TY PAGE 
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IN THE BLAMMO SKATEBOARD 


TRIP TO THE CALIFORNIA FREE 
FORMER WORLD SKATEBOARD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS IN 

LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 


e FIRST PRIZE 
All expenses paid trip for four to California 
Free Former World Skateboard 
Championships (Sept. 24/25, 1977), 
and more! 
California Free Former Skateboards 
1-year subscription to ‘Skateboard World” 
magazine, plus ‘Learning to Skateboard 
Correctly.” 


1201 PRIZES TO WIN 


PRO FREE FORMERS 


TOP PROFESSIONAL SKATEBOARDS DESIGNED BY TY PAGE AND THE OTHER 
FREE FORMER PRO TEAM MEMBERS GIVING THEM AND YOU THAT WINNING 
COMBINATION. 
CF-PRO 27” 
Free Former Professional Board with CF-TY 28” 
472” kick tail, adjustable pro trucks Ty Page 
and precision sealed bearings, CF-Pro PX, 
comes with 2% diameter, 2% ~ oO Free Former Professional 
wide Free Former Urethane a Board with 434” kick tail, 
wheels 85, 90, 95 shock at adjustable pro trucks and pre- 
beriness. Please 4 . F cision sealed bearings 
ape ! CF-TY comes with 23s” diameter, 
ORME ; ro 2a” wide urethane wheels. 85, 90, 
TRUCKS wens ; , » 95 shock hardness. Please specify. 
2%” Professional mies ss 
freestyle axle 
housing with 
heavy duty 
adjustable 


base. . 
5%” alloy axle with 
Grade 5 hex truck 
bolt and 3%4” red 
action shock 
mounts. 


WATCH FOR OTHER TY PAGE FREE FORMER PROFESSIONAL SKATEBOARD PRODUCTS 





Pure Juice Wheels " 
Wood Kicktails © 
Taper Kicks ™ 
Quicksilver Me : 
Skateparks | 


Sims’ reputation is built on 
quality with complete func- 
tional design to exacting s 
ale: See the new 
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CA 93103 (805 963-1989 





